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SOUTHWEST COUNTIES RAPTOR CENSUS Feb 4 2018 Please read before you start. 1. Fill out the heading of the FIELD RECORD: County, Route Number, etc. Make sure that both time and mileage are recorded at the start. Time – Put beginning time in the first box and ending time in the second. Begin as close to 8:00 AM as possible, but not before. Mileage – Remember to record your car’s odometer reading at the beginning and end and put total miles driven in the appropriate box. You’ll need, at least, two people, a driver and a recorder. A “navigator” helps, too. 2. Follow the Driving Directions. First time? It might be a good idea to compare the left and right turns to the map before you start out. Please report any discrepancies. Please don’t take any unnecessary shortcuts, but if you need to exit the car to study a bird or just enjoy it, that’s fine – have fun. The idea is to average about 15 miles each hour in order to finish near noon and get on with the rest of your day. At someone’s suggestion, I’ve added approximate mileages to some of the back roads, e.g., #34 left Harmony Rd [1.2 mi.?] #35 right Walters Rd [2.1 mi.?] means that after the left onto Harmony Rd, you will expect the next turn about a mile and a quarter farther; after the right onto Walters Rd, you will drive about two miles before you turn again. 3. Species – Record each species separately, including vultures and unidentified , on the FIELD RECORD. There are fifty boxes on each line, in groups of five [or ten]; use checks, slashes, Xs, etc. to record each bird. For example, X X X X X X X X X X



X would indicate eleven birds. Calculate totals in boxes at right.



4. On the afternoon of the census, please go to Raptor Census Data Input page of salemcountybirding.org and follow the directions there. This will take only five minutes. If you’ve successfully entered your results and see the “thank you” message, there is no requirement to mail anything. You’ll also receive a link so that you’ll have the ability – if you like – to follow others’ reports as they are received. Complete results will be posted at salemcountybirding.org where instructions, maps, driving directions, and the Field Record can always be found.
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