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Smoky Hill 9



th



Grade Summer Reading Choices:



2010



Incoming freshman will select a memoir from the list below. Students should be prepared on the first day of school to be assessed on the title they chose. A memoir is a piece of autobiographical writing…[that] often tries to capture certain highlights or meaningful moments in one's past. The memoir may be more emotional and concerned with capturing particular scenes, or a series of events, rather than documenting every fact of a person's life (Zuwiyya, N. 2000). We have selected memoirs as an entry point to the ninth grade theme: Life is a Journey. Reading Level: * = Easier read ** = Intermediate *** = Advanced All reviews are adapted from Amazon.com It’s Not About the Bike: My Journey Back to Life by Lance Armstrong * * People around the world have found inspiration in the story of Lance Armstrong--a world-class athlete nearly struck down by cancer, only to recover and win the Tour de France, the multiday bicycle race famous for its grueling intensity. It's Not About the Bike is the perfect title for this book about life, death, illness, family, setbacks, and triumphs, but not especially about the bike. King of the Mild Frontier: An Ill-Advised Autobiography by Chris Crutcher * Do You Know: -How shutting your mouth can help you avoid brain surgery? -How to survive in the winter wilderness with only a fishing pole and a sausage? Chris Crutcher knows the answers to these questions and more. Crutcher, the author of novels like Ironman, Chinese Handcuffs, and Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes, will have you laughing out loud.



My Thirteenth Winter: A Memoir by Samantha Abeel



* * Abeel writes of her torturous year in seventh grade when she was diagnosed with a learning disability. Having been a gifted, creative preschooler, she was not prepared for the realization that she could not do many of the tasks that her classmates could accomplish with ease. This account is an interesting mix of factual information and memories. Readers with similar learning issues will identify strongly with the author's trials and triumphs.



The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to his White Mother by James McBride * * * The Color of Water tells the remarkable story of Ruth McBride Jordan, the two good men she married, and the 12 good children she raised. Ruth Jordan battled not only racism but also poverty to raise her children and, despite being sorely tested, never wavered. In telling her story--along with her son's--The Color of Water addresses racial identity with compassion, insight, and realism. The Pact: Three Young Men Make a Promise and Fulfill a Dream by Drs. Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, and Rameck Hunt * * Growing up in broken homes in a crimeridden area of Newark, N.J., these three authors could easily have followed their childhood friends into lives of drugdealing, gangs and prison. But when their high school was visited by a recruiter from a college aimed at preparing minority students for medical school, the three friends make a pact to help each other make something of their lives. A Question of Freedom: A Memoir of Learning, Survival, and Coming of Age in Prison by R. Dwayne Betts * * * At the age of sixteen, R. Dwayne Betts- a good student from a lower-middle-class family-carjacked a man with a friend. He had never held a gun before, but within a matter of minutes he had committed six felonies. A bright young kid, weighing only 126 pounds, he served his eight-year sentence as part of the adult population in some of the worst prisons in the state. A Question of Freedom is a coming-of-age story, with the unique twist that it takes place in prison. Does include some mature language.



10th grade



Regular



PIB/MYP/Honors 10



*Crossing the Wire **Into the Wild by by Will Hobbs Jon Krakauer



**Wake by Lisa McMann



11th grade



**Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer



(1 star = easier, 2 star = middle, 3 star = challenging)



Regular



A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini



IB 11



The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho



Crime and Punishment by Fydodor Dostoevsky



Regular



Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah



Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls



IB 12



12th grade



*** Paper Towns by John Green



AP Literature



AP Language



East of Eden by John Steinbeck



Amusing Ourselves to Death by Neil Postman



Philosophy



IB 12 IB 12 reads BOTH



One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez



Hamlet



by William Shakespeare



Socrates Café by Christopher Phillips
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