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dismissal of Wisconsin tax-payers), who was I to argue? I got right on with my dissertation about the Great Lakes fur trade, ca. 1634-1836.



HGSG President’s Column



Jeanne Kay Guelke University of Waterloo



A few years later at my first faculty job at the University of Utah, I asked my departmental colleagues Don Curry and Merrill Ridd about the performance standards for tenure. They thought that if I published one article “beyond the dissertation” per year in a high-quality journal, I should have no problem getting tenure. There was no mention of whether this blue-chip article should be relevant: let alone mention of four to five articles per year, citation indexes, external grants, contracts, grad student advisees, research teams, spin-off companies, distinguished teaching awards, undergraduate enrolments, or any of the other measures of success in research-intensive universities today.



The commentary section of the February, 2006 issue of The Professional Geographer continues longstanding debates about the goal of geographical research. Should it be market-driven or curiosity-driven? Are geographers reporters or critics? I recall once, as a graduate student during the early 1970s at the University of Wisconsin, hearing Andrew Clark answer such questions decisively. In the midst of persistent calls on campus for social and environmental relevance in that Earth Day and Vietnam War era, Clark expounded to our seminar class that the foundational issue in historical geography was not a question of relevance: “It’s whether interesting questions are being asked, and interesting questions are being answered!” Andrew Clark was a true alpha-male and grand old man—at least to my cohort of insecure graduate students. If he advocated curiosity-driven research (and a tacit



I think these “good old days” are over. Historical geography today indeed struggles with the issues of market-driven vs. curiosity driven research, of relevance, and of measuring up to academic -1-



PAST PLACE Spring/Summer 2006 standards set—not by other types of geographers or by historians—but by one’s peers in science, engineering, and even major professional schools, depending upon one’s institution. This is one sort of campus politics. The other significant campus politics are the priorities of external granting agencies and of the legislatures that support both granting agencies and higher education. University administrators are increasingly driven to look at departmental “numbers” and to make cuts and new allocations based upon them. This is a trend that I criticize, but cannot change. The only faculty members who can ignore this trend, I believe, are a few really creative, charismatic, and tenured minds.



Note from the Editor



Historical Geography’s Alternative Futures Gareth E. John



St. Cloud State University As an early-career cultural-historical geographer I couldn’t agree more with Jeanne’s remarks. Though graduating from two of the most highly respected geography departments in the United States, with my master’s and Ph.D. from Penn State and the University of Kentucky respectively, and with several peerreviewed publications under my belt, attaining a tenure-track position entailed somewhat more than a proverbial “cake walk.” I count myself as one of the lucky ones, landing a position in a department that while highly applied, with 5 of the 12 geography faculty highly trained in GIS, is also extremely supportive of the role of historical and cultural work in the discipline and thus of my contribution to the overall program (which offers majors in Geography; Travel and Tourism; and Land Surveying; and Master’s degrees with Travel/Tourism and GIS emphases). But that is not to suggest that historical and cultural geography is antithetical to more traditionally understood applied branches of the discipline.



Lucky are the scholars who love research that attracts and produces the “numbers.” For scholars like myself whose love of historical geography is more personal, I would discard the advice that I received as a doctoral student and assistant professor. I recommend that new historical geographers consider how their passion and vocation are best matched with the priorities of granting agencies and foundations that support humanities research; or that they align with historic preservation, global change, or other public-spirited work Although I have no personal ties to GIS, I believe that recent efforts to use it in a range of historical geography projects are highly promising. I believe that historical geographers are capable not merely of playing by the upward-ratcheting rules of the academy, but of excelling at them.



In August last year I attended a 6-day workshop in San Francisco as a part of the Center for Spatially Integrated Social Science’s (CSISS) SPACE initiative to introduce GIScience to the social science classroom (for information on SPACE workshops go to: http:// www.csiss.org/SPACE/). For me the workshop served as a primer to the technique of GIScience. I learned the basics of compiling map layers from popularly used data-sets, like the US Census, and how to analyze spatial data contained therein. What struck me most of all as an historical geographer was the potential for integrating qualitative data including links to digital images such as paintings, photographs and scanned manuscript documents. While this has all kinds of implications for future research in historical geography, particularly the way historical geographical research is visualized, displayed and analyzed, this realization also opens up possibilities for integrating historical geographical perspectives in the teaching and mentoring of students with decided interests in GIScience. In this my first year at St. Cloud



I don’t mean for this column to read like a dismissal of academic freedom, which I strongly defend—in part through active participation in my campus faculty association. I do suggest that self-interested steps are needed by early- and mid-career historical geographers to ensure that curiosity-driven historical geography research is not relegated to the ranks of independent (and independently wealthy) scholars, given the increasingly corporate climate of colleges and universities in North America today.
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PAST PLACE Spring/Summer 2006 concurs arguing HGIS offers new tools to deal with the complexities of the past with which historical geographers so enjoy grappling. And yet, as he points out, there exist barriers—technical, ‘cultural’ and epistemological—to the widespread adoption of GIS in historical geographical analysis. Peter Bol, Chair of the China HGIS Project (Harvard University), discusses the challenges that have emerged in executing the ambitious enterprise of committing over 2,000 years of Chinese historical geographical change to a multilingual GIS format. Michael Goodchild (UC Santa Barbara) rounds off the forum with an insightful and forward looking commentary that points to the potential for a more time-conscious and objectoriented GIS. These scholars bring their unique and valuable insights from their engagement with some of the most exciting projects currently being undertaken in GIS let alone HGIS. Furthermore, in the body of several of the commentaries hyperlinks to online databases and the projects discussed have been made available for readers to see for themselves the potential of this productive new development in historical geography.



State, I have signed on as advisor to two graduate students, both with applied skills in GIScience. Though I have tended to shy away from quantitative and technical approaches in geography, preferring instead to immerse myself in social theory, qualitative methodology, and approaches straddling the social sciences and the humanities, my more recent appreciation for GIS has facilitated a productive twoway relationship: as an advisor I encourage my students to apply an historical imagination and other critical qualitative analytical skills in their GIS work; in turn I am learning from students (and colleagues) how to apply GIS to enhance not only the presentation of the data but my understanding of the interspatial relationships (best encapsulated in the GIS concepts of the layer and the buffer). Jay Forstner, M.S. student in geography at St. Cloud State, is currently working to digitize information from exploration accounts, including diary entries, painted images and photographs, produced from expeditions to the Yellowstone region prior to the Park’s establishment in 1872. As Jay’s advisor, I draw inspiration from my own former advisor, Deryck Holdsworth, whose work with students (such as Henry Rademacher) at Penn State has inflected the direction of his own research program on eighteenth- and nineteenth-century protooffice districts in productive and interesting ways.



The editor welcomes any letters or comments on the Forum (or any part of the Newsletter), along with any ideas for future forums that you may have. Thank you for all your support and enjoy.



But I do not mean to give a personal history of my own professional engagement with GIS; rather I wish to set up the topic of this issue’s Historical Geography Forum on “Historical GIS and Historical Geography” co-arranged with Ian Gregory (Queen’s University, Belfast). We are most honored to have commentaries from four of the most dynamic and influential geographers in the field of historical GIS (HGIS): each of whom will comment in their own way on the importance and relevance of GIS to historical geography. Anne Kelly Knowles (Middlebury College), editor of the volume Past Time, Past Place published by ESRI Press in 2002, leads the forum by pointing to the trend of non-geographers seemingly being more drawn to and impressed by the historical value of GIS. Ultimately she argues we don’t have to be GIS-whizzes to realize its value nor even to utilize its interpretive power but, by virtue of our spatial training and sophisticated cartographic appreciation, geographers are in a uniquely privileged position to explore the methodological options this technique brings to the table. David Bodenhamer (IUPUI)



Historical Geography Forum



Historical GIS & Historical Geography1 Anne Kelly Knowles Middlebury College



T



he use of GIS in historical research has become sufficiently wide-spread and well developed in the past decade or so to earn an academic label – “historical GIS” – and a growing cadre of enthusiastic practitioners. Most of them are not geographers, let alone historical geographers. This makes sense in some ways. Historical scholars outside our discipline are more impressed by GIS than we are. The unfamiliarity of GIS software and what it can do heightens the geewhiz factor of everything from simple choropleth mapping to the many varieties of spatial analysis. The Thanks to Stephen Hornsby, Sally Hermansen, and Michael Conzen for their comments.



1
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PAST PLACE Spring/Summer 2006 more serious point is that non-geographers are finding historical GIS to be an exciting, intellectually stimulating method. It is inspiring them to think in new ways that are attracting growing interest and respect. Recent award-winning books in history whose analysis is based significantly on GIS include Geoff Cunfer’s On the Great Plains: Agriculture and Environment; Brian Donahue’s The Great Meadow: Farmers and the Land in Colonial Concord; and Michael McCormick’s Origins of the European Economy: Communications and Commerce, AD 300-900.



his study area or working the land he farms in a neighboring Massachusetts town. He deeply understood his material. The GIS he built was a necessary analytical tool, for it allowed him to dig below the superficial understanding of New England agriculture voiced by nineteenth-century observers whose testimony historians had previously taken as conclusive evidence. Donahue used GIS to do what Cole Harris has urged us all to do – to test theories and the claims of historical actors by chasing them to ground in the archives and in the physical landscape.



While these authors rightly claim that their use of GIS is innovative, what has won them awards and kudos is their ability to bring a raft of evidence to bear in support of powerful revisionist arguments that challenge long-standing interpretations of major historical events. Cunfer takes on the causes of the Dust Bowl, long believed to be what Donald Worster and, before him, the Works Progress Administration, said they were, namely the overly zealous plowing of the arid plains by ignorant farmers caught in the web of capitalism. Where Worster used detailed case studies from a few counties, Cunfer examines agricultural and environmental data for the entire region, reframing the issues geographically as well as analytically. Donahue mounts a reasoned argument about how and why farmers worked and divided land as they did on the basis of carefully reconstructed land use, plot by plot, over four generations in one New England town. The results strongly support his argument that colonial farmers did not abuse the soil and lay waste to New England’s environment.



Which brings me to historical geographers and historical GIS. As an old-school Wisconsin-trained historical geographer, I appreciate that historical GIS is vulnerable to criticism. One critique I have heard from many historical geographers is that those claiming to do HGIS are really just using GIS software to make maps; what they are doing is computer cartography, not anything really new. Another common criticism is that maps generated from GIS are ugly, inelegant, sometimes mawkishly modern. Non-geographers lack the aesthetic sensibility and the geographical training to realize how awful their graphics are. Too true. Senior historical geographers are particularly unimpressed by efforts at historical geovisualization, which too often can be dismissed as eye candy. When the use of GIS is more impressive, critics are likely to observe that historical GIS is just historical geography under a new name. I agree that historical GIS scholarship is as yet cartographically unsophisticated and that geovisualization has yet to show much intellectual depth. But historical GIS is not just a new name for historical geography, mainly because HGIS is an unfettered, free-ranging method rather than a sub-discipline. It is one of a number of names for a new curiosity about geographical methods, sources, and questions. (Other umbrella terms include humanities GIS and spatial history.) By keeping in mind all the current weaknesses of HGIS, however, historical geographers are in the best position to use the great array of GIS techniques thoughtfully and creatively, with full knowledge of their limitations. Our skills are the envy of other historical scholars. We understand geographical data. We know where to find historical maps and how to use them as historical evidence. We have easier access than most scholars to excellent instruction and technical support in our own departments.



Donahue’s work highlights the fact that what makes excellent historical GIS is the same thing that makes historical work of any kind illuminating and convincing: going through lots of evidence with a finetooth comb, and emerging from one’s scholarly labor with a compelling story. Donahue built his historical GIS of landholdings, but he is no GIS wizard. He did not make his own maps (which are serviceable but hard to read) and he probably never will. His brilliance lies in realizing that GIS could help him reexamine a region’s history with a degree of empirical intensity that no one had attempted before, and in his willingness to devote twenty years to studying Concord’s historical records, working at them constantly until he knew them inside and out. Meanwhile he read everything that had been written on colonial farming and spent his weekends walking -4-
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Historical GIS: A New Future for the Past?



The traditional strengths of historical geography also offer models and I dare say wisdom for those discovering geographical or historical inquiry for the first time. Devoted as we are to maps and mapping, we know that other sources and kinds of analysis are equally valuable. Historical geographers are less likely than scholars trained in other traditions to think they are done answering a geographical question once they have mapped the data. Our involvement in the debates within geography about the social construction of maps and the social context of GIS should make our use of the technology exceptionally nuanced. We also understand much better than do most scholars coming to history from a GIS background the vital importance of understanding the provenance of sources, the need to document sources assiduously and to mine them cautiously.



David Bodenhamer



Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis History is about time and space, and GIS is ideal for handling spatial information and is becoming more adept at managing temporal data. Of all modern information technologies, it may have the most potential for breaching the wall of tradition in history, for at least two reasons: it maps information, thus providing both a format and a metaphor with which historians are conversant; and it integrates and visualizes information, making it possible to see the complexity historians find in the past. Why isn’t this technology more prominent in the historian’s toolkit? Certainly, exemplary projects exist. Many of them, such as those noted in Past Time, Past Place (2002),2 involve extensive data collection and creation within a historical GIS, including major national projects in Great Britain, Taiwan, China, Germany, the Netherlands, and the United States, among others. Scholars are developing new tools and methods for use in historical GIS. Handbooks on GIS for historians are appearing, as are dedicated workshops and professional journals and networks.3 Still, relatively few historians use geographic information systems, and spatial analysis has yet to make major contributions to historiography.



Lastly, historical GIS holds potential for extending and enriching our understanding of core themes in historical geography. There is hardly a better application of GIS to history than the reconstruction and analysis of past places and how they changed over time. The ability to geographically reference historical maps and incorporate them into multi-layer analyses gives that class of sources even greater potential for our scholarship. The social construction of place and the contested meanings of place become vividly clear when one attempts to build a historical GIS of territorial boundaries and their changes over time. The two strongest appeals of GIS for historical geography may be the ability it offers to contextualize one’s research more fully, as the layering of information at various scales is theoretically infinite, and the ability to analyze very large datasets. Chronic problems in historical GIS also offer intellectual challenges that historical geographers will instantly recognize, and could help the scholarly community solve. For example, the rigid logic of GIS database architecture ill suits the ambiguities and incompleteness of historical sources. There are as yet no really good ways to represent and particularly to analyze change over time, which historical GIS seems to put within tantalizingly close reach but which in fact remains an obdurate problem. We need better solutions than small multiples, map animation, and overlay analysis. Historical GIS needs the experience, insight, and discipline of historical geography. It calls for our creative involvement.



One of the most cited impediments is the technology’s awkwardness or inability in managing ambiguous, incomplete, contradictory, and missing data. From its origins, GIS has dealt with objects and events that can be measured, verified, tested. As with any technology, it requires precision, perhaps not completely, but far exceeding what historians find in their evidence. Developing accurate historical base maps is especially troublesome. Older maps lack known coordinate 2 Anne Kelly Knowles, ed., Past Time, Past Place (ESRI Press, 2002) 3 The best primer on historical GIS is Ian N. Gregory, A Place in History: A Guide to Using GIS in Historical Research (London: Oxbow Books Ltd., 2003). History and Computing, the official journal of the association by that name, publishes frequent articles on historical GIS, including a recent issue dedicated to the subject (Vol. 13, September 2001). Both the AAG and Social Science History Association have active and growing networks in historical GIS.
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PAST PLACE Spring/Summer 2006 decennial U.S. Census of Religious Bodies (1906-36), the National Council of Churches (1956), and the Glenmary Research Center (1971-2000). Recently eight teams of religious historians and sociologists used it to examine religion in the United States. Many of these scholars had used the data before—and all were aware of the numerous excellent print atlases on religion— but most of them had never mapped religion data interactively. Ultimately the teams chose to begin each volume in the series Religion by Region (8 volumes, Alta Mira Press, 2003-06) with a chapter that featured the regional geography of religion they had constructed. The teams also used the Website as a repository for the color maps they developed, thus extending their analyses beyond the limited page space—and blackand-white format—allotted by the publisher. One result has been unusually high interest not only from scholars but also from journalists, a number of whom have used NARA to do follow-up stories.



systems, which defeats the technology’s ability to reproject them. More important is the instability of historical boundaries. GIS can handle the overlap among known boundaries at any given point in time, but we still struggle to deal efficiently with continually shifting or vaguely defined boundaries. How to represent time, an essential variable in history, is another widely recognized obstacle to adoption of GIS within the discipline. Other barriers relate less to the nature of data or tools and more to the culture of GIS. Mastering spatial methods and software is, in effect, learning another discipline, another way of thinking. It also means developing expertise in a complicated technology that is continually evolving. The concept of modeling, so necessary to the spatial scientist, is alien to the historian. The technology requires time and money, often lots of it. For many projects, the process of developing GIS data means collaboration with technical and domain experts. Working in a team, itself an act foreign to historians, places a premium on management skills. In brief, the cost of historical GIS is high and can only be justified by the analytical benefit performed with the data. Most historians are hard pressed to make this calculation in their favor at present.



As we improve ways to integrate, analyze, and visualize different types of historical sources, including multi-media, within GIS, we can new forms of scholarship, such as cartographic narratives, historical life maps, spatial stories, and other means of helping historians weave a story that represents the complex past they are interpreting. New tools and methods are making GIS more compatible with the needs of historians, but it is unclear whether historical GIS will stand alongside traditional methods or if it will offer an alternate, postmodern history that exploits the technology’s potential for exploring simultaneity, multiplicity, and contingency. One thing seems certain: historical GIS is reintroducing space to history, and as a consequence, the future of the past has rarely offered more promise for exploring uncharted territory.



A more significant problem, perhaps the largest one, is the absence of spatial questions in history. For all our allegiance to contextualization, we still treat space and the events associated with it primarily as cultural markers. Discussions of proximity, topography, and other spatial concepts informed the work of historians from Herodotus to Braudel, but as the modern world collapsed our notion of distance, space became less visible to students of the past. GIS often does not strike many historians as a useful technology because we are not asking questions that allow us to use it profitably.



Historical GIS & China



Scholars and technologists are addressing many of these issues successfully, and as a result we are beginning to see historical GIS add value, if not prompt new approaches, to traditional questions. One example is the Web-based North American Historical Atlas (www.religionatlas.org), developed by the Polis Center at Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis in collaboration with the international Electronic Cultural Atlas Initiative (www.ecai.org). NARA’s interactive mapping allows scholars to map county-level religion adherence data collected for the



Peter K. Bol



Harvard University The China Historical Geographic Information System (CHGIS) project began in 2001 and is scheduled to be completed in 2006. Our immediate goal is to create the authoritative common base GIS for Chinese history, from the inception of a unified bureaucratic empire in 222 BC to the end of the dynastic period in 1911 AD -6-



PAST PLACE Spring/Summer 2006 historical GIS as well: “China” in our case is not a modern nation-state read back onto the past and the sources are not limited to material originating in Chinese; we must recognize that there were contending regimes, with different centers and often of different ethnicities, whose claims to authority over space were contested.



(with eventual continuation into the present). CHGIS is a comprehensive digital compilation of administrative units and the human settlements at which they had their administrations, all of which are being georeferenced and documented at each stage of their historical development. The logic of the project is simple. The Chinese historical record contains an enormous amount of data with spatial attributes, but to analyze the spatial relationships in this data we must first locate the places to which the data pertains. And since this data was largely gathered by and reported through the administrative hierarchy, locating administrative places is the necessary first step. The larger purpose of the project, however, is to provide researchers with a common platform for sharing knowledge and information from disparate fields.



Second, if an historical GIS is going to be a open-ended and cumulative venture scholars must see the value of mapping their data—whether population reports, tax quotas, military garrisons, or religious institutions— onto historically accurate administrative and settlement geographies. A minority of historians is committed to comparative and quantitative analysis, and of them only a small group has thus far seen that mastering the software for geospatial analysis enables us to bring spatial analysis to bear on temporal questions. Geospatial analysis is accessible to those who are not trained in statistics, but it is not simple and intuitive software. We need to do more to facilitate the spatial analysis of historical data for students, most of whom have now played with Google Earth®.



The Chinese historical record, particularly once local histories began to be compiled in a systematic and cumulative fashion in the twelfth century, provides us for period of over two-thousand years with a body of information about the one-fifth of humanity that populated the eastern end of the Eurasian landmass. It makes it possible to study the largest population across the largest area for the longest period in human history. The prospect of making the raw data for the study of demographic change, economic development, transportation networks, religious institutions, and political systems available in a multilingual GIS format holds great promise.



Third, almost all historical research has a spatial component, and an historical GIS provides a means of seeing the significance of the spatial component. But since most historians focus on particular times and places, it is unlikely that they will also create the datasets that will enable them to see how their particular study fits into larger spatial patterns. In the case of the China HGIS I think this means that we must take it on ourselves to provide a number of very large datasets of fundamental importance (such the available demographic data) in addition to the record of administrative places.



I see at least three challenges to reaching this end. First, the great appeal of an historical GIS is that it allows us to visualize and model spatiotemporal data. However, historical conceptions of spatial entities, such as counties and prefectures, were not constant. Today China treats administrative units as territories with clear boundaries (polygons in GIS terms), but in early times the field administration was conceived of as a network of administrative seats (points in GIS terms), each of which was trying to collect resources from and maintain order in a surrounding territory whose boundary zones were not stable. Analyzing relationships between local social and economic processes and government involves recognizing that the processes that transformed space into place changed and being able to represent this kind of change in a manner that does not deceive users of the GIS. This applies to the concept of a “national”



In the end an historical GIS offers us the possibility of locating the raw data of the past in space and time and of making that data publicly accessible. But information can only answer the questions we ask of it. Historical GIS will contribute to changing the way we think about the past when historians can show that some questions have different answers when space is taken into account. All CHGIS datasets are available for downloading free of charge at http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~chgis



-7-



PAST PLACE Spring/Summer 2006



Time, Space, & GIS



There have been many attempts to raise awareness of the importance of time within the GIS community, and to develop models that can be used to represent dynamics. An early book by Langran (1993) identified the types of changes that can occur in boundary networks, particularly in land ownership, and more recently Peuquet has published a series of articles and books on modeling dynamics (see, for example, Peuquet, 1994, 1995, 2001, 2002). The arsenal of techniques for analyzing spatio-temporal data has been growing rapidly (see the STARS open-source software developed by Serge Rey and his group, starspy.sourceforge.net), and the potential of the Global Positioning System (GPS) for tracking animals, people, and vehicles has led to a burst of renewed interest in the time geography of Hägerstrand (see, for example, Miller, 2005). These by and large are research efforts, however, that do not transfer easily into the world of commercial GIS software, so from the perspective of practicing historians and historical geographers the most important development of recent years is probably the introduction of object-oriented data modeling, a new paradigm of representation in GIS that makes it far easier to model dynamics.



Michael F. Goodchild



University of California, Santa Barbara



G



eographic information systems are designed to deal with data arrayed in space, and over the years they have gained a reputation for taking an essentially static view of the world. There are good reasons for this, of course, and they stem from the early connection between GIS and maps, and the notion that GIS is best understood as a collection of maps stored in a computer. Maps are expensive to produce, since humans must be involved in the elaborate process of acquiring and compiling data, editing, annotating, and printing, and today the U.S. Geological Survey estimates that a standard topographic sheet costs on the order of $100,000 if prepared from scratch. To justify their cost, therefore, maps must be useful for as many purposes as possible, and for as long as possible – and it follows that maps will emphasize the comparatively static features of the Earth’s surface over the dynamic ones. Topographic maps show contours, placenames, roads, railroads, rivers, and lakes, all of which are expected to remain largely the same throughout the lifetime of the map; and a GIS developed to store and manipulate such maps will also tend to favor such static features.



In order to store data in a computer it is necessary for the designer of the system to make certain assumptions about the nature of those data. For example, many computer applications are based on the assumption that the data to be stored are in the form of entries in a rectangular table – Microsoft Excel began with this assumption, although it has grown somewhat beyond it over the years. GIS similarly began with the assumption that the data to be stored was found on maps, and initially those maps were of very specific types. Object-oriented designs have finally liberated GIS from the constraints of this “map metaphor” by introducing a different set of assumptions that are much more general. First, we assume that everything to be stored in a GIS is an instance of some class, such as the class of battles or the class of trees. Second, classes can be specializations of more general classes and inherit their properties, so the class of battles in WWII might be a specialization of the class of battles. Third, relationships of various kinds can exist between classes and the instances within classes. Battles, for example, might be related to the class of military commanders, and the entry Austerlitz in the battles class might be related to the entry Napoleon in the military commanders class.



This emphasis on the static and cross-sectional suggests that GIS will be of little interest to historians whose emphasis is on the dynamic and longitudinal. But GIS’s ability to represent the geographic context of historical events nevertheless proves useful, even though that context is comparatively static. The static topography of the Gettysburg battlefield may provide insight into the direction of the battle, and the static layout of Salem may similarly inform our understanding of the trials and the social networks that gave them context (Knowles, 2002). GIS also proves useful in overcoming some of the geographic issues, such as moving county boundaries, which make it difficult to examine changes through time in census records (see the National Historical GIS, www.nhgis.org). Despite these examples, however, it is hard to escape the simple view that history is about time and geography is about space – and that historians run the risk of losing sight of time if they adopt GIS.
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PAST PLACE Spring/Summer 2006 Within this framework location in space and time becomes one of the distinguishing attributes of each feature or instance – and location may change through time as features move around the landscape. Objectoriented data modeling allows GIS users to keep track of dynamic as well as static features, to visualize them in various ways, and to analyze their patterns. It is even possible to include features that have no known or associated location on the Earth’s surface, such as the pay scales of the British army in the 1890s, again moving significantly away from the map metaphor.



Student Award Report Yolonda Youngs was the winner of the 2005 HGSG research award for her doctoral research at Arizona State University. We congratulate her on her achievement, and wish her well in her project



Yolonda Youngs



Arizona State University Many historians and geographers have explored the evolution of national park landscapes. For Grand Canyon National Park, previous cultural research has focused on the rim area, the trails of the park, or the Colorado River. Few studies, however, have connected the cultural landscape evolution of the rim and river environments temporally and spatially. My dissertation topic involves blending historical, geographical, and cartographic (Geographic Information System-GIS) elements to create an interpretation of national parks that explores the evolving historical landscapes of these areas. Specifically, my research involves reconstructing the cultural landscape evolution in Grand Canyon National Park by focusing on a transect of this large, western park from Grand Canyon Village on the South Rim, along the Bright Angel Trail, to Phantom Ranch along the Colorado River in the Inner Gorge. I am tracing changes in the cultural landscape of the park from its initial designation as a federally managed and protected place. This timeline begins with the establishment of Grand Canyon National Monument in 1908, then on to its establishment as a National Park in 1919, through to the present. I am also using this landscape reconstruction as a vehicle to explore and interpret changing notions of national identity, public space, and the significance of nature and culture. I believe this analysis will provide a model for assessing how changes in the national park idea and in American tourism play out in particular places over time.



At UC Santa Barbara doctoral student Alan Glennon and I have recently built an object-oriented data model for the representation of geographic flows, using the examples of migration, military campaigns, and rivers, and with support from ESRI and the National Science Foundation. One of our case studies is Napoleon’s Moscow campaign, and we have drawn much of the relevant information from Minard’s map, which shows not only the route of the army but also a chart of daily temperatures (see http://ags.ou.edu/~gdi/flow/). With tools like these we now have the ability to represent complex movements in space and time, such as the movements of armies at the Battle of Waterloo, and to create snapshot visualizations of the state of the battle at any point in time – a far more powerful approach than the traditional methods used to depict battlefield movements in map form. References Knowles, A.K., ed., 2002. Past Time, Past Place: GIS for History. Redlands, CA: ESRI Press. Langran, G., 1993. Time in Geographical Information Systems. London: Taylor and Francis. Miller, H.J., 2005. A measurement theory for time geography. Geographical Analysis 37: 17-45. Peuquet, D.J. and N. Duan, 1995. An event-based spatiotemporal data model for geographic information systems. International Journal of Geographical Information Systems 9(1): 7-24. Peuquet, D.J., 1994. A conceptual framework for the representation of temporal dynamics in geographic information systems. Annals of the Association of American Geographers 84(3): 441-461. Peuquet, D.J., 2001. Making space for time: issues in spacetime representation. Geoinformatica 5(1): 11-32. Peuquet, D.J., 2002. Representations of Space and Time. New York: Guilford.



This research combines archival research, fieldwork, and GIS to explore the rim to river environments of Grand Canyon National Park. The generous funds from the Historical Geography Student Research Award assisted in meeting part of the cost of my travel and permits associated with fieldwork this past summer. I visited the National Park Service archives and the National Park Service library at Grand Canyon Village on the South Rim. At the archives I met and -9-



PAST PLACE Spring/Summer 2006 networks and Colbert’s mercantilist experiments in the Franco-Caribbean.”



informally interviewed key park staff about the locations of relevant historical documents for my study and conducted preliminary archival research into the history of Grand Canyon National Park. I had the thrill of reading and taking notes from original manuscripts including superintendent annual reports, travel diaries, journals, concessionaire letters, blueprints, maps, and historic photographs. I also complimented my archival research with field work; I acquainting myself with the rim to river environments through field sketching, exploring the pedestrian and vehicular pathways around the Grand Canyon Village, and—after obtaining the proper permits—hiking down the Bright Angle Trail to Phantom Ranch and the Colorado River.



Other participants, duly recognized here, included: Matthew Liesch, University of Wisconsin-Madison Paul H. Hammon, University of Missouri David Havlick, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Deanna Benson, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Chris W. Post, University of Kansas



HGSG Student Research Award Winners Masters-Level ($200)



I am very grateful for this opportunity to connect archival research with my field site in Grand Canyon National Park. Without the support of the Historical Geography Specialty Group this would not be possible. I heartily thank the research award committee for the honor of the award and the valuable chance this funding gave me to travel to my field site and archives.



Matthew Liesch, Department of Geography, University of Wisconsin, Madison, “Places of Opportunity, Places of Despair: Perceptual Geography and the Gogebic Iron Range of Michigan and Wisconsin.” Doctoral-Level ($400)



2006 Student Awards



Ezra Zeitler, Department of Anthropology and Geography, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, “TransAtlantic Migration of French-Speaking Walloon Belgians to Wisconsin's Door Peninsula.”



As with previous years, the winners of the student paper and research proposal awards were announced at the HGSG business meeting at this year’s AAG meeting in Chicago. For the paper awards there were three entries for each level and as always the committee remarked on the particularly high quality of the submissions.



Winners of the research proposal awards are reminded to submit a 1-2 page report on the research conducted with the assistance of the award to Past Place for inclusion in the newsletter. Our congratulations to this year’s winners, and our appreciation to all who entered.



HGSG Student Paper Awards Winners and Participants Ralph Brown Award (Masters-level) Jeremy Bryson, Department of Earth Sciences, Montana State University, “Smoke Dreams: Urban Environments and the Construction of Landscape in Anaconda, Montana.” Andrew Hill Clark Award (Doctoral-level) Bertie Mandelblatt, Department of Geography, Royal Holloway, University of London, “Irish boeuf salé under lock and key: material culture, transatlantic - 10 -



PAST PLACE Spring/Summer 2006 in Philadelphia but no one followed through with a contribution); and 3) consider developing a travel fund for students so they can attend the AAG, EHGA, ICHG, or some other meeting which highlights the work of historical geographers. With respect to this last suggestion, one possibility might be to have the HGSG reserve two rooms for two days for students attending the AAG or EHGA. Providing this opportunity might “open the door” to increasing our membership. To do this, we would likely have to count on donations from our current membership base.



Treasurer’s Report



HGSG Treasurer’s Report for 2005-2006 Chicago, Illinois Geoff Buckley Ohio University



Balance Forward 6/20/05



1,471.18



Interest Earned 7/20/05-2/20/06



3.58



Deposits AAG Deposit (10/20/05) AAG 2005 Conference Expenses Ph.D. Research Proposal Prize M.A./M.S. Research Proposal Prize Andrew Hill Clark Award Ralph Brown Award Applied Geography Prize Awards Luncheon tickets (TBA) Post-AAG Balance



Over the past three years, I have encouraged members of the HGSG to promote the group with the goal of increasing membership and raising revenue. As I submit my last Treasurer’s Report, I make the same appeal. An expanded membership base will allow us to do more, especially when it comes to meeting the needs of students.



1371.00* 2845.76 400.00 200.00 250.00 250.00 250.00 __________ Stay tuned!



New Publications and Media I am pleased to call attention to a few recent and forthcoming publications. If you would like to include a notice for a forthcoming or recently released book or film in Past Place that you think would be of particular interest to historical geographers, please contact the Editor. Please note that the following write-ups are publishers’ announcements and press releases, not reviews by the Editor.



* Reflects dues paid through 8/31/05 Comments As we look ahead to San Francisco in 2007, our current financial situation is almost identical to what it was a year ago. Although we received $67.00 less from the AAG this year and we do not, as yet, have a final tally on our debits for this meeting (largely determined by the number of Awards Luncheon tickets we purchase) I can say with absolute certainty that we have more than enough money to cover our current needs and carry forward a healthy balance. One new development I would like to report to the group is that the bank which holds our account has changed its name from Security State Bank of Mankato to First National Bank of Minnesota. To the best of my knowledge, this change has not affected our account in any way.



Domosh, Mona. Selling Civilization: A Cultural Geography of American Imperialism. Routledge, Forthcoming (2006).



I would like to make the following recommendations: 1) maintain the same level of support for our student paper and research competitions; 2) move forward with plans to initiate a named prize in honor of Carville Earle (This was suggested by David Robinson



Selling Civilization is a novel interpretation of the relationship between consumerism, commercialism, and imperialism during the first empire building ear of - 11 -
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America in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Unlike other empires in history, which were typically built on military power, the first American empire was primarily a commercial one, dedicated to pushing products overseas and dominating foreign markets. While the American government was important, it was the great capitalist firms of America - Heinz, Singer, McCormick, Kodak, Standard Oil - that drove the imperial process, explicitly linking the purchase of consumer goods overseas with "civilization" Their persistent message to America's prospective customers was, "buy American products and join the march of progress." Selling Civilization also explores how the images of peoples overseas conveyed through goods elevated America's sense of itself in the world. As well, the racial and gendered messages apparent in ads for sewing machines, processed food, and agricultural tools were foundational to the development of American imperialism and to American identity. That vision continues to shape American imperialism up to the present. A bold new interpretation of the commercial roots of American global power, Selling Civilization does for the cultural dimensions of America imperialism what Anne McClintock did for British imperialism in her classic Imperial Leather.



National Geographic Research



"Myths destroy time . . . ideologies reify space.' Through these two structures John Rennie Short examines the roles of the wilderness, the country, and the city in politics and art. . . . This is a rare achievement." The Higher



Tyner, James. The Geography of Malcolm X: Black Radicalism and the Remaking of American Space. Routledge, 2005. The impact of Malcolm X and black nationalism can hardly be overestimated. Not only did they transform race relations in America, they revolutionized the study of race in all fields of study, from American history to literature to sociology. Jim Tyner's The Geography of Malcolm X will be the first book to apply a geographical perspective to black radicalism. The Geography of Malcolm X explores how the radical black power movement that emerged in the 1960s thought and acted in spatial terms. How did they conceive of the space of the ghetto? The different social and political geographies of the North and South? The imaginative geographies connecting blacks in America to Africa and the emerging postcolonial world? At the center of his account is the intellectual evolution of Malcolm X, who at every stage of his development applied a spatial perspective to the predicament of blacks in America and the world. The Geography of Malcolm X introduces critical race theory to geography and demonstrates to readers in many other fields the importance of space and place in black nationalist thought. Given his range of thinking and his centrality to the era, Malcolm X is an ideal window into this long-neglected aspect of race relations in America.



Short, John Rennie. Imagined Country: Environment, Culture, and Society. Syracuse University Press, 2005. First published by Routledge in 1991, this book “Explores the relationship between society and the physical world through representation the artistic recreation of the physical world which reflects interpretation.” "Imagined Country views the environment as a social construct, defined, interpreted, and reproduced by culture and ideology . . . . The book makes its case on - 12 -



PAST PLACE Spring/Summer 2006 Or visit the Society's web site at: http://www. pioneeramerica.org.



General Announcements & News



The Pioneer America Society will hold its 38th annual conference in Springfield, Ohio, on October 5-7th, 2006.



Download Free Shapefiles from the Atlas of Historical County Boundaries



The sponsors for the meeting will be Wittenberg University, the Heritage Center of Clark County, Ohio, and the Turner Foundation. The host for this event will be Professor Artimus Keiffer, architectural geographer (and former co-editor of Past Place), of the Geography Department at Wittenberg University.



The Newberry Library announces the free distribution of digital files from its Atlas of Historical County Boundaries. The shapefiles and supplemental data for the first eight states in digital form may be downloaded without charge from the library’s Web site, www.newberry.org/ahcbp.



The theme for this year's conference is: "On the Rebound: Landscape Revitalization in a Historic, Industrial Midwestern Town". The opening reception will be in the Heritage Center of Clark County, which is housed in the huge, Romanesque historic market building that was once City Hall, and is ranked as one of the top local museums in the country. The Saturday field trip will focus on urban revitalization, extant industrial artifacts, and the historic nature of Springfield in regards to its ethnic settlement. Local experts will comment on: 1) the master plan for the city's revitalization, which is quickly becoming a bedroom community for Columbus; 2) the recent restoration of the Frank Lloyd Wright Westcott House; 3) the restoration of the Pennsylvania House ("the house at the end of the National Road"); 4) the arrangement of ethnic cemeteries; and 5) the remnants of the local Underground Railroad as evidenced through oral histories and archeological excavations.



The states currently available are California, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New Jersey, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wyoming. The Dakotas will be released soon, to be followed by Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. Additional states will be posted to the Internet during the year ahead. The material for each state includes the Historical Counties file, a single, master shapefile that contains the polygons of every different, mappable version of each county, plus proposed (but unsuccessful) counties, extinct counties, and non-county areas, together with the corresponding attribute table and metadata. Coverage is comprehensive in time and space: every day from the creation of the state through 31 December 2000; every county created within the state’s modern limits, regardless of the originating authority, and every county created by the state, regardless of where the county was located. The attribute table contains county names, version numbers, FIPS codes, and beginning and ending dates for each polygon, plus brief descriptions of the changes and citations to the sources for the changes. The metadata provides a description of methodology and technical aspects of the files.



The conference committee is currently soliciting proposals for papers, special sessions, and panel discussions relating to the conference theme. However, papers on all topics related to material culture and of interest to the Society are welcome. The abstract deadline is Monday, August 7, 2006. For further conference information, contact:



In addition to the master Historical Counties shapefile, there is a Comprehensive Database and a set of Stateby-Year shapefiles that are meant to serve the user’s convenience. The database includes non-mappable changes (e.g., attachments of unorganized counties, changes too small to map), which are not found in the attribute table. The state-by-year shapefiles, each of which produces a ready-made map of the state’s complete county network as of the end of December in



Artimus Keiffer, Department of Geography, 110 Carnegie Hall, Wittenberg University, Springfield, OH 45501, (937) 327-7304 [email protected] - 13 -



PAST PLACE Spring/Summer 2006 different years, synthesize the changes that occurred over the course of a year.



The CAG HGSG seeks to further excellence in the teaching, study, and writing of historical geography, to promote collegiality and scholarly exchange among historical geographers, and to advance the interdisciplinary interests of historical geography within the academic community and beyond.



Supplementary Texts comprise a set of files in HTML format that are meant to increase the efficiency and convenience of the user’s work. For all states there is an Index of Counties and Equivalents, a set of Individual County Chronologies, a Bibliography of Sources, and a copy of the Metadata. For some states there also will be a Commentary that describes research problems and solutions and a Consolidated Chronology of all changes in state and county boundaries, names, organization, and attachments.



We welcome your input and want you to feel free to contact any member of the ad hoc executive: Laura Cameron, [email protected] Caroline Desbiens, [email protected] Matthew Farish, [email protected] Matt Hatvany, [email protected] Arn Keeling, [email protected] Phil Mackintosh, [email protected] Dave Rossiter, [email protected]



As copyright holder, the Newberry makes these files available free for use under an Attribution-Non Commercial-Share Alike Creative Commons License.



With high hopes,



CAG Historical Geography Specialty Group



Phil Mackintosh, Chair, Ad Hoc Historical Geography Study Group



Dear Fellow Historical Geographers: In accordance with Article XII of the Constitution of the Canadian Association of Geographers (CAG), and having garnered signatures from at least 15 CAG members, the Ad Hoc Historical Geography Study Group has submitted an application to the CAG executive to receive official recognition within the association as the CAG Historical Geography Study Group (HGSG).



Sundown Towns, by James W. Loewen One of the most historical of all geographic subjects is the distribution of race over space in the United States. (It is also one of the most geographic of all historical subjects.) Yet it has hardly been studied. My new book, Sundown Towns, tries to change that. In it, I prove (or claim to prove) that in some Northern states, a majority of all incorporated communities were sundown towns that kept out African Americans (and often Jews, Chinese Americans, etc.). But my book only opens this box. Many more studies need to be done.



The ad hoc HGSG, whose executive are Laura Cameron, Caroline Desbiens, Matthew Farish, Matthew Hatvany, Arn Keeling, Phil Mackintosh and Dave Rossiter, hopes to expand the interest in and influence of the study group throughout the next few months, in preparation for the annual general meeting in Thunder Bay, Ontario, May 29-June 6, 2006. Here we will establish a permanent CAG HGSG and undertake the process of filling positions with those eager to participate.



Regarding further research, first, the sheer extent of the problem needs study. Did a given town or county develop the policy, formally or informally, of keeping out African Americans or other groups? Then, looking over time and space is crucial: did many towns in an area go sundown at once? Was a sort of contagion involved? Why did some towns go sundown and others not? In some parts of the United States, towns that allowed African Americans to live in them were much rarer than sundown towns. What explains these exceptions?



We hope to encourage many CAG and AAG members, faculty, students, and otherwise, to join the HGSG, especially by expanding the role and size of the executive. We anticipate that by giving more historical geographers a part in the affairs of the HGSG we will increase the relevance of the group. As our mission statement intimates: - 14 -



PAST PLACE Spring/Summer 2006 Paired comparisons of sundown and biracial or multiracial towns might reveal not only about what caused towns to go sundown, but also what resulted from that historical decision. What difference do sundown towns make today to the children who live in them? What are the implications of sundown policies for economic growth? What prompted sundown towns to relent? How did a given town open to African Americans (or others) successfully? I also suggest various regional differences in sundown towns, such as that the Deep South had the fewest, the Far West had the most diverse collection, etc. Can these be confirmed? How do sundown towns differ in the West, where Mexican or Chinese Americans were often the most numerous minorities, compared to the Midwest or Northeast? I encourage geographers, historians, sociologists, et al., to visit my website, http://uvm.edu/~jloewen/ sundowntowns.php. I hope this website helps to nurture a genre of "sundown studies." There you will find: An interactive map that tells what I know about a town's past (or present) racial policies, arranged by state. (Since there were probably c.10,000 sundown towns in 1970, most are still unexplored.) Suggestions as to how to uncover a town's racial policy in the past. Hypotheses that need testing about the causes, distribution, and effects of sundown towns. A bibliography. Finally, don't hesitate to contact me for more information: [email protected].
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