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Clinical Research Network West Midlands November 2016 Welcome to the Network Newsletter for November Please send feedback or any items for inclusion to [email protected] by the 15th of each month.



NETWORK NEWS Network Senior Management Team Changes Kate Salmon, our Chief Operating Officer has taken up a six month secondment at University Hospitals of North Midlands NHS Trust, which started November 14. During this period, Pauline Boyle (pictured below), who is currently Research Delivery Manager for Division 1, will be Acting Chief Operating Officer and we have no doubt she will have your full support. We wish Kate very well in her new endeavour - she is leaving the Network in a great position moving forward and we look forward to welcoming her back in due course. Professor Jeremy Kirk, Clinical Director & Dr Jonathan Odum, Medical Director, The Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust



Division 1 (Cancer) Arrangements During the six months that I am acting up as Chief Operating Officer, I am pleased to announce that Karen Hylton will act as Research Delivery Manager for Division 1. Please direct any queries you have during this time to Karen, who will also continue to cover her role as Cancer Locality Manager/Lead Research Nurse – Central. [email protected]. Thanks to everyone for their support. Pauline Boyle, Acting Chief Operating Officer



Division 3 (Children, Genetics, Haematology, Reproductive Health & Childbirth) Portfolio Manager for Division 3, Azra Saliheen is now on maternity leave; for any queries relating to Children’s studies please contact [email protected] and for non-malignant haematology studies, contact [email protected].



Insight into the Accept Study The Network was recently featured in an Insight article on the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) website, about the contribution of our Young Persons’ Steering Group to the ACCEPT Study into the palatability of children’s medicines. Below are links to poems written by some of the young people who took part: https://youtu.be/maK2bSMxYxA - Slurping https://youtu.be/PLZ2yrKRPfs - Medicine! Medicine! https://youtu.be/KwW86TwCJWs - Cursed



1



Specialty Meeting Reports The following specialty meetings have recently taken place thanks to those who attended: Ageing (pictured) Anaesthesia, Perioperative Medicine and Pain Management, Critical Care and Injuries & Emergencies Hepatology & Gastroenterology



Network Updates Find the latest updates on the links below: Industry Newsletter EDGE Update



ADDRESS-2 Study The Network is currently second highest recruiter for the ADDRESS-2 Diabetes Study, with 172 patients (only two patients behind Kent, Surrey and Sussex). The study recruits both children and adult patients with Type 1 Diabetes.



Inaugural Lecture Professor David Thickett, the Network’s Clinical Research Specialty Lead for Respiratory Diseases, presented his inaugural lecture: Vitamin D and Statins – the Secret to Eternal Life? as Professor of Respiratory Medicine at the University of Birmingham recently.



WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT Video Introduction to the Network An Introduction to the CRN West Midlands video is now available to view on the West Midlands Research Training Collaborative website. This can be used during local inductions for new starters and also as a resource for anyone who wants to find out more about what the Clinical Research Network (CRN) is all about. All feedback gratefully received on: [email protected]



Cancer MOOC A free Massive Open Online Course (MOOC), developed by Cancer Research UK is now open for registration. The course provides an opportunity for research staff to understand more about targeted cancer treatments. The MOOC is entitled Demystifying Targeted Cancer Treatments and is particularly relevant for research nurses and members of clinical research teams. The course explores the science behind new targeted therapies that are changing the landscape of cancer treatment. The course is delivered over a five week period, and starts on 23 January 2017. The course can contribute to Continuing Professional Development and revalidation. Sign up now. 2



PARTNER ORGANISATIONS Nursing Times Awards Congratulations to the Clinical Research Nursing Team from University Hospital of North Midlands NHS Trust, who won the Clinical Research Nurse Award at the Nursing Times Awards 2016. The winning team was recognised for developing an Acute Research Team which provides opportunities to recruit to stroke and A&E clinical trials 24 hours a day. Read more about their winning work here.



Promoting Research to Young People Burton Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust recently held a Youth Forum to involve young people in helping to promote research at the Trust. Two of the young people, Amelia and Ailsa are pictured with some of their feedback about the Forum.



UK-PBC Genetics Study South Warwickshire NHS Foundation Trust (SWFT) was one of the top recruiting sites for the UKPBC Genetics Study in September/October. The study is primarily aimed at identifying genetic variants that are associated with primary biliary cholangitis (PBC). Potential participants are approached through an invitation app that has been set up by the lead research team in Cambridge. The first patient was recruited to the study at the Trust in 2009, and following a hiatus due to lack of capacity, a new research nurse post earlier this year enabled recruitment to be recommenced, allowing eligible patients to be successfully identified through initial discussions with the Principal Investigator. Collaboration with the study team, revision of study documents together with the appropriate training on the clinical apps has ensured the study can move forward at the Trust.



Eve Hill Medical Practice Research Awarded Congratulations to Dr David Shukla (Network Clinical Research Specialty Lead for Primary Care) and the team at Eve Hill Medical Practice in Dudley, which was recently Highly Commended in the Practice category of the NIHR awards, run in partnership with the Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP). These new awards, for members of the RCGP, recognise research active NHS GPs and general practices which are demonstrating excellence and innovation in delivering NIHR research. Their win was featured in their local paper, the Dudley Chronicle.



Research in the News A study at the University of Warwick, which linked low levels of Vitamin D to bladder cancer received widespread press coverage recently, including in the Daily Express. 3



EVENTS Annual NHS R&D Forum 2017 The Forum takes place in Manchester on 15 and 16 May 2017, with the theme Adding Value Together. Details and booking information here.



Designing and Running Streamlined Randomised Trials - course On this course, you will learn how to design and run streamlined, efficient trials to provide reliable answers which change practice. This course is aimed at current or potential trial investigators and senior trial managers and takes place on 9 and 10 January at Jesus College Oxford.



GENERAL UPDATES £112m Investment in Clinical Research Facilities Announced On 18 November the Department of Health announced a further £112 million investment into NIHR Clinical Research Facilities (CRFs) across the country. Following a competitive application and assessment process, funding was awarded to 23 NHS organisations, including University Hospitals Coventry & Warwickshire NHS Trust (£750,000) and University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust (£12,812,957). Provided over the next five years, the funding will pay for specialist research nurses and technical staff, as well as providing cutting-edge facilities to support clinical research and trials.



New Video Explains More About Accelerating Digital Accelerating Digital, the programme which aims to accelerate the use of digital technologies to support the CRN's goal of making clinical research an integral part of healthcare for all, is the focus of a new video from Jess Radcliffe, NIHR CRN Continuous Improvement Lead. The programme, partnering with the NIHR Evaluation Trials and Studies Coordinating Centre (NETSCC), has also developed a survey to understand how digital technologies are currently being used to support clinical research studies and identify opportunities moving forward. If you have information to contribute, please complete the study by 4 December.



Articles of Interest From the New England Journal of Medicine - The Changing Face of Clinical Trials NIHR Blogs – Why Use Social Media for Marketing Research? and Delivering Research through Social Media



Pharma Times Awards – open to entries The PharmaTimes International Clinical Researcher of the Year Awards are now open to entries, including Clinical Site of the Year, for which NHS submissions are eligible. Entries close 31 January 2017.



Follow Us Keep up to date with what’s happening in the Network in between issues of the Newsletter by following us: On Twitter: @CRN_WMid On Facebook: www.facebook.com/CRNWMid
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