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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For more information contact: Superintendent Stan Mack [email protected] (920) 424-0428 Oshkosh voters approve increase in school district funding to support student learning April 2, 2014 – Oshkosh, WI: By a margin of 59.4% yes (about 7,324 votes) to 40.6% no (about 5,004 votes), local voters approved the Referendum for Learning which will allow the Oshkosh Area School District (OASD) to exceed the state-imposed revenue limit by $3.95 million per year for seven years.* Funds will be used to:  Protect academic programs for students  Invest in technology for teaching and learning  Avoid $2.5 million in 2014-15 cuts “We are so grateful to our community for supporting our students and our schools with this vote,” said Superintendent Stan Mack. “Residents recognized that this was a fiscally responsible and prudent increase that will help us maintain programs and implement a solid technology plan.” OASD has a history of low funding and had cut more than $16 million in the past seven years. This funding increase will help the district retain important academic programs at all levels and implement a technology implementation plan that will be phased in from 2014 through 2021 in line with the new funding resources. While it does not address all the district’s financial challenges, it does provide critical resources to support student learning. OASD is one of the most cost-effective school districts in the state, with low student funding and high student test scores. This was the first time OASD had asked for and received voter approval to exceed the state revenue limit for educational purposes. State law allows local voters to make these funding decisions, which gives communities the ability to determine what level of funding support they want to provide for their local schools. Next steps for school district leadership include:  Begin planning for 2014-2015 with full funding for current program courses and sports  Continue meeting goals of the Oshkosh Area School District Strategic Plan  Move forward with implementation of the district’s Technology Plan, as outlined in the Strategic Plan







Research purchase of technology equipment for teaching and learning, and create professional development plan to support technology roll-out



More information about the school district’s plans can be found at www.oshkosh.k12.wi.us. The Oshkosh Area School District serves more than 10,000 students from early childhood through grade 12 at fifteen elementary schools, five middle schools, two high schools, and four charter schools. The school district’s mission is to create citizens who are critical, creative thinkers, responsible in their actions, and committed to learning for life by working together with families and communities. *These numbers are “unofficial” until the final canvassing of votes takes place on April 7, 2014.
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