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4/20/2015 NORTHWESTERN SCHOOL DISTRICT MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING April 20, 2015 7:30 p.m. Nine members answered the roll call at the board meeting held on April 20, 2015 in the conference room at the District Office. The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by President Joan Baxter. After the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silent reflection, roll was called with the following board members present: Joan Baxter, Gary Bilek, Glen Black, Valerie Hoover via phone, Peggy Kemling, Shelly Rice, Kevin Saxton, Dick Sembower and Mark Swanson. Present from the administration were the following: Karen Downie, Superintendent; Paul Sachar, Secretary/Business Manager; Yvonne Teed, Director of Curriculum and Instruction; Dan Shreve, Northwestern High School principal; Dan Christensen, Northwestern High School assistant principal; Greg Lehman, Northwestern Middle School principal; Terry Trimble, Northwestern Elementary School principal; Kristen Rutkowski, Director of Special Education; Ron Peters, Maintenance Director. Attorney George Joseph was also in attendance. The following visitors were present: Debi Seneta, Zeke Seneta, Sandy and Roy Greenlee, Jordan Melchitzky, Sam and Cindy Ring, Courtney Ring, Kristine Wheeler, Vic Wheeler, Joe Wheeler, Bette Merritt, Isaac Merritt, Jeff Wolford, Chris and Elizabeth Haskins, Amber Frazier and others. APPROVAL OF MINUTES



Pages 1-8



It was moved by Shelly Rice and seconded by Mark Swanson that the minutes from the meetings of March 16, 2015 be approved (or corrected) as presented. VOICE VOTE: The ayes carried, 9-0-0.



RECOGNITION OF SCHEDULED VISITORS AND CORRESPONDENCE Courtney Ring and Joe Wheeler addressed the Board about an 8th grade book, The Secret Life of Bees. Kristine Wheeler also addressed the same issue. Correspondence from Joanna Lorance, regarding the above novel, was shared with the board. POSITIVE THINGS HAPPENING AT NORTHWESTERN – STUDENT PERSPECTIVE Northwestern High School Mock Trial Team- Jeff Wolford, Advisor with Eryn Pettis, Jacob Salis, Addie Griffey, Zeke Seneta, Denis Ristic Northwestern High School Academic Sports League-Chris & Elizabeth Haskins, Advisors with Kenzi Mundkowsky, McKenzie Craig, Jacob Salis, Samantha Miller, Will Driver, Eric Higgins, Becca Lewis, Ashley Troutman, Chad Spaulding, Karli Mosko RECOGNITION OF UNSCHEDULED VISITORS Several of the visitors listed above shared concerns about the pending approval of the 8th grade novel, The Secret Life of Bees.



i



4/20/2015 REPORTS As of March 31, 2015, General Fund Cash Balance, $818.64; Investments-PLA, $11,840,559.53; Investments, $1,241,334.13; Local Revenues Received YTD $4,400,902.79; State Revenues Received YTD $8,519,771.66. The following balances were read from the Treasurer’s Report, Beginning Balance as of March 1, 2015 $1,908.17; March Total Receipts $1,867,541.82; March Bills Payable $988,862.62; March Payroll $879,638.73; March PLA Transfers $0.00; March Wire Transfer Fee $0.00; March Voided Checks $0.00; Ending Balance as of March 31, 2015 $818.64. It was moved by Kevin Saxton and seconded by Dick Sembower that the Treasurer’s report and other financial reports be filed for audit. VOICE VOTE: The ayes carried, 9-0-0. Erie County Technical School Report – Mr. Glen Black had no report. Northwest Tri-County I.U. #5 Report – Mrs. Shelly Rice shared that the agenda book had been given to Paul. Solicitor’s Report – Mr. George Joseph shared a summary that he had prepared about the procedures for a Board to approve a novel. He also reported that he was working on the easement for the signage and reviewing background checks. He closed by congratulating the Mock Trial team for their accomplishments this year. Superintendent’s Report – Dr. Karen Downie had nothing further to report. Secretary’s Report - Mr. Paul Sachar had nothing further to report. It was moved by Kevin Saxton and seconded by Shelly Rice that the written and oral reports be filed where apropos. VOICE VOTE: The ayes carried, 8-0-0. Mr. Black had stepped out at 8:43 p.m. and was not present for the vote.



OLD BUSINESS There was no old business to discuss.



NEW BUSINESS POLICY/PERSONNEL/FINANCE COMMITTEE ITEMS POLICY APPROVAL – Second Reading



Pages 21-36



1. Northwestern School District Board Policy #317 – Conduct/Disciplinary Procedures 2. Northwestern School District Board Policy #317.1 – Educator Misconduct It was moved by Gary Bilek and seconded by Shelly Rice that the second readings of the Northwestern School Board Policy, #317 and #317.1 be approved as presented.



ii



4/20/2015 ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 8-0-0. Mr. Black was still out of the room when roll was called for the vote. Mr. Black returned to the meeting at 9:05 p.m. PERSONNEL PROFESSIONAL STAFF TRANSFERS 2015-2016 It was moved by Gary Bilek and seconded by Dick Sembower that the following transfers be approved effective for the 2015-2016 school year. Julie Schmidt Helena Fustine



HS Math to HS Family Consumer Science NWE Learning Support to Springfield Elementary Learning Support



ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0.



SUPPORT STAFF RESIGNATIONS



Pages 37-38



It was moved by Shelly Rice and seconded by Peggy Kemling that the resignation of Jean Bennett, Head Cook at Northwestern Elementary, for the purpose of retirement be accepted effective at the close of business on April 14, 2015. ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0.



It was moved by Dick Sembower and seconded by Kevin Saxton that the resignation of Ann Gollmer, Cafeteria Aide at Northwestern Elementary, for the purpose of retirement, be accepted effective at the close of business on April 14, 2015. ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0. APPROVAL OF INSTRUCTORS – EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR It was moved by Peggy Kemling and seconded by Kevin Saxton that the following individuals be approved to teach the summer 2015 Extended School Year program, contingent upon student enrollment. Rate of pay will be as per the Collective Bargaining Agreement (Tier III). Melissa Abbott



Brad Johnston



iii



Sandy Greenlee



4/20/2015 ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0.



APPROVAL OF SUPPORT STAFF– EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR It was moved by Kevin Saxton and seconded by Shelly Rice that the following individuals be approved to provide support staff services for the summer 2015 Extended School Year program, contingent upon student enrollment. Rate of pay will be the hourly wage as per the Collective Bargaining Agreement. Cathy Klemm-Paraprofessional Aide Cynthia Beebe-Personal Care Aide ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0. APPROVAL OF INSTRUCTORS – SUMMER LIBRARY It was moved by Dick Sembower and seconded by Peggy Kemling that the following individuals be approved to operate the district libraries during the summer of 2015. Rate of pay will be as per the Collective Bargaining Agreement. (Tier I) Andy Canfield – High School/Middle School Ken Maracci – Northwestern/Springfield Elementary ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0. APPROVAL OF SUPPORT STAFF – SUMMER LIBRARY It was moved by Kevin Saxton and seconded by Peggy Kemling that the following individual be approved to provide library support services during the summer of 2015. Rate of pay will be the hourly wage as per the Collective Bargaining Agreement. Lori Krahe – Northwestern Elementary/Springfield Elementary ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0. APPROVAL OF INSTRUCTORS – EARLY START It was moved by Peggy Kemling and seconded by Kevin Saxton that the following individuals be approved to teach the Early Start program for summer 2015, contingent upon student enrollment. Rate of



iv



4/20/2015 pay will be as per the Collective Bargaining Agreement (Tier III). Tonya Hockenberry



Sara Kilburn



ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0.



APPROVAL SUMMER SCHOOL INSTRUCTORS It was moved by Kevin Saxton and seconded by Dick Sembower that the following individuals be approved as 2015 summer school instructors, contingent upon student enrollment. Rate of pay will be as per the Collective Bargaining Agreement (Tier III). Kati Wieth-Math Clair Henley-English ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0.



SECONDARY PRINCIPAL INTERNSHIP



Page 39



It was moved by Kevin Saxton and seconded by Shelly Rice that Joe Nagle’s request to complete his secondary principal internship through Edinboro University under the direction of Dan Shreve beginning May 18, 2015 through August 12, 2015, for a total of 125 hours, be granted. All clearances are on file. VOICE VOTE: The ayes carried, 9-0-0.



EXTRA-CURRICULAR RECOMMENDATIONS



Pages 40-42



It was moved by Peggy Kemling and seconded by Kevin Saxton that the following extra-curricular appointments be approved for the 2015-2016 school year. Football HS Assistant Coach HS Assistant Coach HS Assistant Coach MS Assistant Coach Cross Country HS Head Coach MS Assistant Coach Volleyball HS Head Coach HS Assistant Coach Girls Basketball MS Assistant Coach



Ben Fenell Dave Randall Pat Camp Paul Friend



$3,929.00 $3,929.00 $3,929.00 $1,511.00 (1/2 salary)



Rich Asmondy Andy Canfield



$6,045.00 $3,022.00



Nichole Hendricksen Tara Corsini



$6,045.00 $3,929.00



John Shade



$3,022.00
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4/20/2015 ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0. APPROVAL – SUBSTITUTE LIST It was moved by Gary Bilek and seconded by Glen Black that the following lists for certified day-to day teacher substitutes and emergency certified teacher substitutes, be approved for the 2014-2015 school year. Certified Day-to-Day Teachers Kayla Ferrante Grades PK-4/Special Education PK-8 Emergency Certified Teachers Alex Schulmann B.A. Individualized Studies Note: All clearances for emergency certified teacher substitutes are on file with the Northwest Tri-County Intermediate Unit. VOICE VOTE: The ayes carried, 9-0-0.



COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT WITH NORTHWESTERN EDUCATION SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS Pages 43-47 It was moved by Gary Bilek and seconded by Peggy Kemling that the collective bargaining agreement between the Northwestern Education Support Professionals, PSEA/NEA and the Northwestern School District, effective July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2017, be approved as presented. ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, ABSTAIN; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 8-0-1.



FINANCE BILLS PAYABLE



(see financial packet)



It was moved by Kevin Saxton and seconded by Dick Sembower that the bills in the amount of $2,245,648.92 be approved for payment. ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0.



SALE OF PARCEL FROM REPOSITORY FOR UNSOLD PROPERTIES It was moved by Mark Swanson and seconded by Kevin Saxton that the offer made by Patrick Groner, Jr.
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4/20/2015 to purchase index #39-002-001.0-013.19, Sun Set Beach Cottage #4, in the amount of $250.00 be accepted and that the Erie County Tax Claim Bureau be so notified. ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0.



Mr. Black waived the motion to remove from the table the motion from the March 16, 2015 meeting for the 2015-2016 ESL contract. NORTHWEST TRI-COUNTY INTERMEDIATE UNIT ESL CONTRACT 2015-2016 Pages 48-49 It was moved by Shelly Rice and seconded by Mark Swanson that the contract between Northwestern School District and Northwest Tri-County IU for English as a Second Language (ESL) be approved for the 2015-2016 school year at a rate of $54.87 per hour. ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0.



NORTHWEST TRI-COUNTY INTERMEDIATE UNIT EARLY INTERVENTION LEASE 2015-2016



Page 50



It was moved by Dick Sembower and seconded by Kevin Saxton that the Northwestern School District provide a classroom for the Northwest Tri-County Intermediate Unit’s Early Intervention Program at a rate of $10.50 per square foot, or $10,584.00, for the 2015-2016 school year. ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0.



PUBLIC RELATIONS PROPOSAL It was moved by Gary Bilek and seconded by Peggy Kemling that the Northwestern School District authorize Courtney Fobes to investigate and develop a public relations/marketing plan for the Northwestern School District at a cost not to exceed $750 (50 hours at $15.00 per hour) and report back to the Board by June 1, 2015. ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0.



vii



4/20/2015 APPROVAL-CAFETERIA PRICES FOR 2015-2016 It was moved by Dick Sembower and seconded by Gary Bilek that the following prices be approved for the 2015-2016 school year: Breakfast Prices:



$1.00 per day for elementary student breakfasts ($5.00/week) $1.10 per day for MS/HS student breakfasts ($5.50/week)



Lunch Prices:



$1.85 per day for elementary student lunches ($9.25/week) $2.10 per day for MS/HS student lunches ($10.50/week) $3.50 per day for adult lunch with milk $3.30 per day for adult lunch without milk $0.50 milk/juice for MS/HS and elementary students



ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0.



EDUCATION COMMITTEE ITEMS APPROVAL – OVERNIGHT CONFERENCE



Pages 51-52



It was moved by Kevin Saxton and seconded by Peggy Kemling that the following overnight conferences be approved. AP Workshop June 29-July 2, 2015 Location: Niagara University Total District Cost: $295.00 approximately (Title IIA) Person Attending: Aaron Shaw AP American History June 28-July 2, 2015 Location: Niagara University Total District Cost: $1,355 approximately (Title IIA) Person Attending: Steve Shimek ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0.
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4/20/2015 APPROVAL – OVERNIGHT TRIPS



Pages 53-58



It was moved by Peggy Kemling and seconded by Mark Swanson that the following overnight trips be approved. Marching Band to Disney January 14-20, 2016 Location: Orlando, FL Total District Cost : $320.00 (Sub Teachers for 2 days) Chaperones: Mike Wheeler and Nicole Campbell AP Environmental Science May 26-30, 2016 Location: Ft. Lauderdale, FL Total District Cost : $160.00 (Sub Teacher, max. 2 days) Chaperones: Dominic Corsini ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0.



SPECIAL EDUCATION PLAN



Pages 59-87



It was moved by Dick Sembower and seconded by Kevin Saxton that the Special Education Plan Report be approved as presented for the period July 1, 2015-June 30, 2018. VOICE VOTE: The ayes carried, 9-0-0.



TEXTBOOK APPROVAL



Page 88



It was moved by Peggy Kemling and seconded by Kevin Saxton that the that the following textbook be approved for purchase and use beginning in the 2015-2016 school year: High School



W.H. Freeman and Company



Environmental Science for AP (2012)



ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, NO; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 8-1-0.
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4/20/2015 MIDDLE SCHOOL NOVEL APPROVAL It was moved by Valerie Hoover and seconded by Mark Swanson that the following novel be added to the middle school curriculum library. Grade 8



The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd



8th Grade English & Language Arts



ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, NO; Black, NO; Hoover, YES; Kemling, NO; Rice, NO; Saxton, NO; Sembower, NO; Swanson, NO. Motion failed, 2-7-0.



DISPOSAL OF BOOKS



Pages 89-108



It was moved by Kevin Saxton and seconded by Dick Sembower that the list of books from Northwestern Middle School be approved for sale or disposal. VOICE VOTE: The ayes carried, 9-0-0.



CARING PLACE AGREEMENT



Pages 109-125



It was moved by Glen Black and seconded by Kevin Saxton that the Northwestern School District enter into an agreement with the Highmark Caring Foundation to provide school-based peer support for grieving children and adolescents at no cost to the district. VOICE VOTE: The ayes carried, 9-0-0.



SUMMER 2015 COUNSELING APPROVAL



Pages 126-128



It was moved by Kevin Saxton and seconded by Peggy Kemling that Bob Hvezda be approved to provide a Summer SAP Counseling program at a cost not to exceed $2,000 (100 hours at $20.00 per hour). ROLL CALL VOTE: Baxter, YES; Bilek, YES; Black, YES; Hoover, YES; Kemling, YES; Rice, YES; Saxton, YES; Sembower, YES; Swanson, YES. Motion carried, 9-0-0.



ADDITION TO GRADUATING CLASS OF 2015



Page 129



It was moved by Shelly Rice and seconded by Glen Black that Denis Ristic, foreign exchange student, be added to the tentative graduating class of 2015. VOICE VOTE: The ayes carried, 9-0-0.



x



4/20/2015 BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE ITEMS



MEMORANDUMS OF UNDERSTANDING



Pages 130-154



It was moved by Kevin Saxton and seconded by Dick Sembower that the Memorandums of Understanding as attached, between the Northwestern School District and the Pennsylvania State Police and the Albion Borough Police, be approved. VOICE VOTE: The ayes carried, 8-1-0.



DONATION ACKNOWLEDGEMENT It was moved by Kevin Saxton and seconded by Peggy Kemling that Northwestern School District accept the donation of a reverse osmosis machine, at a value of $24,000, and a filter press, at a value of $1,200 for use in the high school agriculture room. VOICE VOTE: The ayes carried, 9-0-0.



CRITIQUE AND REVIEW



ANNOUNCEMENT -- FUTURE MEETINGS: Monday, April 27, 2015



7:00 p.m.



Monday, May 4, 2015



11:00 a.m.



Building & Grounds Committee Meeting @ Springfield Elementary Policy/Personnel/Finance Committee Meeting @ District Office Study Session Meeting @ Springfield Elementary Education Committee Meeting @ Springfield Elementary Board Voting Meeting @ Springfield Elementary



7:30 p.m. Monday, May 11, 2015



6:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m.



President Joan Baxter announced there would be an executive session following the adjournment of the voting meeting for budget review.



xi



4/20/2015 ADJOURNMENT It was moved by Kevin Saxton and seconded by Peggy Kemling that the meeting be adjourned at 9:57 p.m. VOICE VOTE: The ayes carried, 8-0-0. Mr. Dick Sembower had stepped out of the room when this vote was taken.



Respectfully submitted,



Paul P. Sachar Board Secretary PPS/trc



xii
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