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Queen Anne Community Council Apr. 1, 2015 Minutes



DRAFT – DRAFT – DRAFT – DRAFT – DRAFT Ellen Monrad called the meeting to order at 7:33 pm. Board members attending were Glenn Avery, Charles Bookman, Mary Cole, John Coney, Charles Costigan, Dave Flowers, Chris Grekoff, Don Harper, Lynn Hubbard, Robert Kettle, Jeffrey Kratz, Sharon LeVine, Ellen Monrad, Margaret Okamoto, Mark Ostrow, Mike Warren, and Wayne Winder. The agenda was amended to include an announcement from Picture Perfect Queen Anne and was approved. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved (John Coney moved, Mary Cole 2nd). Treasurer Margaret Okamoto reported that we earned $0.07 in interest but spent $10 to renew our corporate license. The current bank balance is $387.25. There were no items for the Open Forum. Neighborhood Street and Park Fund Update Charles Bookman (Chair) and Ellen Monrad attended a District Council Committee of the Whole devoted to this update. Charles reported that it was a participatory, bottom-up process to determine priorities for the 8 applications. The first 2 (items 1-4 in list) from each of Magnolia and Queen Anne were ranked as deserving further consideration. One alternate for each of Mag. And QA (5 and 6 in the list): 1. 32 Ave. West & West Raye (Mag.) 2. The 7 Corner Intersection Virtual Ped. Islands (QA) 3. More pathway on Bigelow Ave. North from Howe to Hayes or Blaine (QA) 4. Safer Ped. Crossings at several access roads for Discovery Park (Mag.) 5. QA Blvd. to replace rolled curb on the West side of Bigelow between Newton & Howe (QA) 6. More crosswalks in Discovery Park (Mag.) Mike Warren asked whether it was true that there was no project benefiting Uptown? Answer: correct, due to lots of construction already happening. Mike also asked “Wasn’t the 7-way intersection already planned? Charles responded that he had to get back to DongHo to resolve the lack of clarity. Don Harper added that the 2012 Pedestrian Project on Harrison for 3 blocks of curb enhancement will begin soon. Don then asked why this was a “Committee of the Whole?” Ellen responded that it actually worked out quite well despite the fact. Discussion moved on to the Parks Department’s new Superintendent. Apparently there will be some tilt toward Social Justice issues in the Parks Dept. Picture Perfect Queen Anne Ellen Monrad, who is a member of the PPQA Board, briefly described the organization, which includes 3 Board Members who also serve on the Community Council. PPQA recently launched a campaign to raise funds to cover about $6,000/yr. for the next 3 years to maintain the gardens at 3 Intersections of Queen Anne (at Galer, at Boston & at McGraw). She handed out a flyer describing the campaign “35 to Make the Gardens Thrive”. Ellen asked meeting attendees to give if you can. Discussion moved to … Committee Reports



LURC: Charles Costigan reported that LURC reviewed 2 Building Proposals and sent a letter to the West Design Review Board on a project at 19 W. Harrison. Transportation Glenn Avery reported that the committee reviewed the Viaduct Stakeholders meeting, including reroutes of Aurora in coming months. South Lake Union groups have asked for a stop light on Aurora at Harrison. WashDOT: “It won’t be done.” An article in today’s QA News talked about Light Rail. The article was muddled and not quite factual; Glenn may write a letter to the paper to clarify. Parks Don Harper reported that the Architect for the Smith Cove Park has been chosen. There will be a meeting in mid to late May to gather opinions. Charles Bookman noted that there was a very old e-mail from Larry Phillips stating that most of the Park will be fields. Is this true? Don detailed the planning & money history; the issue is Field Turf vs. Grass. In the purchase agreement, much money must be used for play fields. On Kerry Park, Don reported that it is not being maintained. Also, there was a shooting recently. The committee is trying to get the Parks Dept. more motivated to maintain. On Ewing Park (3rd W. and the Ship Canal), the city has taken out many trees and some of these will be replaced. There will be a walking/working meeting with a Senior Landscape Architect about the QA Boulevard; they need to make some decisions on where and when to meet. Sharon LeVine noted that the City is taking money from all departments to fund other priorities. Comments from the Parks Dept. are not satisfying; they are not fulfilling promises. John Coney stated that 1) we need to deal with the Bike/Pedestrian Path through Lower Kinnear Park, and 2) we need to activate Counterbalance Park. He asked what the committee can do about these issues. Don responded that we came to a dead end with the Bike/Ped Path over potential liability with landslides. Public Safety Robert Kettle reported that there will be a meeting April 27th with invited guest Battalion Chief Jeffrey Wall, who will talk about Fire and Rescue. May’s meeting will be on Emergency Preparation and the Hune meeting will host a specific Block Watch meeting. Robert attended a meeting in March of the Seattle Police Department about QA and Magnolia. Violent crime is low, but there are staffing challenges. Theft, Car Prowls and Burglaries are the biggest crimes in the area. He asked everyone to report any crimes they experience! On Car Prowls, locals are the ones committing these crimes in the QA area. Jeff Erbstein asked “How can this council be used? How do we increase awareness?” Robert responded that the committee is just coming up to speed. One possible avenue is better street lighting. Mary Cole noted that we want to be a Central Resource; we want to keep our own long-term information base. Ellen closed this committee report with a plea to attendees, neighbors and council members to attend the committee meetings if possible. Magnolia / Queen Anne District Council Transportation was discussed, including traffic on Dravus, where the light rail is going to go and trying to convince SDOT that light rail east of QA is a non-starter.



NAC Don Harper reported that the Tank Farm is nrealy gone. It all went smoothly. Fire Boats are temporarily (3 years) at Pier 90. Lights in the west yard still need shields installed. QA Alliance Mary Cole reported that there will be a 2nd Community Forum in May. They are also working on volunteers for QA Days. Having completed Committee reports, discussion moved to … New Business John Coney reported that the Bridge at Mohai (across a spur of Lake Union), which is 4 years old, is now closed because of on end sinking. The next QA/Magnolia District Council meeting will host Scott Kubly (newly appointed directory of SDOT) talking about the Move Seattle Levy. Adjournment – Ellen then adjourned the meeting at 8:44 pm.
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