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South Florida Reflections on the Peace Corps



“I decided to get my PhD and work on educational opportunities for language, racial, and cultural minorities in the US through teaching, consulting, doing research, administration, and producing films. My Peace Corps experiences inspired me to advocate for, train teachers, and evaluate bilingual programs.” Dr. Judith Guskin Thailand 1961 – 1964 Hallandale Beach, FL 33009



“One of my proudest accomplishments was when I managed to get 40 barrels of asphalt delivered to my teacher training college, so that we could pave a basketball court for our team…several years later, one of my best players, Michael Azefour, used the basketball skills I taught him to earn a place on the Cameroonian Olympic Basketball Team. And 30 years later…at a 1994 Peace Corps volunteer annual conference in Washington, D.C, Michael found me again and invited my family to his home in Maclean, VA. Michael had earned a PhD at the London School of Economics and was then working as Cameroon’s representative to the World Bank!” Richard Peter Sugg Cameroon 1963 – 1965 Hollywood, FL 33020



“(My favorite Peace Corps memory was) Seeing the wonder and understanding in the eyes of the children who I taught in the local schools outside of Lima, Peru; it was magic that some foreign adult took such interest in them and allowed them the opportunity to express themselves without judgment or criticism.” John W. Macchi Peru, 1966-1968 Coral Springs, FL 33065



South Florida Reflections on the Peace Corps



“As a staff, (my proudest Peace Corps moment was) helping volunteers make real progress in HIV/AIDS education projects in Ivory Coast and Haiti.” Marty Mueller Libya 1968 - 1969; Staff in U.S. 1982 - 1989/1997 - 2000, Cote D’Ivoire 2000 - 2002 and Haiti 2003 - 2005 Miami Beach, FL 33139



“Both my world view and my self image were impacted by my experience as a Peace Corps volunteer. I learned about the universality of people in general, and felt a common bond with Nigerians in particular that I have been able to incorporate in my professional and personal life.” Doretha Nichson Nigeria 1963 – 1965 Miami, FL 33179



“(My proudest Peace Corps accomplishment was) Running into one of my Andong Middle School students (1972) in the USIS office in Seoul in December, 1997. Of course I couldn't place him, but he immediately recognized me and said, ‘Are you Mr. Chu (my Korean name)? You taught me about Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn and I went on to do a master's and a doctoral degree in American literature.’ It's not often a teacher gets that kind of thank you.” Dr. James B. Nickoloff South Korea 1971 – 1974 Miami Beach, FL



“I brought (the skill-set developed through Peace Corps service) home and used it consistently for the last 50 years.” George I. Platt Panama 1967-1968 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316



South Florida Reflections on the Peace Corps



“I truly think (Peace Corps) is the most cost-effective way for Americans to understand the world, for the world to better understand America, and for all of us to realize that we are all humans who shouldn’t be defined by what imaginary lines (borders) we live within.” Jeffrey Guenther: PE, CAM Malawi 1985 – 1987 West Palm Beach, FL 33411



“Total immersion in another culture was a most valuable participation which I feel privileged to have experienced. Learning Spanish has enabled me to travel and to work with Spanish-speaking clients in New York City and Florida. There is a comfort level that is achieved by knowing both the language and the culture.” Lynn Odinov-Daniels Panama 1966 – 1969 Wellington, FL 33414



“(My proudest Peace Corps moment was) working with Peruvian doctors to develop medical clinics in Arequipa. My husband, George, and I visited ten years later and saw these clinics still serving their communities, thus fulfilling the Peace Corps goal of, ’working oneself out of a job by training local people.” Beverly M. Westacott Peru 1963 – 1965 Fort Myers, FL 33912



“Peace Corps changed the rhythm and world view of my life. I became comfortable showing up in bizarre situations, paying attention, and learning new things from people I would not usually hang around.” Thomas M. Cooksey III Cameroon 1971 -1974 Fort Myers, FL 33912



South Florida Reflections on the Peace Corps



“As a management professor and dean at Binghamton University, my Peace Corps experience drove my interest in developing international courses and study-abroad programs for my students. I took several groups of students abroad for cross-cultural study. I became an internationalist thanks to the Peace Corps.” George H. Westacott Peru 1963 – 1965 Fort Myers, FL 33912



“Over the two years of my assignment I taught some 400 students geography. However, my more important task was as the coach of the school’s soccer team, where I worked with over 100 young men to produce the best team in the city of over 200,000 people.” Leo Cecchini Eritrea 1962 – 1964 Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931
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