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Regional Commissioner’s Report I have always believed very strongly Scouting is a Movement not an Association. As you would appreciate and of course is obvious, leaders join the Movement, leaders leave the Movement and some transfer to new responsibilities and challenges. David Main has been RC (Cub Scouts) for almost 15 years in H & C Region. He has been involved and responsible for numerous Region Cuborees, senior roles in State Cuborees and indeed was Sub Camp Chief at two Australian Jamborees at Cataract Scout Park. Certainly by any measure, a very significant contribution. David has transferred from his role as RC(Cs) to RC(Special Projects) effective 1/3/17. David will be working in the first instance in Lower Hunter district in particular Telarah Scout Group. David; thanks a million for your long and dedicated service to the Cub Scout section and I am sure you will be enthusiastic in your new Scouting pathway. David would be the first to acknowledge and agree he would not have been able to fulfil his responsibilities without dedicated support from others in particular his wife Michele who has been a pillar of strength to the Cub Scout section in her own right. Michele will retain her position of RC(SP) and will work in also in the first instance the Lower Hunter district on specific challenges, in particular leader and youth recruitment and retention. Thank you Michele for your past efforts and likewise with David look forward to the future in your new Scouting challenges. We welcome as our new RC(Cub Scouts) Jeanine Bond. Jeanine’s appointment will be a simultaneous transfer with David’s transfer on 1/3/17. Jeanine comes to her new position with gusto and enthusiasm and has demonstrated, proven leadership skills. We look forward in working closely in her new Scouting role which I am sure she will be successful in. Also in line with Scouting being a Movement, from time to time we must review our Scouting structure to ensure we give the best possible Scouting experience to all our Scouting members. Of particular importance is our District structure both demographically and geographically. Of course the infrastructure or lack of it in Districts is paramount not only in their capacity to be a successful District but also their survival. By the way of example: when I was appointed as DC in 1986 we had 17 Districts, now we have eight. Obviously our membership both in leaders and youth is not as strong as it was in 1986 for numerous reasons. To that end our Upper Hunter District comprises of 4 groups namely Scone, Aberdeen, 2nd Muswellbrook and Denman under the leadership of Paul Wellham. Paul has done a great job in Upper Hunter District under significant challenges and at times issues. It was clear to me equally as it was to Paul with Upper Hunter only having 97 members including only 14 leaders, in terms of support to deliver quality Scouting to our 4 groups, was not sustainable.
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Regional Commissioner’s Report, continues After consultation and numerous discussions with DC Upper Hunter and DC Lower Hunter, Michael Jupp it was decided to merge Lower Hunter and Upper Hunter districts and rename the District Hunter Valley. But there is more; Michael Jupp incumbent DC Lower Hunter due to family commitments has found it necessary to “step down” from his role as DC. To that end we welcome Annette Redman currently DLJS Lower Hunter to the role as DC Hunter Valley District. This appointment will be effective 1st April 2017. Annette will do a fantastic job. She is a lovely person, very capable and I look forward to working with her in her new capacity. I am very pleased to announce Michael Jupp has agreed to become an Assistant DC of Hunter Valley District. I am also delighted to say DC Upper Hunter Paul Wellham will also be an ADC in the newly formed Hunter Valley District. This will be supplemented by dueal appointment ADC Allan George so with: • Annette Redman 



- 



DC



• Michael Jupp 



- 



ADC



• Paul Wellham 



- 



ADC



• Allan George 



- 



ADC



• David Main 



- 



RC(SP)



• Michele Main 



- 



RC(SP)



• Trish Palmer 



- 



RC(SP) (working in Beresfield)



Exciting times lie ahead in Hunter Valley District. I am personally very satisfied the merger was for all the “right” reasons and the big winners will be our youth with such a talented and experienced team to support them.



Steve Fernie Regional Commissioner
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Training Report A Quote from Nelson Mandela:- “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world”. And Scout training is no different, so here are some changes that National have made to make improvements to better equip ourselves in making a difference in our Youth Members world. E-Learning – The Elearning environment has had a total revamp, and looks totally different and more user friendly. Child Safe and WHS have updated slides, please jump back in and have a look around. The Following changes are for Scout, Venturer and Rover Leaders Basic Outdoor Skills (BOS) (previously Bushwalking skills Level 1) - has 5 new modules: • Plan and Guide Outdoor Activities • Minimal Environmental Impact Practices • Interpreting Weather • Group Facilitation • Responding to Emergencies • And a workbook to be downloaded These modules and workbooks also replace Common core A & B – This course will no longer run. Any Leader still working on workbooks for bushing walking or Leaders doing it by ROP must hand their workbook to Region for Assessing by 15/3/2017. They will not have to complete any of the new modules in that time frame. After this date, they will come under BOS and the 5 modules and the new workbook must be done. There will be no extensions. All modules will now have mini exam at the end to assess if the participant has been paying attention If you have any questions on BOS or completing ROP, please call or email me today. Person Leader Advisors (PLA) – Effective immediately, PLA is no longer an appointment. Any suitable person with a Woodbadge with the RC AT &D approval can mentor a trainee through their training. The training for this will now be included in Woodbadge training, so there will no longer be a PLA course. PLA tapes can still be worn but no further tapes or certificates will be issued.



Remember, with training you will INSPIRE our Youth to try new things, DEVELOP LEADERSHIP skills to run ENGAGING programs and gain RESILENCE and CONFIDENCE in yourself.



Gai Green Regional Commissioner (Adult Training & Development) [email protected] www.scoutreach.org.au



INSPIRE



LEADERSHIP develop engage



resilience



CONFIDENCE
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Joey Scouts Report This month there is a few things to do, one big thing to do for all Joey scouts and there family’s, and that is register for Big Day Out. For leaders, registration for Konara is also open so get registered as soon as possible.



Big Day Out By now every Joey parent with an email address in Scoutlink will have received an invite to the Joey Scout Big Day Out and all group leaders know via the group leader news. This year we are exploring the Honeysuckle area of Newcastle. We have arranged for entry to Newcastle Museum and The Maritime Centre. The Day will cost $11 per person. The cost includes entry to all venues and a badge for the Joeys. Those that visited the reptile park last year will tell you how much fun all the joeys had. Tickets are to be purchased online via the same process as last year. The tickets will be scanned on entry with the E1’s to be collected on the day. For more information download and checkout the E1 via the link below. E1 - https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByMBj9TEWQGjblM5M2dOVnVoclU/view?usp=sharing Tickets - www.ticketebo.com.au/scouts



State Konara State Konara is rapidly approaching. Konara will run at Glenfield on the 27th - 28th of May and will be jam packed with 25 + activities to enjoy, broaden horizons and take back to your mobs. The weekend is fully catered and will cost $130 if you register before the 29th of April or, $150 if you register late, between the 29th and the 10th of May. You do not have to be a joey leader to attended group leaders and other leaders are welcome to attend. Leaders will receive an email with information as soon as the registration link comes online. Group Leaders will also be notified via group leader news.



Gathering of All Sections With GAS coming up later in the year it’s important to start thinking about how you are going to get your mob to GAS. We would love to see as many mobs as possible camping on site. Camping at Gas is in groups so start talking to your leaders to make sure they know you want to camp with them on site. GAS is a great way to introduce your mob to camping as the whole group is there to offer support. The weekend is action packed with stacks of activities to do.



Louis Todd Regional Commissioner (Joey Scouts) [email protected]
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Cub Scouts Report “State Cuboree” Another State Cuboree over and done. A big thankyou to all Leaders, Parents and JSC who attended. The Region had 6 packs, activity base, logistics and gate security base to Staff. By all reports the cub Scouts enjoyed the Cuboree; yes some missed out on Challenge Valley but those that missed Challenge Valley did the other adventurous activity. The advance team that went in early during all that heat; some special thanks as you made the Cuboree more enjoyable for the Cub Scouts as these teams set up the pack sites and the activity base ready for the youth arrival and activities to commence. The NSW Governor Hurly was most impressed with the camp sites and the activity bases.



“Transition” This will be my last bulletin for the Cub Section. I /we would like to thank all who have helped or worked with us over the years. Just some of the events; Regional Cuborees, Regional Fun Days, Founders Day at Fort Scratchily, State Cuborees and Jamboree sub camps just to name a few. Once again thank you. I am sure you will willingly work and support Jeanine as the new RC-CS H&C Just one parting piece of advice: Have Fun activities in your packs and get out of your halls and have more Fun.



“Regional Fun Day” Will be held at Maitland Park in May, will advise date on council confirmation.



Regional Events: • Fun Day – May 2017 • Out & About – Any time in November • Regional Cuboree – September 15-16 2018, Morisset Show Ground



David Main Regional Commissioner (Cub Scouts) [email protected]
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Scouts Report



We are now well on our way into the new scouting year.



Firstly thankyou for all your Corroboree photos, both sent to me and from Facebook. My computer has been overloaded with your pics and they all look great and give a different slant on how so many people saw the Corroboree. The Region Mindari had their first meeting for the year and the organisation for our hosting of the State Advanced Scout Leadership Course is well underway. I’ll keep you all informed of any extra info as I get it, the date is Wednesday 5th to Thursday 6th of July, so stay tuned. Programming for your troop nights are vitally important, so please ensure your Troop Councils are happening and their program ideas are front and centre when you sit down with them and finalise your term program.



Your Troop Council - Should: • Be the Decision making body of the Troop • Drives the Program • Deals with the issues Comprises: • Troop Council Leader • Invite your S.L. • Patrol Leaders • Maybe Assistant Patrol Leaders • Other Scouts by Invitation The Troop Council should meet regularly. Please also ensure that Corroboree feedback from your troop council is passed onto your District SYC meetings through your troop delegates, so that we hear what our youth are saying. Remember Scouting is: ‘Youth leading & Adult supporting’. Our Region SYC meeting at Corroboree was a great success, and heaps of ideas have come from your scouts. The next Region SYC meeting will be held at the Region Rally on 27th May. Our next major event is our Region Scout Rally on the 27th and 28th May 2014. This will be held at Myuna Bay Scout camp, and the surrounding areas. Your District scout Leaders have heaps of info about rally, which you will receive at your District Mindari. Theme for Rally 2017 is ‘Countries of the World’.



General Information Make sure you and your Scouts are checking our websites:• patroltent.com • scoutreach.org.au Please contact your District Leader FIRST, as they are part of your team. If you do need to contact me, after speaking to your DSL, please email me at: [email protected] Keep up the great work you are all doing for your Scouts.



Bruce Leverton ‘ Marlu’ Regional Commissioner (Scouts) www.scoutreach.org.au
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Venturer Scouts Report VENTURE 2017 Once the Region Venture theme and location have been decided upon I will release the E1 form on the Region websites. We will have again an early closing date for VIP tickets. On behalf of the Regional Venturer Council I wish to thank the Venturers who are participating in the workshops which are working on this year’s theme, thank you. If any leaders or Venturers wish to help with the upcoming Venture please advise your DVSL or myself.



2017 Venturer Courses and Events The courses/ events that we have for the balance of the year are as follows: Please note the following changes and possible extra course: • Both the October Initiative course and the October Leadership course dates have swapped. The dates set out in the following table are the corrected dates. • The Regional Venturer Council has listed an extra Leadership course this year on the weekend of the 29th and 30th April 2017 (possibly starting on the Friday night). I will only confirm the course if we have enough Venturers to run the course. A request was made to run a Leadership course earlier in the year. If any Leaders or Venturers are able to attend this course please advise your DVSL so your name can be placed on the waiting list. Date 4th - 5th March 2017



Days Sat/Sun



12th March 2017 8th - 9th April 2017 14th - 17th April 2017 10th - 14th July 2017



Sunday Sat/Sun Friday - Monday Monday - Friday



Course/Event Social Camp - Venturer Skills Hike in prep for Dragon Skin Unit Management Course 1 day Environmental Course Dragon Skin Venturer Week Long Course - includes:• • • • 



9th - 10th September 2017



Sat/Sun



7th -8th October 2017 21st -22nd October 2017 28th -29th October 2017 11th -12th November 2017 1st -3rd December 2017



Sat/ Sun Sat/ Sun Sat/ Sun Sat/ Sun Friday- Sunday



www.scoutreach.org.au



Location Jilliby Scout Camp Tumbi Scout Hall Myuna Bay Scout Camp Newnes TBA



Leadership Course, Youth Helpers Course, First Aid Course Environmental Course



Unit Management 2 day Course includes the 1 day course together with adventurous activities with this year covering the area of water and possibly other activities which will depend on the number of Venturers Leadership Course Environmental Course Initiative Course Social Camp- Water Activities Region Venture



Teralba Scout Hall



TBA Myuna Bay Scout Camp TBA TBA TBA
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Venturer Scouts Report, continues As some courses have limited numbers please complete and send your E1 forms and money to the region office as soon as possible. In addition to all the above courses the venturers and leaders have access to the exciting courses being run by the activities team. Could all leaders see that the units have access to the activities calendar that can be found on the region website so the units can add the courses to their programs.



Current Venturer Youth Membership Numbers in the H&C Region when compared to 17/10/16 Central Coastal Lakes Berkley Vale Budgewoi Kanwal Mannering Park Tumbi Erina Heights



17/10/16 1 5 12 2 8 1 Sub Total 29



20/2/17 1 5 12 5 3 3 29



Cessnock City East Maitland Kurri Kurri Lower Hunter Singleton Telarah



17/10/16 10 8 9



20/2/17 9 10 6



Newcastle Cooks Hill City Kotara Merryland-Shortland



Ourimbah



7



6



Peats Ridge Woy Woy Wyoming 2nd Orange



6 16 8 7 71



5 20 6 6 68



Gosford Avoca Beach Broken Bay 1st Gosford



Sub Total Lake Macquarie City Belmont Belmont North Byattunga Cardiff Charlestown Swansea Teralba Warners Bay



Manning Forster-Tuncurry Wingham Taree
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17/10/16 9 6 6 11 4 4 8 15 Sub Total 63 17/10/16 3 1 1 Sub Total 5



20/2/17 5 5 2 10 4 3 7 11 47 20/2/17 2 1 1 4



Lower Hunter



17/10/16 5 5 3 3 7 1 24



20/2/17 5 6 2 3 7 0 23



17/10/16 7 15 5



20/2/17 7 17 7



Merewether



6



6



New Lambton South Wallsend



11 7 51



9 7 53



17/10/16 7 2 5 14



20/2/17 6 1 3 1 11



17/10/16 2 1 3



20/2/17 2 2 4



Sub Total



Sub Total Port Stephens Anna Bay Nelson Bay Seaham 1st Medowie Sub Total Upper Hunter Muswellbrook Scone Sub Total Total 17/10/16 Total 20/2/17



260 239
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Venturer Scout Report, continues Information from the NSW State Commissioners Conference 19th & 20th February 2017 • For the first Queen Scout presentation at Government House this year on the 11/3/17 there are 38 Queen Scouts and 7 BP’s to be presented. There is a limit of 45 awardees per presentation so I recommend that as soon as a Venturer has finished their Queen Scout award they should start the application process as soon as possible so I can attempt to have them placed on the next presentation date. • There has been some changes to the following e- learning modules and it is recommended that each leader re do the modules to cover the changes found at Scout Central https://central.scouts.com.au : • Child Safe Scouting • WHS for Scouting • Please remind all your Venturers that every Venturer in NSW have access to the e- learning found at the abovementioned website • The NSW State Commissioner for Venturers recommends that each Venturer apply for their WWCC number at the age of 17 years and 9 months. This will assist them when transferring to Rovers and/ or when they apply to become a leader. • There has been a call for more leaders to help with the Boots patrol at the upcoming Dragon Skin.



Barry Kilby Regional Commissioner (Venturer Scouts) [email protected] www.hcventurers.com Region Venture 2016 Photos by Bryce Hoffmann, ACL from 1st Warners Bay Group
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Activity Skills 1709



Start Day Date 25-Mar-17 Sat



Caving - Introduction



1710



25-Mar-17 Sa/Su



White Water



1711



31-Mar-17 04-Apr-17 08-Apr-17 02-May-17 06-May-17 21-May-17 27-May-17 27-May-17 03-Jun-17 06-Jun-17 17-Jun-17 24-Jun-17



Bushwalk Practical Region Activity Team Meeting @ 7.30 Environmental Camp Region Activity Team Meeting @ 7.30 Caving - Intro & Intermediate Alpine Walking Preparation Abseiling Basic Rock BRAF Climbing -Upper & Lower Hunter Region Activity Team Meeting @ 7.30 Alpine Walking Practical Archery



No.



1712 1713 1714 1715 1716 1717 1718 1719



F/S/S Tue Sa/Su Tue Sa/Su Sun Sa/Su Sa/Su Sat Tue Sa/Su Sat



Skills



Location Pilchers Hill Barrington River Watagans Kantankye Myuna Bay Kantankye Timor CatherinHillBay Brokenback Brokenback Brokenback Kantankye BarringtonTops Myuna Bay



Closing Date



Cost



Who



3-Mar



$20.00



V



3-Mar



$20.00



V



10-Mar



$15.00



17-Mar



$25.00



14-Apr 28-Apr 5-May 5-May 12 May



$30.00 $10.00 $30.00 $30.00 $15.00



26-May 2-Jun



$15.00 $20.00



S&V RAT's C, S, V RAT's V V V V S only RAT’s V V



Central Coast Gang Show Central Coast Gang Show inductions were held on Sunday 12th February and the 2017 cast are all excited to start rehearsals on Sunday 5th March. Scripts will be handed out ready for everyone to start learning the songs and skits. Costumes designs are being finalised – sets and props will be commenced in next month or two. Tickets will be available from the Laycock Street Community Theatre from May. Group programmes need to be planned now so you can organise a trip to see 2017 Central Coast Gang Show. More details in next edition. If you would still like to be in the 2017 cast and didn’t make inductions in February, please contact Lynne 0424369037. Performances will be held from 13th to 15th July 2017.
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Scouting History May 1962
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Easter Bunny Washer What you need per person: • 1 plain face washer, • 1 rubber band, • small piece of ribbon, • stick on eyes and • a white cotton wool ball.



How to make: 1. Place the face washer out on a flat surface in the shape of a diamond. 2. Tightly roll corners “C” and “D” toward the centre so they meet in the middle. 3. Fold the rolled washer into a tight horseshoe shape bring corners A and B together. 4. Holding the washer in the horseshoe shape fold back corners A and B along itself, placing the rubber band around about 5-6 cm up. This gives you the head and ears of the bunny. 5. Tie a ribbon around the neck to cover the rubber band, Stick on eyes and glue on cotton wool ball in position of tail. 6. Optional option, add a small Easter egg in the hollow of the body.



A



C



D



B
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