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Ephesians—Part 6



February 9/10, 2013 Chapter 3



FOLLOWING THE MESSAGE 3:1 Paul was a minister of Christ Jesus, bought with a price, and given the special mission of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles. He was, therefore, the prisoner of Christ Jesus. 3:1 How we view and react to circumstances is more important than the circumstances themselves. 3:4-6 Paul was not making the point that those in the past were incapable of appropriating these truths. He was stressing the fact that the mystery had not yet been universally revealed.



3:20 God's capacity to meet His peoples’ spiritual needs far exceeds anything they can either request in prayer or conceive of by way of anticipation. 3:20 The power of the Spirit is not a luxury; it is a necessity. GREEK WORDS Musterion—mystery; not a curious thing, difficult or impossible to explain; something which was previously unknown and previously unrevealed Diakonos (dee-ak'-on-os)—an attendant, a waiter (at table or in other menial duties); specially- a Christian teacher, pastor, minister. Katalambanō (kat-al-am-ban'-o)—to take eagerly, seize, possess :apprehend, comprehend, obtain (over-) take



3:8 Paul acknowledged that in himself he was a nobody, while at the same time recognizing that God had made him a somebody. 3:10 The Church becomes a mirror through which the bright ones of heaven see the glory of God. 3:12 Openness of speech leads to confidence before God, because He graciously accepts those who come to Him through Christ. In turn, because of freedom of access to God, we acquire boldness before men. 3:10 An overarching purpose of the church is to glorify God by manifesting His wisdom before the angels, who in turn offer greater praise to God. 3:15 In Hebrew tradition, for God to give creatures their names is not merely to provide them with a label, but to determine what they are. 3:16-19 Paul was not praying for God to give these riches to believers, but that He would grant believers to be strengthened by God according to the riches they already possess. 3:16 A part of us is getting old, decaying, deteriorating. A part of us is also becoming more vital, becoming richer, deeper, and stronger. That is the inner man. (2 Corinthians 4:16) 3:17-19 Paul prayed for a deeper experience between Christ and His people.
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