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JOLLY MOUNTAIN FIRE UPDATE



SOUTHWEST INCIDENT MANAGEMENT TEAM 3 Closures Expand Thursday, August 24, 2017, 10:00 a.m. Location: Cle Elum Ranger District of the Okanogan-Wenatchee NF, 11 miles northwest of Cle Elum, WA Start Date: August 11, 2017 Cause: Lightning Size: 1735 Acres Percent Contained: 0% Vegetation: Timber between rock stringers and ridge tops Resources Assigned: 323 personnel Incident Commander: Alan Sinclair with the Southwest Area Type 2 Incident Management Team 3 Summary: As a weak cold front moved over the area, drier air and increased northwest winds caused the fire to become more active yesterday. Most acreage increase was on the north and south flanks. To the north, it moved into the head of Salmon La Sac Creek and South Fork Paris Creek. On the south side, winds pushed the fire move toward Elbow Peak. Today with cooler temperatures and continued dry air, the fire is expected to not be as active as yesterday as it moves into areas of less dense fuels. Night operations will be used to provide fire behavior information and monitor fire effects. The Kittitas County Sheriff’s department has issued Evacuation Level 2 notifications in the area of Forest Service road 4330 to include residents in the Salmon La Sac HOA area, Paris Creek and Boulder creek areas. Under the Level 2 “Get Set” notification, residents are advised to prepare to leave at a moment’s notice. Deputies went door-to-door yesterday to notify residences in these areas. Important papers, photos and medications should be packed and be ready to take with you. A public meeting will be held in Cle Elum tonight, Thursday August 24th at 6pm located at the Centennial Center on 719 E. 3rd street. The meeting will be livestreamed on the Jolly Mountain Fire Facebook page. Weather: Temperatures will be a little cooler as a weak cold front passes through today. Highs will be mainly in the mid-60’s to lower 70’s with minimum relative humidity in the 25 to 32% range. Moderately strong west winds can be expected on the ridges and in the major east canyons through the day and into the evening. Closures: An Area Closure is being issued for the Salmon La Sac area of the Cle Elum Ranger District for public safety. This closure will encompass all roads, trails and campgrounds from the Wish Poosh Campground to the end of Forest Service road 4330. Fire Restrictions: All campfires are banned on Cle Elum Ranger District. Jolly Mountain Fire Information: (505) 303-0057 (Phones staffed 8:00 am to 8:00 pm) Recorded message (505) 585-5048. Inciweb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/news/5496/ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jollymountainfireinfo/ Twitter: https://twitter.com/jolly_mountain
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