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Louisiana Reflections on the Peace Corps



“Peace Corps has opened my eyes and mind and heart to the larger world…Peace Corps has fostered my desire for exploring the world and for truly immersing myself, going deep beyond the surface of things to truly understand. It is a truly wonderful gift that Peace Corps has given me.” Garrett W. Mason Liberia 2010-2012 Metairie, LA 70001



“Peace Corps needs us to join to serve and empower disadvantaged people that can contribute to meaningful changes locally and globally. It is true when Janet Conway stated, ’For those who wish to change the world and believe that human agency is central to that possibility.’” Hoang Thai Tao Mozambique 2011 – 2014 Metairie, LA 70005



“I was 21 and it was the first time I had a view of the United States from the outside. It was eye opening. It was my first experience seeing people without technical, sophisticated, mechanical options and how they met their needs with what was available. Perhaps it made me a bit less American-centric and more aware of ingenuity and different ways to accomplish the same thing.” Dr. Janie Beers Chile 1965-1967 New Orleans, LA 70118



“I credit Peace Corps with introducing the world to me. What gift could be more valuable than the world?” Prof. Howard Walter Mielke, PhD Malawi 1963 – 1965 New Orleans, LA 70119



Louisiana Reflections on the Peace Corps



“In 2005, I received an email with the subject line: ’Are you my mentor?’ The email was from my former houseboy, Joseph, who lived with me for two years during my service as a Peace Corps teacher in Liberia…He told me that I had changed his life forever. Without my influence, he would not have completed his education, worked in a medical field, traveled to America, become Catholic, and aspired to become an American citizen. Knowing that I made a difference in this one life, and hopefully in many others, gives me a feeling of tremendous accomplishment.” Dr. Myra (Marion) Lewis Liberia 1972-1975 New Orleans, LA 70131



“Several of my students continued their graduate geology studies in the US, and were eventually hired by oil companies.” Arthur F. Christensen India 1962 – 1964 Covington, LA 70435



“In Louisiana, I have been able to bring multicultural programs to schools, sharing from my experience and having a deeper appreciation for our diverse culture here, as well as the worldwide community. The third goal of a Peace Corps volunteer is an ongoing link to our experience while serving.” Mary Ann Reddoch Cameroon 1987-1989 Boyce, LA 71409
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