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SAWYER LITTLE CYCLONES NEWS Volume 10, Number 5 Sue Lawler, Principal [email protected]



January 2016 Sawyer Office: 239-3790 Sawyer FAX: 239-3815



From the Desk of Ms. Lawler Dear Sawyer Families, 2016 is off to a wonderful start at Camp Sawyer! Our staff is currently in the process of learning more about literacy instruction with specific focus on word work, vocabulary development and phonics instruction, and also learning more about increasing student engagement in the classrooms. Currently, our grade level Professional Learning Communities or PLCs continue to focus their work on aligning their math and literacy instruction to our District Essential Standards and our common formative assessments. A lot of exciting learning and work is happening at Sawyer and within the Ames Community School District. Please watch for more information over the next few months. This year’s Iowa Assessments will be administered at Camp Sawyer in grades 3-5 on February 8-12. This is another week in our year that we want to put our best foot forward. Each day, it is important that all families make sure their children get a good night’s rest and have a wholesome breakfast. Although these assessments serve as a tool for the measurement of growth, these timed, standardized tests may cause stress to some students. If your child is one of these students, please find relaxing evening activities to help your child cope with this strenuous week of test taking. I also wanted to provide an additional reminder that over the next few months we will experience cold temperatures, which will impact our recess routines. When temperatures, including wind chill, measure below zero, students will have indoor recess. That being said, students need to remember to dress appropriately during the cold weather. Please remember we do have a lost and found area near the office. Writing names in all winter items will help us to match items with their rightful owners. We are also asking that notifications for changes in student dismissal occur before 3:00 on the day of dismissal, and likewise by 1:30 on Wednesdays with our 2:05 dismissal time. Frequently, we receive notification close to dismissal time requesting that a child’s dismissal routine needs to be altered. Many times this late notification leads to miscommunication between teachers, students, and our bussing company, resulting in issues at dismissal time. Thank you for supporting this change in our notification process, effective immediately. One final reminder is in regard to our attendance policy. Student absences and tardies renew each semester, so please make sure you call the office each day when your child will be absent.



UPCOMING  EVENTS    



Jan.  4        Classes  Resume   Jan.  12      PTO  Mtg,  6:30  pm   Jan.  18   No  School,  MLK   program  5:30  p.m.   AMS   Kindergarten  enrollment  at   Northwood   Jan.  20    8:30  a.m.  –  noon   Jan.  21    2-‐7  p.m.     Preschool  enrollment  at   Northwood   Jan.  27    8:30  a.m.  –  noon   Jan.  28  2-‐7  p.m.    



School Bells 8:15 — 1st Bell 8:25 — Tardy Bell 3:30 — Dismissal



School Hours Students 8:25 am – 3:30 pm Early-Out Weds. 8:25 am – 2:05 pm Teacher Day 8:05 am – 3:45 pm If your child will be absent from school, please inform the Sawyer Office by calling 239-3790. Thank you.



Here’s to a great second semester at Camp Sawyer! Ms. Lawler



Dates for 4-Day Schedule Mon., Jan. 4 Day 1 Mon., Jan. 11 Day 2 Tues., Jan. 5 Day 2 Tues., Jan. 12 Day 3 Wed., Jan. 6 Day 3 Wed., Jan. 13 Day 4 Thur., Jan. 7 Day 4 Thur., Jan. 14 Day 1 Fri., Jan. 8 Day 1 Fri., Jan. 15 Day 2



Mon., Jan. 18 No School Tues., Jan. 19 Day 3 Wed., Jan. 20 Day 4 Thur., Jan. 21 Day 1 Fri., Jan. 22 Day 2



Mon., Jan. 25 Day 3 Tues., Jan. 26 Day 4 Wed., Jan. 27 Day 1 Thur., Jan. 28 Day 2 Fri., Jan. 29 Day 3



Mon., Feb. 1 Day 4 Tues., Feb. 2 Day 1 Wed., Feb. 3 Day 2 Thur., Feb. 4 Day 3 Fri., Feb. 5 Day 4



Getting Gritty at Sawyer Elementary By: Faaz Mian (6th grade, AMS) and Fantasia Bilbrey (5th grade, Sawyer) This year, Sawyer Elementary has the opportunity to participate in a Builder Buddies program with Ames Middle School. Fifth grade Sawyer Connect students are working with a team of Builder’s Club mentors (6th-8th graders who participate in the club) on a service learning project promoting character and leadership traits. The focus of this year’s project is on building awareness and promoting grit and the use of a growth mindset building wide at Sawyer. Fantasia Bilbrey is a 5th grade student at Sawyer Elementary School. She believes that grit is when you “stick with a goal until you master it”. She said “think positively and don't give up” when it comes to learning and accomplishing goals. In school, Fantasia uses a growth mindset in her learning and especially in math. She enjoys lots of math because it can be the most challenging subject for her. Fantasia loves a challenge and says, “When something is hard, I don't quit; I keep working at it.” Fantasia interviewed fellow 5th grade student, her friend, Alli, and asked her what grit meant to her. Alli said grit means to pick a goal and stick with it until you master it. When asked what a growth mindset meant to her, Alli said “to believe in yourself”. Fantasia also asked Alli how she uses a growth mindset. Alli responded, “I use a growth mindset by continuing to try to get it.” Alli said that if there was one thing she wants others to know about a growth mindset, it is to never give up. Fantasia also interviewed her teacher, Mr. Douglas. She asked him what grit meant to him. He said, “It means never giving up no matter what the circumstances are.” As a teacher, Mr. Douglas said that he uses a growth mindset by encouraging students to work harder and think positively. He said that he can identify when he is using a fixed mindset when he finds himself thinking negatively. Mr. Douglas said, “I change it right away by switching to a growth mindset.”



The color of springtime is in the flowers; the color of winter is in the imagination. ~Terri Guillemets
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