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Nick Bennett, Public Service Ombudsman for Wales. 18.06.2017 Dear Mr Bennett, You may be aware that Mark Vincent James, Chief Executive of Carmarthenshire County Council, is involved in the property market in Cardiff Bay. If you were not aware of this then I suggest you read about it on my blog Jac o' the North. This letter is in the manner of a query as much as a complaint because I want information. 1. a) What rules, if any, exist with regard to local authority chief executives having outside business interests? b) If there are rules, then presumably these would insist on a chief executive informing his employer of those business interests. c) Can you confirm that Mr James has informed his employer, Carmarthenshire County Council, of his business interests, and that he did so in advance of me making the knowledge public. 2. Hearsay has it that Mr James is a man of some influence in government and other circles in Cardiff. Can you assure us that Mr James has not used that influence to further his business interests and the interests of his partners? 3. Given that Mr James stands accused of representing unscrupulous business interests against the wishes of decent people who have worked hard for their property in Cardiff Bay, would such behaviour be acceptable from a very senior local government official? Yours faithfully



Royston Jones
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