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Issue No: 777



Date: 19 June 2015



Dates for the Diary Parent/Carer and Student ‘Need to Know’ Dates Year All Year Groups



Activity Staff Development Afternoon



Date 1/7



Venue and Start Time Early closure at 1.00pm



Sports Day



3/7



Sports Field/Astro



9



Internal Exams



22/6 – 1/7



10



Internal Exams



22/6 – 1/7



11



Book Return



23/6



Lansdown Hall 2.05-3.30pm



Prom Ball



26/6



Mendip Hall, 6.30pm



Sixth Form Induction Day



29/6



Mendip Hall



Book Return



23/6



Lansdown Hall 2.05-3.30pm



7 8



12 13



Sixth Form Induction Day On Monday 29th June we will welcome everyone who has applied to join Wellsway Sixth Form in September. They will have a mixed programme involving lessons, enrichment and meeting tutors as well as meeting our current Year 12 students. | Mr Bray Year 12 Enrichment Week Year 12 students are currently being interviewed one-to-one by tutors regarding their experiences over the year, including the recent exam period. We are using this information to celebrate their successes, identify weaknesses, help them plan for the future and create action plans. This builds into Enrichment Week when all Year 12 will be off timetable from Monday 6th to Friday 10th July. During this time students will have a packed schedule that helps them to get set up for life in Year 13. The week will include workshops with employers and apprenticeship providers, writing CVs, covering letters, UCAS applications, talks from ex-students, researching future options, writing personal statements, visiting Bath University, training for Officers and Ambassadors, reflecting on learning and culminating in a team and skills building trip to Lydeard Farm. | Mr Bray Use of Data at Wellsway School We are currently trialling a new behaviour for learning management system called Sleuth. This online system allows staff to log and monitor positive and negative behaviour. Using this third party to assist in the processing and handling of our data will significantly increase the efficiency of the process and allow us to report more effectively to parents. Please contact us with any concerns or queries about how the data is used. | Mr Comber U13 County Cricket Champions Congratulations to our under 13 cricketers who are Somerset County Champions. What a week it has been for Wellsway cricketers in Years 8 and 10. It started with a double win in the Bristol Schools’ Cricket Association Cup on Monday. The Year 8 cricket team beat Monkton Prep School in the quarter final, after amassing 123-9 (Charlie Westbrook 48no), in reply Wellsway contained Monkton Prep to 106-9 (Will Burston 4-20). At the same time Wellsway under 15s were at Keynsham Cricket Club playing Kingswood School in the semi-final of their competition, posting a reasonable total of 117 all out (Will Thomas 42, Sam Sharp 24). Joe Jackson (2-8) and Tyler Curly Smith (3-5) reduced Kingswood to 15-5 in 8 overs. Wellsway change bowlers of



Harry Waters Jack Tweedie and Ben Flemming mopped up the tail to skittle Kingswood for 55. Wednesday and Thursday saw the same teams travel to the Somerset Schools’ 8-a-side cricket finals. At Nailsea Cricket Club the under 13s swept Gordano, Haygrove and Huish Episcopi Schools aside respectively. With controlled, accurate bowling from Olly Baxter, Huw Perrett and Sam Thier and great power hitting from James Davis, Sam Lowe, Charlie Westbrook, Dan Fletcher and Tom Campbell, Wellsway under 13s were crowned Somerset Schools’ 8-a-side champions. The team will now represent Somerset in the regional finals. On Thursday, the under 15s travelled to Bridgwater Cricket Club, after comfortable wins against Clevedon and Holyrood. Wellsway found themselves in a decider against Haygrove (last year’s national champions). In a game that didn’t deserve a looser, both teams were tied on 65 runs apiece at the end of the game; Tyler Curly-Smith, Louis Holmes, Harry Waters and Sam Sharp bowled superbly. Will Thomas, Joe Fletcher, Jack Tweedie and Joe Jackson came out to bat and knocked the ball around to accumulate runs at ease and, coupled with a few big blows to the boundary, got us needing two runs to win off the last ball. Off the last ball Sam Sharp managed to scamper a single off an excellent delivery, to a leave a tie. Agonisingly Wellsway lost the game because they had lost one more wicket than Haygrove when batting, to leave them Somerset Schools runners up. A superb week of cricket, that has shown that Wellsway really has some quality young cricketers. Well done to all involved. | Mr Ive Art Private View Thank you to Year 11, 12 and 13 Art students for providing such a magnificent show of work in Thursday evening’s ‘Art Private View’. It was a delight to be welcomed by Mrs Higginson and her team to see a broad selection of challenging and skilled work from our examination students. Congratulations to those involved and the colleagues who worked so hard with students. | Mr White



See these and more in our website showcase  Stuart Bradfield Departs from the Local Governing Body & Multi Academy Trust Board This week we formally marked Stuart’s contribution to school life and governance at Wellsway after twenty-three years of exceptional service. Stuart joined the Wellsway Governing Body in 1992 and has taken a variety of roles including Vice chair of Governors. Since 2000, Stuart has chaired our various finance committees with incredible skill and insight. Stuart has been a governor whilst three Headteachers have been in post (Mr Whittle, Mr Kent and Mrs Arlidge). He has helped steer us through a variety of projects, most recently academy status, setting up Sport Wellsway and achieving multi academy trust status. On behalf of the whole Wellsway community I know you would want to join me in thanking Stuart for his exceptional contribution to the school, for his energy and time and for the expertise, care, diligence and prudence he has brought to his role as chair of the finance committee. We offer Stuart every best wish for the future and sincerest thanks for his significant contribution. | Mr White Year 11 & 13 Book Return, Tuesday 23rd June Year 11 and 13 students are expected to return all text books to Lansdown Hall on Tuesday, 2.05-3.30pm. It is vital that books are returned to ensure we are fully equipped for the next academic year. Thank you for your support of this. | Mrs Rogers PTA Support for Drama and the Performing Arts Department The PTA have been a vital source of support for Drama and the Performing Arts over the years and has made a vital contribution to the increased opportunities that students have been able to take in the area.. The PTA has firstly been exceedingly generous in the



grants awarded to us for the various technical and accommodation needs of the department, including new curtains, a new PA system and most recently a stock of new LED lights for our Old Gym Studio space. It makes a massive difference for students to work in an environment that is well equipped and well looked after. In this way they grow to respect the spaces and enjoy what the subject offers. The PTA also willingly supports all extra-curricular drama activities – working front of house for school shows. This takes is a huge support to staff, knowing that the running of this area is in safe hands. The most crucial support, however, has been the incredibly generous funding for our Performing and Visual Arts Intern, Maisie Carter. In the year she has been with us, Maisie has enriched the drama experience of many, many students. She has offered invaluable support and expertise to all students from Years 7-13. Whether it is supporting the more vulnerable Year 7 students in increasing their confidence and self-esteem, running showcase events to increase numbers at GCSE, guiding GCSE students through their examinations, supporting the younger students through the school production, or preparing Year 13 students for their final practical piece at The egg in Bath, none of this would have been possible without the financial backing of the PTA. Maisie has made a significant difference and it is the PTA who are responsible for making this possible. We very much hope that the excellent relationship we have will continue to exist and grow in the coming years. | Mr Psirides PTA Uniform Donations We are always grateful to receive donations of school uniform from students in any year group. In particular, we would appreciate donations of Wellsway uniform and the new-style PE Kit from students leaving Year 11. Parents and carers or students may hand in the items, in a bag, to Student Support. Thank you for your support. | Beth Bracey, Chair of PTA Craft Fair If you are having a clear out this summer please save any books, toys or games for the PTA to sell at the Craft Fair. Please bring items on the day or we can arrange collection in advance. Please contact Beth Bracey via [email protected] | Friends of Wellsway Spare Food Containers If parents/carers have spare ice-cream containers, or empty biscuit/sweet tins, they no longer use the Food Technology department would find them very useful for those students who sometimes forget to bring suitable containers to take food home. We also ask any student who has not yet returned borrowed containers, to do so as supplies are very short at the moment.| Mrs Palacio Inter-House Photography Competition Congratulations to all students who submitted entries to the Inter-House Photography Competition and earned three House Competition Points for their tutor group/House. Many of the entries were of a very high quality and perfectly reflected the theme of 'Our Community'. The following Highly Commended and winning photographs will be displayed on the board in Lansdown Hall next week. Highly Commended: John Williams S6 Niall Cummins N5 Tutor Group N4 Lucy Sheppard N10 Jess Jackson Special congratulations go to the following three students who are the winners of the competition in the following categories: Still Life Winner - Amy Their S3 Panoramic Winner - Colette Grady N2 Landscape Winner - Emily Cullen They will be receiving their prizes at the final assembly at the end of term. Thanks go to Mrs Higginson who judged the competition. | Mrs Riddoch



SPORTS SECTION Fry Club Girls’ Junior Football Fry Club Girls’ JFC are running open training sessions from Thursday 4th June through the summer for girls interested in playing football and joining the Fry Club U18 Development Team. The next training sessions are 7.00–8.30pm for Years 8-12 at Fry Club Somerdale, Keynsham. Training sessions will be based on fun, games, fitness and development of the players’ football skills. Sessions will be delivered by fully qualified FA coaches. For more information, please contact Bernie Grimes on 07760197849 or just turn up at a session. | Mrs Riddoch Under 13 Tennis The Wellsway U13 boys’ tennis team travelled to tournament hosts Writhlington on Monday 15th June to participate within a round robin tennis tournament. The winners of this tournament would find themselves moving forward as representatives for the wider B&NES region and as such all teams were determined to do their best on the day. Despite some high quality singles play from Zak Greatorex and George Lippiatt, strong opposition from Writhlington, Norton Hill and Beechen Cliff would lead the Wellsway team into the doubles fixtures with much work to be done. The Wellsway boys found themselves pitted against St Gregory’s for each of their doubles matches and high quality tennis throughout lead to the Wellsway team securing victory and securing a fifth place finish within the tournament. All of the Wellsway team showed what they are capable of and each player gave it their all on the court. Congratulations boys on a superb battling effort throughout. Player of the Day: Nathan Coltart. | Mr Moffett Avon County Athletics Championships Last Saturday a number of Wellsway students represented B&NES in the County Athletics Championships in Yate. Notable results were as follows: Olly Pryde - 4th in the Junior Boys Triple Jump - 9.39m Becky Davis - 5th in the Junior Girls 800m - 2.36.1 minutes Martha Scott - 1st in the Intermediate Girls Javelin - 34.24m



Huge congratulations to Martha who now travels to Exeter this weekend to represent the County in the South West Schools’ Championships. We wish her every success and feel very proud of her exceptional achievement | Mrs Riddoch Rounders Results On Wednesday 17th June Wellsway Years 7, 8 and 9 rounders teams took on Somervale School. All three teams played exceptionally well and were able to achieve victories all round. The Year 7 team won 17 – 7 and Naomi Bartlett was voted Player of the Match. The Year 8 team gave Somervale two players to complete their depleted team and this game was used as an opportunity to look at tactical play in preparation for their tournament next week. The Year 8 team won 17 ½ - 14 and Lauren Jones was Player of the Match. The Year 9 team rounded off the victories by winning 15 ½ - 5 ½ | Miss Rolfe
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