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AL BAKER ASSEMBLY #35!



APRIL 2011



NEWSLETTER Meeting Location Milanese Italian Restaurant 115 Main Street Poughkeepsie, NY Tuesday April 19, 2011 Meeting Time 7:30 PM



---------------April Meeting - Boris Wild Lecture Boris Wild brings his new lecture to our club on April 19th. If you have seen Boris before, you already know what an inventive and entertaining lecture he provides. If you have never seen Boris before....you are in for a fantastic time! Boris promises a new lecture for all of us this time around. So, if you were with us last time he visited, he has some brand new “stuff” to show us all. It promises to be a great time filled with practical close-up, inventive magic and overall entertainment. If you are a member in good standing of Assembly #35, the lecture is free for you. If you are currently not a member, the lecture will be $10. Well worth the price of admission! Read about Boris Wildʼs Biography below and we hope to see you there!
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Boris Wild French Champion of Magic (Grand Prix FFAP 1996) * 1st Prize in Card Magic (FFAP National French



Convention, 1996)



* MacMillan International Close-up Award Winner (London, 1996) * FISM World Championships of Magic Top Award Winner in Card Magic (Dresden, 1997) * "Monte Carlo Magic Stars" Piaget Prize Winner



(Monaco, 1998) * FFAP Robert-Houdin Medal (France, 2007) * FFFF "Lou Gallo" MVP Award (USA, 2008) * S.C.A.M. Award (USA, 2009) * Merlin Award 2009 "Most Original Close-up Magic" (USA, 2009) Boris Wild began practicing magic in 1985 when he was only 12. He is now one of the most renowned French magicians in the world. He is both international performer and lecturer, author and creator of original effects. Close-up magic is his specialty, a top-level performance happening only a few inches from your eyes! Whether at your table, during a cocktail party or a private show, magic effects follow on at a tremendous rhythm! Boris also performs a stage act in which he puts new life into classics of magic with class and elegance to beautiful music. His list of awards is prestigious and has never been equaled by any other French magician. Boris has notably won the title of "French Champion of Magic" in 1996. He has also been awarded at the FISM World Magic Championships and at the "Monte Carlo Magic Stars". London, New York, Las Vegas, Shanghai, Tokyo, Cape Town or Sydney: Boris regularly performs on the five continents. He has already worked in more than 20 countries for the biggest companies, in the most renowned places such as the world famous "Magic Castle" in Hollywood where he has already performed more than 100 shows! Boris Wild has been invited to many French and international TV shows including "The Greatest Cabaret in the World" (three appearances), "Magic Show at the Lido" or "Champions of Magic" in the USA.



His performances have drawn thousands of spectators all over the world and his romantic "Kiss Act" has quickly become a classic of close-up magic. His books, effects and videos are distributed everywhere in the world and are all bestsellers in their category. Last but not least, Boris has been nominated "Guest of Honor" at the FFFF Convention, the most prestigious gathering of close-up magicians in the world, being the first French artist to get this title and the youngest ever.
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President’s Words by Derrin Berger



Members, Where to begin?  Well, in late March I took a vacation and made it out to Magic-Con in San Diego.  If you've heard of it you've heard that it's full of the biggest names in magic, and on any given morning you could see a line-up that would rival any other magic convention.  And that's just in the morning.. of only one day.   How many times do you get to see a show where David Williamson opens for Mac King?  And how many times do you get the chance to talk to Jim Steinmeyer one-on-one, and then turn around and have a conversation with Michael Weber?  And how often do you get to have lunch with the author of the Card College books, Roberto Giobbi?  It doesn't happen to me very often, so it was well worth the trip.   There was a lot of advice given out over the course of the weekend, but the biggest piece of advice I took away didn't come from a lecturer, it came from watching a late-night jam session by one of the guests. The guest is a big name in Spain, and will soon be a big name here in the US.  Having seen videos before I knew what I was up against, so on the first night while walking through the reception I made a point to find him.  It wasn't difficult, you just had to look for the crowd that grew bigger each minute, and listen for the gasps of astonishment that grew louder each second.  While just standing at a bar table he held court with a deck of cards in a way I'd never seen before.  It was actually so good that even my wife said, "Holy @#$&( !", and we don't always agree on magic (she still thinks I'm good).  For 45 minutes each trick got better and better, it was devastating.  The next night I caught him doing it again, only now with a bigger crowd and another 20 minutes.   Flawless technique, unique premises, and interesting presentations.  The big lesson?  Attitude.  He sold his effects with attitude.  The combination of confidence and carelessness that worked so well that psychological forces were used but untraceable.  Handling that was so carefree that whether a dropped card or a spectator shuffled occurred, it was impossible to tell whether it was intentional or just luck that everything managed to fall into place.  On top of everything else, it all made me feel like a layman again.  And it was awesome. I have no advice of my own, I'm just sitting here thinking about whether or not my technique is good, if my premises are interesting, and if my attitude is selling anything without the need for gimmicks.  I'm also wondering what the layman I perform for think.  I wonder if they'd say it was awesome. This month we have another special lecture.  All the way from France is FISM winner Boris Wild!  It's been a few years since Boris has been in the area and we're excited that Poughkeepsie will be his first stop on his all new lecture tour.  Anyone that's familiar with Boris's work will tell you that it is top notch and his lectures are alway full of world class magic.  Don't miss it! -Derrin !
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Assembly Report for March 2011



MAGNIFICENT MAGIC MARKETING POUGHKEEPSIE, NY – Our March meeting was an informal affair attended by a dozen members. Yumi Nakajima received an award from Derrin Berger honoring her wonderful performance at February’s meeting. Afterwards, we headed into the main theme of the evening – the business of magic and marketing yourself or your services. Every member gave and received numerous ideas on how to promote their shows. From inexpensive giveaway items at shows to working promotions into an effect -- lots of ideas were explored and expanded upon. Joel Zaritsky showed us some items he provides at shows. Ed Fitchett displayed a few promotions used during his performances (most of which were as old as members in attendance). Frank Monaco, Steve Johnson, and others discussed the pros and cons of contracts and agents. We were glad to have Larry Slezak back at a meeting, after far too long of an absence. Our assembly is hosting some amazing lecturers over the next few months so be sure to check the website for more details. --Craig Kunaschk



Al Baker Assembly No. 35 (usually) meets at 7:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month at the Milanese Italian Restaurant, 115 Main Street, Poughkeepsie, NY. Check out our website at compumagic.com/sam35 to confirm time and meeting location.
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Will be greatly missed..... It is with a heavy heart and great sorrow, that I have to report the passing of one of our most respected and beloved members.....Zelig Hammer.



Obituary: Zelig Hammer Born November 1, 1921 Died March 29, 2011 Long-time Woodstock and Lake Hill resident, Zelig Hammer died peacefully at his home, after a long illness, on March 29, 2011, surrounded by his family. As a young man, he went into the appliance business with two of his brothers. During the Second World War, Zelig was a machinist in the Navy. During his time in the Navy, Zelig modified and invented various items which helped the war effort, and for which he received a commendation. After the war, he returned to his family business. Zelig became a master machinist who could fix just about everything. With his unique and wonderful set of tools, if he needed a part to make an item work, he would simply build it himself. Zelig’s dexterity and mechanical abilities helped him become a master magician. He was a member of the Society of American Magicians and the International Brotherhood of Magicians. In the “magic world,” Zelig was known for the many special coins and ingenious devices he created for magicians around the world. Zelig loved to play the harmonica, and he was an accomplished chess player. In fact, Zelig was a true Renaissance Man. And in mid-life, he decided to share some of what he had learned over the years – by joining the New York City school system as an Industrial Arts teacher. One of five children, including a twin brother, Zelig is survived by his wife, Jean, his daughter Claire, his sonin-law Chuck, his grandson Greg, and two surviving siblings, his brother, Bob and his sister, Edith.
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Magic News David Blaine pushes magic to the extremes of endurance Richmond Times-Dispatch In the 44 days and nights he spent dangling over London's River Thames in a plastic glass box with nothing to eat and only water to drink, David Blaine said his mind was never clearer. In a society that's infatuated with food , Blaine existed on only the ... http://www2.timesdispatch.com/entertainment/flair/2011/apr/14/ tdweek10-death-defying-feats-ar-970412/



AMA HONORS MAGICIANS Johnny Thompson Presents Lance Burton with "Masters Fellowship"



On April 10th, 2011, the Academy of Magical Arts honored some of the top names in the art during the awards ceremony held at the Avalon Hollywood Theater Selected honorees and nominees for 13 categories were on hand to receive accolades from their peers. Tonight's winners included: Dana Daniels (Stage Magician of the Year); Andrew Goldenhersh (Parlour Magician of the Year); David Regal (Lecturer of the Year), and the first female nomination and winner of Close-up Magician of the year, Suzanne. Other coveted awards went to -- eight time TONY award winner from "Liza" to "LA Cage," Jules Fisher, who received the Special Fellowship Award; for entertaining US Troops and Iraqi/Afghani children in Army hospitals, William Scott Anderson received the Award of Merit; Bob White (Performing Fellowship Award); Franz Harary (Performing Fellowship Award); Stan Allen (Literary Fellowship Award); Jeff Black (Junior Achievement Award); Dean Dill (Creative Fellowship Award); Topas (Magician of the Year); John Daniel (Lifetime Achievement Award) and, following in the steps of greats such as Sigfried & Roy and Harry Blackstone, Lance Burton was this years recipient of the Masters Fellowship Award.
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Convention Listings Upcoming Conventions Dates



Convention Name



Location



Apr 14-16, 2011



Convencion Magica Costa Azahar - La Varita Magica



Oropesa del Mar (Marina Dor), Castellon, Spain



Apr 15-16, 2011



Central Illinois Magic Get-Together



Springfield, Illinois, United States



Apr 17, 2011



Paul Gordon's Card Capers Day of Magic



Worthing, Sussex, United Kingdom



Apr 27-30, 2011



Obie's 4F Convention



Batavia, New York, United States



Apr 28-30, 2011



Branson Magic Bonanza



Branson, Missouri, United States



Apr 29-30, 2011



Magi-Whirl



Alexandria, Virginia, United States



Apr 29-30, 2011



Michigan Magic Day



Coldwater, Michigan, United States



May 5-7, 2011



International Battle of Canton, Ohio, United States Magicians



May 12-14, 2011



Minnesota Magic



Minneapolis, Minnesota, United States



May 19-21, 2011



Magic Collectors Weekend



Chicago, Illinois, United States



May 20-22, 2011



Abra~CORN~Dabra!



Altoona, Iowa, United States



May 23-25, 2011



IMX - International Magic Experience



Las Vegas, Nevada, United States



May 27-29, 2011



International Magic Convention Abrakadabra



Riga, Latvia



May 27-28, 2011



Nashville Magic Day



Nashville, Tennessee, United States



June 12, 2011



Bob Little's Super Sunday



Bensalem, Pennsylvania, United States



June 24-25, 2011 Magic On Manhattan



New York, New York, United States



June 28 - July 2, 2011



Dallas, Texas, United States



IBM - Annual International Convention



YOUR NATIONAL S.A.M. WEBSITE



Join Us for S.A.M. 2011 2011 S.A.M National Convention



NEWS SCHEDULE REGISTRATION INFO HOTEL INFO DEALERS CONTESTS ACTS CONTACTS
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