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Antonyms (Opposites) Fill in the gaps below with the verbs that are opposite in meaning to the words printed in bold type. admit



catch



destroy



save



allow



contract



lower



succeed



arrive



defend



mend



vanish



can’t stand



demolish



reject



win



1.



If they start a war now they are going to ___________everything they have created since they became independent.



2.



We were surprised when he failed to get the contract he usually _____________at everything he tried.



3.



A: I adore eating food with garlic in it. B: Do you? I don’t. I ____________the smell.



4.



Last season, Manchester United ___________eighteen matches and only lost three.



5.



A: Someone has broken my kite. B: Don’t worry. I’ll ______________it for you.



6.



When you heat metal, it expands, and when it cools again it __________________.



7.



A: You stole the watch, didn’t you? – Come one, ______________it. B: No, I didn’t. I deny everything.



8.



The government is talking about raising income tax and _______________an VAT.



9.



The man wrote off to my car. Insurance company said, ‘A car appeared from nowhere, hit my car, then _____________.



10. We depart at 11: 30 in the morning and _______________at midnight. 11. In a recession, people tend to _______________money rather than spend it. 12. If a country is attacked, then it has the right and the duty to _______________itself. 13. A: Here, ____________this! B: No, don’t drop it. 14. At first she accepted our ideas, but in the end she ____________them. 15. They are going to _____________the old cinema to build a new supermarket. 16. ‘I won’t ______________you to stay out all night. I absolutely forbid it!’ said the father to his 13-year-old daughter. Answer key 1 destroy



2 succeed



3 can’t stand



4 won



5 mend



6 contracts



7 admit



8 lowering



9 vanished



10 arrive



11 save



12 defend



13 catch



14 allow



7th
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