









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













Downstep and phonological phrases in Kikuyu Siri Moen Gjersøe Humboldt University of Berlin Introduction. Downstep in Kikuyu (Bantu, E51) attests several interesting properties; (i) It lowers the pitch of both H and L tones contrary to many Bantu languages where downstep only affects H tones; (ii) It is sensitive to syntactic structures; (iii) It applies at the edge of a prosodic domain while crosslinguistically it commonly applies within a domain (Yip 2002). The property of (iii) can be accounted for diachronically. This study provides a reproduction of the data of Clements & Ford (1981) along with new data from a northern Kikuyu speaker and proposes a refinement of their rules in the syntaxphonology framework that accounts for the syntactic distribution of downstep. I claim that downstep marks the right edge of a phonological phrase (p-phrase). The tonal effects of downstep. Kikuyu has an H(igh) - L(ow) tonal opposition. The source of downstep [↓] is a floating L tone that has arisen through a rightward tone shift. The floating L tone appears final in the tonal pattern of certain words. As for nouns and modifiers the downstep is lexical and as for verbs it is grammatical forming part of the tense-aspect marking. The floating L tone triggers a downstep that can lower the tone of a following syllable across a word boundary. In figure (1a) it lowers the H-toned copula /né/ and in (1b) it lowers the L tone of the coordinator /nà/ ‘and’. Figure 1. Speaker: SH (female)



(a) Downstep of an H tone: /H↓H/



(b) Downstep of an L tone: /L↓L/



Domain. Kikuyu has SVO order and modifiers follow the head. The application of downstep is sensitive to constituency. In the vP, downstep appears between the first and the second complement in a ditransitive sentence and between a postverbal complement and adverb. In (1) the downstep is final in the tonal pattern of both the verb /ndɔ̀:nìrɛ́↓/ and the complement /mòrèmì↓/. The downstep does not appear between the verb and complement (1a-b) or between the noun and the adjective (1b). Instead, it shifts and appears before the adverb /rò:ʃíně/. 1.



[TP [T V1 [vP t1 [VP t1 [DP NP] ↓ [AdvP]]]]] [TP [T V1 [vP t1 [VP t1 [DP NP [AP A]] ↓[AdvP]]]]] ↓ a) nd-ɔ̀:n-ìrɛ́ mòrèmì rò:ʃíně b) nd-ɔ̀:n-ìrɛ́ mòrèmì mòrìtò ↓ rò:ʃíně 1.SM-see-RC.PST 1.farmer 11.morning 1.SM-see-RC.PST 1.farmer 1.ugly 11.morning ’I saw the farmer this morning.’ (SH, 09.14) ’I saw the ugly farmer this morning.’(SH, 09.14)



No such downstep shift occurs between a subject noun and a verb. In (2) the downstep of /mòrèmì↓/ lowers the subject marker /à/ of the verb. 2.



[TP [DP NP ]↓ [T V1 [vP t1 [VP t1 [DP NP] ]]]] mòrèmì ↓à-tɛ́m-íré mòtě 1.farmer 1.SM-cut-PST 3.tree ‘The farmer cut a tree.’ (Clements 1984, SH 06.14)



/mòrèmì↓/ /à-tɛ́m-íré↓/



(3) shows a verb with two coordinated nouns as an object. I assume a binary branching structure of coordination with the functional projection &P headed by the coordinator. The second conjunct is in the complement position of &P. There is no downstep between the verb and the first conjunct. It rather appears before the coordinator /nà/ ‘and’. 3.



[TP [T V1 [vP t1 [VP t1 [&P [DP NP] ↓ [&’ CONJ [DP NP]]]]]]] nd-èrà:ɔ́r-ìrɛ̀ mòrèmì ↓nà wàmbòɣó SM.1-watch-PST 1.farmer COORD Wambu͂gu͂ ‘I watched the farmer and Wambu͂gu͂’ (SH)



/nd-èrà:ɔ́r-ìrɛ̀↓/ / mòrèmì↓/



Analysis. The elicited data of the Kikuyu speaker show the same distribution of downstep as described in Clements & Ford (1981) and gives acoustic evidence for that downstep is sensitive to syntactic structures. Following the general assumptions of the syntax-phonology mapping, where a p-phrase relates to a syntactic phrase (XP) (Nespor & Vogel 1986, Selkirk 1986, 1995, Truckenbrodt 1995, 1999), I propose that downstep appears at the right edge of a p-phrase. I suggest the following OT ranking for Kikuyu p-phrases: ALIGN-XP, R » WRAP-XP. ALIGN-XP, R accounts for the right edge after the subject NP before the VP as shown in (2). In a sentence with two objects or an object and an adverb, ALIGN-XP, R demands a right edge after the first object NP and a downstep appears there (1a-b). There is no boundary between a head and a complement (1a-b), (2) so no downstep appears. Linearly, modifiers in the DP follow the head in Kikuyu but it is the lexical NP within the DP that triggers the prosodic boundary. WRAP-XP is satisfied with following phrasing: ((X XP1) XP2) where the whole VP is wrapped. In the coordinative structure in (3), the verb and the first conjunct form one p-phrase while the coordinator and the second conjunct form a separate p-phrase. A similar phrasing pattern has been shown in English by Ross (1967) who claims the coordinator forms a prosodic unit with the conjunct. This can be seen as a consequence of the binary branching structure of coordination in which the second conjunct is structurally closer to the coordinator than the first conjunct. Since downstep is a rule that typically applies within a domain (Yip 2002), Kikuyu downstep behaves more like a boundary tone. Indeed, as Odden & Roberts-Kohno (1999) point out, it is similar to the super-low boundary tone in the neighbouring language Kikamba [E55] that marks the right edge of Xmax. According to Clements & Ford (1979), downstep in Kikuyu diachronically relates to the superlow tone of Kikamba. Beacuse of the tone shift in Kikuyu, the super-low tone has moved one syllable to the right resulting in an unassociated floating L tone that triggers a downstep. Thus, this edgemarking property can be accounted for diachronically. References. *Clements, G. N. & Ford, Kevin C. 1981: On the Phonological Status of Downstep in Kikuyu. In: Goyvaerts, Didier L. (ed.): Phonology in the 1980's. (pp. 309-357). Ghent: Story- Scientia. *Clements, G. N. & Ford, K. C. 1979: Kikuyu Tone Shift and Its Synchronic Consequences. Linguistic Inquiry, 10, 179-210. *Nespor, M. & Irene Vogel. 1986: Prosodic Phonology. Dordrecht: Foris.*Odden, D. & R. Ruth Roberts-Kohno. 1999: Constraints on superlow tone in Kikamba. In Kager, R. & W. Zonnefeld (Ed), Prosodic and phrasal phonology, Nijmegen : Nijmegen University Press., pp. 145-170. *Ross, John R.1967. Constraints of Variables in Syntax Ph.D. dissertation, MIT. *Selkirk, E. 1986. On derived domains in sentence phonology. Phonology 3. 371-405. *Selkirk, E. 1995. The prosodic structure of function words. In University of Massachusetts occasional papers 18: Papers in Optimality Theory, 439–469. GLSA, University of Massachusetts, Amherst. *Truckenbrodt, H. 1995. Phonological phrases: Their relation to syntax, focus, and prominence. Doctoral dissertation, MIT, Cambridge, Mass.*Truckenbrodt, H. 1999: On the Relation between Syntactic Phrase and Phonological Phrases. Linguistic Inquiry, 30: 2, 219-255. 2 *Yip, M. 2002. Tone. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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