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615 Piedmont Drive Omaha, NE 68154 Phone (402 715-1390 Fax (402) 715-1428 Kids Network (402) 991-6728 http://cottonwood.mpsomaha.org



SCHOOL HOURS:



Volume 4 Issue 22 February 3, 2017



M-T-TH-F 8:30 a.m. until 3:45 p.m. Wednesday 8:30-2:15



A Message From: Gina Rudloff-Principal Jump Rope for Heart On Thursday and Friday this week students participated in Jump Rope for Heart during their scheduled PE times. Thank you for supporting such a wonderful cause! We will keep you posted as to whether our students reach the goal. Thank you to Mrs. Doyle for organizing a great event and finding fun ways to motivate our students.



2/6



Study Center 3:45



2/7



Walking Club 7:45 4th grade Cougar Choir 7:45



2/8



Study Center 7:45



2/9



Valentine’s Parties Next week we will celebrate Valentine’s Day on Friday, February 10th from 2:30-3:45. If you are planning on attending the classroom parties, please make sure your RSVP is turned into the office. For those of you who contacted PTA online, your RSVP was turned into the office. Pre-printed nametags will be distributed to you as you sign into the building. If you have not pre-registered, you will be asked to check into the office which may take more time. The PTA has been working hard to plan fun, engaging activities. I’m sure it will be a fun time for all! Conferences Thursday, February 9th 4:15-8:15pm Monday, February 13th 4:15-8:15 pm Thursday, February 16th 8:00 am- 12:00 pm Our traveling specialists for strings and band will be available at Cottonwood on:



FOOD DRIVE ENDS 5th grade Cougar Choir 7:45 No Pawsome Readers Book Fair 3:45-7:45 Parent Teacher Conferences 4:15 2/10 Walking Club 7:45 Valentines Day Room Parties 2:30 Book Fair 3:45-5:00 2/13 NO STUDY CENTER Book Fair 3:45-7:45 Parent Teacher Conferences 4:15 2/14 Walking Club 7:45 4th grade Cougar Choir 7:45 Book Fair 3:45-5:00 2/15 NO STUDY CENTER Book Fair 2:15-5:00 2/16



Doug Breiter: Band Monday, February 13 5:20-6:30



Conferences 8:00-12:00 Book Fair 8:00–11:00



Angela Ferguson: Strings Thursday, February 16, 8:00-10:00



There will be no school for students on Thursday, February 16, 2017 Monday, February 20, 2017 School will resume on Tuesday, February 21st.



NO SCHOOL



2/17



NO SCHOOL



2/20



NO SCHOOL



2/21 Walking Club 7:45 2/23 Pawsome Readers 3:45-4:30



Millard Public School Board Members



BREAKFAST: 8:10- 8:30 GRADE



Pat Ricketts Mike Kennedy Amanda McGill Johnson



Linda Poole Dave Anderson Mike Pate



Dr. Jim Suftin, Superintendent



K 1 2 3 4 5



-



LUNCH TIME



12:30 12:20 12:40 11:40 11:50 12:00



ELEMENTARY MEAL PRICES



Hello Watch D.O.G.S.



Breakfast Lunch Milk Adult Lunch



Thank you! Thank



It can't be said enough...



you! Thank you!



$1.40 $2.45 $ .45 $3.35



for volunteering your time to help such a wonderful program. Your involvement in the school shows that you care about your child(ren) and making sure other children have a positive role model to look up to. Just think, you might be some child's hero. Isn't that an awesome feeling? Keep up the great work, Watch D.O.G.S.! It is greatly appreciated. Sincerely,



4TH and 5th grade students Recipe Entry Forms are available at school and are due next Thursday, February 9, 2017



Todd Sokol Cottonwood Top Dog



Keep sending food for our food drive.



Attention Cougar Choir: Rehearsals start next week! Tuesday (February 7th) at 7:45 am for 4th Grade, Thursday (February 9th) at 7:45 am for 5th Grade. DON’T BE LATE!!! Be sure to watch for weather announcements before coming. If school is cancelled, Choir rehearsal is also cancelled for that morning. See you soon! ~Mrs. Marble



Classroom contests end Friday, February 10, 2017 Winning class gets an extra recess!



There is still time to sign up for conferences. We are using PICK A TIME on line sign up again. https://pickatime.com/client?ven=11611645&evt=303381



Conferences are being held on: Thursday, February 9, 2017 4:15-8:15-Monday, February 13, 4:15-8:15-Thursday, February 16, 8:00-11:00



COTTONWOOD



2016-2017 PTA Executive Board



PTA



Jen Fox, President Audra Gibbons, Co-Vice President Abby Mazucca, Co-Vice President



Erin Bearinger, Secretary Teresa List, Treasurer Gina Rudloff, Principal



Happy Friday from the Cottonwood PTA! Cottonwood PTA awards a scholarship to a former Cottonwood student each year. This year we have received ten scholarship applications and the scholarship committee is looking forward to selecting a recipient. It is so encouraging to read through the applications and see all that these Cottonwood students have accomplished! It has shown us that Cottonwood is truly a great school, with the best teachers, and our children are headed down a great path! You may have heard your student talk about the Square 1 Art project. This is an art project that each class completes in each year. The teacher selects a theme and, after completing the artwork, each student receives a catalog with keepsake items featuring their artwork. In addition to being a great project for art curriculum, this serves as a fundraiser for our students. You will receive your catalog toward the end of February, so keep an eye out for it! Erin Bearinger Cottonwood PTA Secretary



Save the Date: Thursday, February 9th: First Day of Conferences



Friday, February 10th: Valentine’s Day Parties Monday, February 13th: Conferences/Conference Meal provided by PTA Tuesday, February 28th: PTA Meeting, 6:30pm, Cottonwood Library



Ways to Give to Cottonwood PTA: Baker’s: visit www.bakersplus.com to link your Baker’s Plus card to Cottonwood Elementary Amazon Smile: visit https://smile.amazon.com/ to support Cottonwood each time you make a purchase through Amazon. Proseeds: visit www.proseeds.com to sign up to link your debit/credit card to donate 5% of your purchase (at select retailers) to Cottonwood. Box Tops: collect Box Tops from any General Mills products and send them to school with your child. Cottonwood receives about $0.10 for each Box Top- and it all adds up!



Minutes for SIT Team



PBIS   



PRIDE Time: Problem Solving/Building Relationships Grant pays for trainings, SWISS program to track behaviors Regional Meeting Feb 2 in Omaha (Gina and Ryan) moving into level 2 next year---moves into classroom expectations



Assessment  MAP Mid-Year Results (Math and Reading) tells how much growth students in grades 2-5 have made…..print out to go out at conferences  NeSA ELA Training (Lindsey R, Bridget K, Gina) o 5th to do TDA questions on the NeSA this year (type answers into computer and it will be graded by a rubric  CogAT Testing (HAL placement….largest #’s from 2nd and 3rd) in February o Indicators come from MAP testing to see if they should be test o SIGS can be administered as well o 2nd grade is an oral test  5th Grade Math Placement for Middle School o Orleans Hanna timed test for placement o MAP scores are used as well  NeSA Testing: March-April o 3-5 Math and ELA o 5th also does Science Budget  Financial Report shared by Dr. Sutfin o Sheet handed out that has been given out at assemblies which includes choices that are available within the district (CORE program at Cather and Disney) Montessori (Norris, Montclair, Millard Central) International Baccalaureate at Aldrich and soon to be at Black Elk…..Millard North Middle and High School o Early College Program at Millard South o College credits for other programs o 1 : 1 ratio for computers in high schools o Roll out will go down to 8th grade next year and then the trickle down will happen after that o May not get down to elementary but Google classroom & Apple classroom may be used o District has been really good with money (our cost per child is less than other districts around us and compared to the state as well) o Program cuts and natural attrition for jobs (not hiring which is causing larger class sizes o Talked about needing parental support vs not wanting more volunteers  Large class para for first grade this year  Wish list of things that could help teachers o Went over the audited numbers vs projected numbers for the budget







Grants o o



Fuel Up 360 (Diary Council)  Get kids active, earn points for prizes, indoor recess games, prizes to give away Field Trips  $12 per student from PTA, CANNOT ask for money from families to pay for field trips, CAN asks for donations due to Legislative guidelines



  



2nd grade free trip through a Grant 4th grade got a grant from the Art Society to get money for a trip as well Nitra won $500 grant for bowling in 4th



Staffing  New SBS Para: Christine Lorenzen  Student Teacher: Nolan Zimmer (part time with Susan in Special Ed and part time with Lisa Ward in 4th) Events  











Movie Night o Made approx. $500 Parent Teacher Conferences o Thursday, February 9th 4:15-8:15 o Monday, February 13th 4:15-8:15 o Thursday, February 16th 8:00-12:00  Purpose retreat for teachers in the afternoon by Youth Frontiers o No school for students (February 16-20) Valentine Parties: Friday, February 10th o Curious to see if we have more volunteers due to having a party on a Friday vs another day of the week Amazing Artist



Safety  



Black top Cones (notified Kids Net) Birthday Treats o Many Students in the school with food allergies o Think about edible treats vs non-edible treats?????  Most in attendance feel that non-edible treats are the way to go  More talk to follow including a list of possible options instead of treats



Facilities  Flat Screen is installed and operational o Student council items, Hall of Fame winners, Spirit Days, High School winners of things to encourage things to do later, birthday students o **start listing PAYBAC partners, showcase different grade levels’ happenings



Questions/Future Agenda Items Nerd Day*  Some kids felt that it was making fun of others, “nerd” is a bad word----making fun of those who wear glasses, awkward, etc.  Other suggestions: crazy sock day, super hero day, etc. *****talk with Student Council about how to solve this problem of making “fun” of others
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