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River Basin Transact -



A Quarterly News Transact Across Odisha’s River Basins An attempt to put together River Basins’ news in Odisha published in local dailies— 5 Odia and 1 English News Paper, along with other information and analysis related to Odisha’s Rivers to enhance basin literacy, to catalyze basin concerns and crystallize opinions towards Inclusive and Democratic River Basin Governance News Papers Covered (all Bhubaneswar Editions)



• The Samaj • The Sambad • The Dharitri • The Pragatibadi • The Khabar • The New Indian Express
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Looking through a River Basin Lens Inclusive and Democratic River Basin Governance is increasingly gaining importance as a mean to rationalize the usually contended and contested issues around water allocations and entitlements for ecosystems and livelihoods. As a holistic development paradigm around the natural units of a river basin, it offers options to integrate concerns around livelihoods, environment and development through appropriate and democratic natural resources governance. However, the concept being little new and our units of administration being around political boundaries, comprehending and applying this tool in Indian context is highly challenging. Moreover the diversity and complexities in our geo-political, socio-cultural and eco-physiographic landscapes also make it imperative to be tailor-made and sensitive to be acceptable, viable and sustainable. All these make it imperative to develop a basin perspectives among the stakeholders.



A humble Initiative from Baitarani Initiative, Odisha State Center, FPWCI & Odisha Water Forum To Enhance Basin Literacy and Raise Basin Concerns



Odisha’s quest for faster development, has turned out to be a trajectory of contestations between environment and development, equity versus growth, cultural identity against neo-liberal prosperity and traditional hand-print-based livelihoods vis-à-vis high-ecological foot-prints-preferred lifestyle. In this pursuit, its approach of managing Natural Resources requires to be debated We are also planning to add some other features and rationalized. Understanding and appreciating our natural like know-your-basin, endowments including our rivers and their interactions with our basin-analysis and lifestyles and our quest-for-change is of paramount importance other articles related to in this present context. ‘Healthy flowing rivers’ and ‘Resilient River Basin from next river basins’ are critical to our survival and prosperity. With adissue. Please contact us ministrative boundaries dictating terms and trajectories of develif you want to contribopment and political decisions remaining accountable to such ute! geo-political units, understanding and appreciating natural units of river basins as units of development become vey difficult. Media, being the reflection of the society also align the news along these administrative boundaries. Through this initiative, Looking forward to your we are trying to provide a different and refreshing way of looking at our river basins—their present conditions, their ecological suggestions and opinions to make it more effective, and livelihoods implications and their management patterns— with realignment and compilation of such news around basin purposive and meaningful. boundaries.
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The Mahanadi Faunal biodiversity



Catchment Area : 1,41,134 Sq km Orissa: 65,628, Jharkhand:132 Chhatisgarh:75136 Maharashtra:238



Bank Erosion



Water Allocation



Length: Orissa:494 km, Chhatisgarh:357 km Population (2001): 34,21,612 Forest: 2302 Thousand Ha



Bridge / Communication



Flood & Embankment



Pollution



Sand mining



Dams, Projects and Barrages Catchment Area (Total): 20,427 Sqkm Orissa:10,300, Andhra Pradesh:10,127 Population Density: 161 / Sqkm Annual Rainfall: Max:4427.6 mm, Min:562.3 mm



Blowhole Dolphin population has been rising in the mouth of Mahanadi with about 150 dolphins noticed at the Mahanadi river mouth in Paradip recently. While it can be attributed to enhanced conservation efforts, a scientific survey is yet to be conducted to ascertain it in the absence of facilities. Every year, the flood in the Luna and the Chitrotpala rivers, apart from affecting a major portion of the Marsaghai block, is also engulfing village lands on the river banks through bank erosion. The people of this area have no alternative place to move on, but the government is yet to even acknowledge the problem Increasing allocation of Mahanadi water for industries, has started putting stress on availability of the same for agriculture and for meeting other livelihood needs of the riparian community. High quantum of river water intake by large and small industries of Odisha makes drinking water unavailable for the poor people. No action being taken by the government for regulating and monitoring water allocation in the field, though the state water policy is quite clear about this. Bridge on the Daya river, which was built by Bharatstone Co Ltd. in the year 1949, is in a dangerous state now, in absence of repair and maintenance. It may break down at any moment. Flood in the Luna and the Chitrotapala rivers, has been affecting the villagers of the Nemala block a lot, with breaches in the embankments at Tilakana on the Luna and at Nahalpur in the Chitrotapala. No steps being taken by Government towards the eradication of the problem. Discharge of Municipal sewage, industrial effluents and biomedical wastes into the Mahanadi has raised concerns about environmental sustainability and also posed a serious threat to the health of people living on the banks. Most the industries and urban bodies are discharging their waste water either directly to the river Mahanadi. One of the villagers of Cheruapada named Suchitra Meher died up in cholera for consuming that polluted water. Bheden River is heavily polluted due to the industrial effluents. The Bhusan Company has been disposing fly ash in undesignated site releasing effluent to Bheden River. The company also is discharging waste water from its smelter without any treatment. This waste water eventually finds its way into the Hirakud reservoir via Bheden River. Waste water from the plant is directly discharged into the Kharkari drain. Fluoride contamination has also been noticed in the drain where the waste water is discharged. Illegal mining of sands from the river bed of the Daya is continuing. But there is no step being taken by govt. to control it. The embankments of Naraj barrage is in a dangerous condition in absence of repairs and maintenance. In absence of any steps being taken up by the state for its repair, it is poised to play havoc in the coming monsoon.



The Indian Express / 25.03.10 The Sambad / 29.03.10



The Sambad / 04.03.10



The Samaja / 04.03.10 The Samaja/ 22.03.10



The Pragatibadi



The Sambad 23.03.10,



The Samaja / 09.01.10 The Samaja / 06.02.10



The Indravati Inter-state dispute



There was inter- state river dispute regarding the water sharing of Indravati river between Odisha and Chhatisgarh. It was decided to set up a project at Odisha’s Sutapadar village, not only stop Indravati water from flowing into the Jora Nala but also give a lease of life to the river considered the life line of tribal dominated Bastar region.
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The Baitarani



Flood & Embankments



The Karagola and the Laichhanapur village of Keonjhar district are in danger due to the flood of the Baitarani river. Flooding is a regular phenomenon in the Baitarani basin. Its inhabitants live in constant fear of loss to life and property. The embankment on the Salandi river has yet not been completed and is everely damaged at many places. This is affecting communication to local villagers is severely affected Due to the flood of Reba, Kapali and Kandia river of the Baitarani basin the livelihood of the villagers like Kasimpur, Asurali, Fatepur, Bodaka Dhusuri of Bhadrak district affected a lot.



The Samaja / 02.03.10 The Samaja/ 07.01.10 The Khabara / 01.03.10



Catchment Area: 14,218 Sq km Orissa:13482, Jharkhand:736 Population Density: 269 / Sqkm Rainfall: Max3094 mm-, Min 642 mm



The Brahmani Water allocation



Pollution



Dams, Projects & barrages



The diversion of Rengali canal water to industries will affect the irrigation substantially. On the other hand, the state govt. is trying to dispose of prime agricultural lands – those being double and triple cropped to industries. The water quality of various locations suffers very high levels of contamination. Due to the heavy discharge of industrial wastes into the river, the water getting polluted day by day. Water treatment facilities around the Brahmani river are extremely limited. The Japan International Coopration Agency (JICA) signed an agreement with the Indian government providing loans worth Rs. 10,535 crore for six infrastructure projects. Rs. 150 crore loans were also sanctioned for the Rengali Irrigation Project of Odisha. JICA also provides technical and financial co-operation



The Sambad / 04.03.10



The Sambad



The Samaj/ 30.03.10



Catchment Area : 39,116 Sqkm Orissa:22516, Jharkhand: 15700, Chhtisgarh:900 Population Density:236 / Sqkm Annual Rainfall: Max:2654 mm, Min:380.4 mm



The Subarnarekha



Pollution



Dams, Projects and barrages



Rampant mining, mushrooming of brick kilns and discharge of effluent by the industries have taken heavy toll on the river. Domestic, industrial and radio active pollution along with uncontrolled dumping of over burden and mining are increasing suspended solid and heavy metal load in the water silting the dams and reservoirs. Radio active wastes enter into the river through seepage from tailing ponds of the Uranium Corporation of India at Jaduguda The state flood control board has approved the projects worth Rs. 2,850.83 crore to contain floods and create more irrigation potential for the farmers. The projects approved at the meeting presided over by chief minister Naveen Patanaik include the Salandi sanskara project, Bramhani-Kelua-Birupa doab projects and 121 other small project.



The Sambad / 11.03.10



The Khabara/ 20.03.10



Catchment Area (Total): 19,277 Sqkm Orissa:2983, Jharhand:13222 , WB:3022 Population Density:386 / Sqkm Annual Rainfall: Max:3846 mm, Min:577 mm



The Vamsadhara Pollution



Interstate



Flood



Amnesty International reported about the pollution in the Vamshadhara due to Lanjigarh refinery which is affecting health of locals living around The conflict between Odisha and Andhra Pradesh around river Vamshadhara water came out in the early 90s over construction of Neredi Barrage. An objection raised by the Odisha government regarding the construction of the barrage has become a controversial issue. Flash Floods which are common in the Lanjigarh village are poised to be aggravated with hilltop deforestation for mining



The Samaja / 12.02.10 The Sambad/ 22.03.10 The Dharitri/ 09.03.10



Catchment Area (Total): 11,377 Sqkm Orissa:8960, Andhra Pradesh:2417 Population Density: 114 / Sqkm Annual Rainfall: Max:2591 mm, Min:410 mm



An attempt to put together River Basins’ news in Odisha published in local dailies—5 Odia and 1 English News Paper, along with other information and analysis related to Odisha’s Rivers to enhance basin literacy, to catalyze basin concerns and crystallize opinions towards Inclusive and Democratic River Basin Governance



P R Choudhury, N-3/412, IRC Village Bhubaneswar—751015



E-mail: [email protected] Concept and Editorial Inputs Pranab, Compilation Sucharita & Priyabrata,



OUR BLOG: LIVES OF RIVERS & LIVELIHOODS OF PEOPLE



Baitarani River Basin Fact Sheet KEY BASIN INDICATORS Water Resources



General Area No. Of Districts Covered No. Of Blocks Covered Length of the river Shape & Size Catchment-delta Ratio Population ST (%) SC (%) BPL (%) Land Use (%) Net Sown Area Culturable Waste Permanent pasture Land put to Non-Agril Purpose Barren & Un-Culturable Land Misc. Tree & Grooves Current & Other Fallows Forest Area



13482 Sq Km 8 42 365 Kms Elongated



Total No. Of Tributaries Water Balance Water Quality(CPCB Standard) Major Pollutants Dependence on surface water for drinking in 16 riparian blocks



65 Water Surplus Basin Class-C/ Class-D TC,FC 30% (0.5 million people)



7:1 Floods between 1868-1967 86 Nos 3.8 Millions Forest Resources(% to Geog Area) 27 Very dense 0.21% 18 Moderately dense 17.42% 70.60 Open Forest 12.14% Land Resources Agriculture 42.4 Basin Cropping Intensity 145% 3.4 Fertilizer Consumption 3.7 Kharif( Kg/ha) 47 6.7 5.6 2.0 5.6 29.8



Rabi( Kg/ha)



53



Kharif Rabi Per capita Food Grain Prod Paddy Productivity (t/ha)



32.9 9.6 87.1 Kg 1.67



Irrigation (%)



River Basin Resources:



• Baitarani Initiative • River Basin Information System



• Water Conflict Forum • Water Resources Department, Govt of Odisha



• Ministry of Water Resources, GOI



• SaciWaters
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