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PURPOSE I want to save you trouble. You don’t have to guess. If your significant other, friend, or family member loves to read up on theology, these books on Paul will most-likely be a “win!"



BOOK CATEGORIES



Intro Level Books on Paul These are books that an average reader of Paul can pick up and enjoy. At the same time, because I picked them, you can be sure that they are loaded with insights and aren’t weak on content. Accessible but more Academic Here’s the deal, the only thing separating the first two sections is that this category assumes some prior knowledge about the conversation about Paul. Still highly readable. Scholarly Books This is for the “heavy-hitter” armchair theologians in your life. These likely include more Greek words and are longer. If they are on my list, however, I guarantee that they aren’t dry and boring.



INTRODUCTION LEVEL BOOKS ON PAUL THE NEW PERSPECTIVE ON PAUL: AN INTRODUCTION (KENT YINGER) In this short little book, readers learn what “new perspective” means in a quick way. Highly recommended first step to understanding an important issue. INTRODUCING PAUL: THE MAN, HIS MESSAGE, HIS MISSION (MICHAEL BIRD) I like Mike. He’s an excellent writer and a great guy. His book on Paul is a great introduction to important issues when studying his letters. FOUR VIEWS ON THE APOSTLE PAUL (ED. MICHAEL BIRD) This is the best book out there to understand the broad conversation happening with Paul. The chapter on “The Jewish View” (by Mark Nanos) is by far my favorite. THROUGH THE EYES OF N.T. WRIGHT: A READER'S GUIDE TO PAUL AND THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD (DEREK VREELAND) The most important book that has been written on Paul in the last few years is NT Wright’s big book. This book summarizes the big book for those who want to know the main arguments without reading 1700 pages! PAUL WAS NOT A CHRISTIAN: THE ORIGINAL MESSAGE OF A MISUNDERSTOOD APOSTLE (PAMELA EISENBAUM) This book is from the Paul within Judaism or the Radical New Perspective on Paul approach. It is excellent. Flat out. Written by a Jewish scholar of the New Testament. I nuance certain things differently, but appreciate its overall vision of Paul. THE PAUL DEBATE: CRITICAL QUESTIONS FOR UNDERSTANDING THE APOSTLE (N.T. WRIGHT) Imagine that NT Wright took his 1700 page book and condensed it into 200. That is this book. Excellent give for the theology nerd in your life.
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PAUL: A VERY SHORT INTRODUCTION (E.P. SANDERS) E.P. Sanders’ big book, Paul and Palestinian Judaism, singlehandedly changed the landscape of Pauline studies by reframing Judaism as a religion of grace. This very short book summarizes his views of Judaism and Paul. REINVENTING PAUL (JOHN GAGER) The radical perspective on Paul is outline here in a very helpful way. John Gager builds on the work of Lloyd Gaston (Paul and the Torah) and other early “within Judaism” scholars.



ACCESSIBLE BUT MORE ACADEMIC APPROACHES TO PAUL: A STUDENT’S GUIDE TO RECENT SCHOLARSHIP (MAGNUS ZETTERHOLM) If you want a history of how people in various schools of thought have read Paul’s letters, this is the best book: by far! Can’t recommend this book enough. PAUL: IN FRESH PERSPECTIVE (N.T. WRIGHT) This book was the first place I read about the subversive Gospel of Jesus that subverted the imperial ideology of Rome. Excellent book. THE APOSTLE PAUL AND THE CHRSITIAN LIFE: ETHICAL AND MISSIONAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE NEW PERSPECTIVE (ED. SCOT MCKNIGHT AND JOSEPH MODICA) Why does all of this scholarly stuff matter in the first place? These writers reflect on the New Perspective on Paul and how it makes a practical difference in how Christians live their lives. PAUL AND EMPIRE: RELIGION AND POWER IN ROMAN IMPERIAL SOCIETY (ED. RICHARD HORSLEY) Read this is you want to know about Paul’s gospel against the empire!
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THE REAL PAUL: REDISCOVERING HIS RADICAL CHALLENGE (BERNARD BRANDON SCOTT) I loved this book. With one reservation: it is a bit too radical / anti-orthodox on a few points. But I agree with its overall vision, a Paul within Judaism who subverts empire. BECOMING THE GOSPEL: PAUL, PARTICIPATION, AND MISSION (MICHAEL GORMAN) Here, one of my favorite scholars looks at Paul as a practitioner through the lens of what is called “missional hermeneutics.” PAUL AMONG THE PEOPLE: THE APOSTLE REINTERPRETED AND REIMAGINED IN HIS OWN TIME (SARAH RUDEN) What happens when a classicist looks at ancient Greek and Roman texts and compares them to Paul? This book does. So good! JESUS HAVE I LOVED, BUT PAUL? A NARRATIVE APPROACH TO THE PROBLEM OF PAULINE CHRISTIANITY (J.R. DANIEL KIRK) My friend Daniel Kirk leans in heavy on the tension between Paul and Jesus. And in my opinion, he succeeds at showing how these two figures are compatible when it comes to vision and message. A fun read with great insights! JUSTIFICATION: GOD’S PLAN AND GOD’S VISION (N.T. WRIGHT) What happens when John Piper calls out NT Wright? Wright rights the wrongs of Piper by demolishing his hyper-reformed views of imputation and the like. THE FAITH OF JESUS CHRIST: EXEGETICAL, BIBLICAL, AND THEOLOGICAL STUDIES (ED. MICHAEL BIRD, PRESTON SPRINKLE) Richard B. Hays brought into the light that “faith in Christ” is usually about the “faith(fullness) of Jesus,” focusing on God’s initiative versus human faith. These scholars debate the merit and implications of Hays’ and others’ insights.
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SCHOLARLY BOOKS PAUL THE JEW: REREADING THE APOSTLE AS A FIGURE OF SECOND TEMPLE JUDAISM (ED. GABRIELE BOCCACCININ, CARLOS A. SEGOVIA) Reading Paul in light of Second Temple Judaism is central to understanding everything he said. This book breaks down the issues from various angles and perspectives. READING ROMANS IN POMPEII: PAUL’S LETTER AT GROUND LEVEL (PETER OAKES) We have preserved in Pompeii several artifacts that help us understand Roman life. The insights gained from archeology help us make gains for understanding the letter to the Romans. A fascinating book. PAUL AND PALESTINIAN JUDAISM (E.P. SANDERS) No other book written in the 20th century is cited with being as catalytic for Pauline studies as this one. In it, Sanders introduced us to covenantal nomism. This changes everything, thus we have the New Perspective(s) on Paul. THE MYSTERY OF ROMANS: THE JEWISH CONTEXT OF PAUL’S LETTERS (MARK NANOS) No one in current Pauline studies is doing what Mark Nanos does. He is casting a brand-new vision for understanding the apostle of Jesus within a Jewish context. Important stuff! THE IRONY OF GALATIANS: PAUL’S LETTER IN FIRST-CENTURY CONTEXT (MARK NANOS) I love this book. Hands down the most compelling book I’ve read on Galatians to date. THE GALATIANS DEBATE: CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN RHETORICAL AND HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION (ED. MARK NANOS) This book brings together various perspectives about the controversy at Antioch discussed in Galatians and tries to discern who the opponents of Paul were. Very helpful.
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PAUL WITHIN JUDAISM: RESTORING THE FIRST-CENTURY CONTEXT TO THE APOSTLE (ED. MARK NANOS, MAGNUS ZETTERHOLM) This book brings together all of the key voices from the Paul within Judaism perspective that goes “beyond” the New Perspective. A book to ‘nerd out to’ without a doubt. PAUL AND THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD (N.T. WRIGHT) The most talked about book on Paul in decades is easily this one by Wright. At 1700 pages, it covers every angle, and more. PAUL AND HIS RECENT INTERPRETERS (N.T. WRIGHT) Here, Wright looks at various views of Paul and engages them. The most helpful section is where he deconstructs the so-called Apocalyptic view. A REREADING OF ROMANS: JUSTICE, JEWS, AND GENTILES (STANLEY STOWERS) A fresh look at Romans, most helpful for his analysis of the different voices in the letter. He also argues that Paul is not centrally concerned with salvation. He engages Judaism and Hellenism drawing out fascinating conclusions. THE ARROGANCE OF NATIONS: READING ROMANS IN THE SHADOW OF EMPIRE (NEIL ELLIOT) This is a great book on the Empire and Romans. His analysis of Nero’s propaganda and influence is worth the price of the book alone. Love it. PAUL AND THE GIFT (JOHN BARCLAY) Here’s a thick book that is devoted to understanding the significance of giftgiving and grace in Paul’s world. An important read! THE DELIVERANCE OF GOD: AN APOCALYPTIC REREADING OF JUSTIFICATION IN PAUL (DOUGLAS CAMPBELL) This is the latest manifesto for the Apocalyptic reading of Paul. I don’t hold to this view, but it is an important book nonetheless.
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