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2601 54th Avenue South St. Petersburg, FL 33712 lakewooducc.org • (727) 867 - 7961



Dear Lakewood United Church of Christ Family,



October 19, 2017



You just might want to frame this letter; you will not be asked to increase your pledge this year! This is the first time in my many years in churches that this has happened. Instead (you knew this was coming) - When I came to LUCC in early December 2015, one of the first things I heard about was needed roof repairs. That was well before Irma paid her visit. Now that need is somewhere between serious and urgent. It does seem as though whenever something is needed in our community, someone finds a way to help. This time an angel has offered a $35,000 matching grant for roof repair. All we have to do is match the donor’s generosity, and we’ll have enough for a new roof. (There are several people involved in pricing and deciding on what kind of roof, so more of that to come.) When I first heard about the recent damage to our roof and the $35,000 offer, a phrase from the hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” kept running through my mind: “Our shelter from the stormy blast and our eternal home.” Think of all the ways that LUCC is a shelter for us. Physically, yes. I’ve been in church with a storm raging outside. But more often emotionally and spiritually. Stormy blasts are all around us, and they just keep coming it seems. Some come from overseas, some from awful events in the U.S., some from very close at hand, even from our own hearts. And so we come to Lakewood where we feel as safe as anywhere in the world, and we pray and listen to Kim preach about love and peace and justice and learn about ways to serve in church and in the world and hold hands at the end to sing, “Lead us from death to life…” Now our shelter needs our help. We want to be sure there’s a roof over our heads but just as important we want to ensure that Lakewood is here for those who come after us. The theme of our 50th anniversary celebration is “Foundation for the Future,” and that foundation needs a roof! The BIG Event will be held on Sunday, October 29. It is the church’s annual stewardship Sunday when we have the opportunity to make a financial commitment to the church. This year there are two pledge forms. One is for your annual pledge to the operating budget, and that’s the one you are not being asked to increase, though if you can and want to, that would be wonderful. The other one is for your pledge to the roof fund, what you can do to make sure we match the generous $35,000. The roof funds can be donated on October 29, or you can spread out your donation until April 15, 2018. Thank you for all you are and for all you do at Lakewood. Thank you for your ongoing commitment to Lakewood UCC and for making sure it is here to shelter future generations as it does us. Thank you for helping to raise the roof (funds)!



Sally Purvis, LUCC Advisor
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