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ADOBE TRAINING, CS6 PHOTOSHOP BASICS: INTERFACE & TOOLS Adobe Photoshop is a powerful tool for editing photos. It is used by photographers, graphic designers, videographers and other professionals to create and enhance digital photos and artwork. In this tutorial you will learn to: • Navigate the Photoshop Interface and menus • Reset the Essential Tool Settings • Access and understand the function of Panes (Layers, Colors, History and Styles) • Identify the basic navigation tools (Move, Hand and Zoom) • Saving Files



Navigating the Interface



Once you have opened Photoshop, you will see the interface. Your interface should default to the Essentials tools and layout. This interface includes the following:
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Photoshop Menu - this is the most familiar of the PhotoShop interface elements. The menu contains lots of options for working with photos. Toolbar - contains tools you can use to adjust and edit photos. Panes - is an information area for particular functions. Panes can display tool options, layer information, history, etc. To view all the available panes, select Window from the Photoshop Menu. Select panes to open them in the pane area. Current Image/Workspace Area - Before you open a photo or image you will see a blank workspace area. To begin working on a project in the workspace, you will need to open an image from File or select New to start a project. Tool Options Bar - Whenever you open a tool in PhotoShop, the tool options will appear above the image area.



The Photoshop Menu Here are some of the options in the Photoshop Menu: File contains New, Open, Save, Save As, Save for Web (which allows you to export a web-ready image from your Photoshop file) and a lot of other options. For Windows users it is also where you can change your PS interface settings (for Mac users this is under the Photoshop menu). Edit houses many of the functions to adjust an image, to undo/redo changes for the project and more. Image this menu is where you can find color adjustments, size adjustments, and many other changes you need to make globally when working with a Photoshop file. Layer this menu is similar to Image, but it contains options that effect only a selected layer within your project. Type allows you to work with features specific to typed text in your project. Select helps you work with selections in Photoshop such as reversing or saving selections within an project. Filter this menu allows you to apply filters to any part of your image. Filters include ways to change the look/texture of your image. View use this menu to adjust your workspace view of your project, like guidelines on the image, and to zoom in
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and out, etc. Window allows you to adjust the elements of your interface. This is an important menu if you ever lose one of your interface items.



The Photoshop Toolbar One of the most important essentials of Photoshop interface is the Toolbar. It contains icons that represent the different tools used in PS to alter and create images. The bar includes tools for selecting specific areas of images, changing colors of the image, stretching, cropping, erasing, transforming and much, much more. Scroll over each tool to get an explanatory tooltip. Only one tool can be activated from the toolbar at a time. Percent of Image Size in Workspace Also next to the toolbar is the image size percent indicator. This is the percent of the full size image as it appears in the workspace. You can increase and decrease this size by clicking on the number. You can increase the size beyond 100 percent. This is useful if you are making small adjustments to a certain part of the image. Note: Tools are often stacked together. To reveal grouped tools click and hold your mouse on that tool and a pop-up will open all the tools in that group.
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Photoshop Panes The Panes area display information such as tool options, the color palette, styles, layers, adjustments and more. Some of these functions are duplicated in other Photoshop menus, but they are easier to access from the Panes once you become familiar with Photoshop. (1) Each Pane has action buttons at the bottom of the Pane to help you work with the Pane features. (2) One of the important Panes is History, which displays a dialog of all the changes you have made on a project. You can use the History Pane action tools to delete states (changes) you made to your project. (3) The Layers Pane - PS documents are made of layers, which are like panes of glass or sheets that hold a piece of the image or project. Layers can contain added text, images and adjustments made to the project. They can be arranged and grouped together and their visibility can be modified. Tip: If you are trying to perform a task and nothing is happening, make sure you have the layer selected in the Layers Pane.
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The Tool Options Bar The Tool Options Bar is located directly underneath the Photoshop menu. The option bar is engaged when you work with different tools. The bar reflects the options for the tool selected. When you choose another tool the option bar will change. Tip: When a tool is not working as expected, the options bar is the place to adjust the features for that tool.



Restoring the Essential Settings To reset your workspace to the essential PS interface, select (1) Window from the PS Menu > (2) Workspace > (3) Reset Essentials. This will restore the essential menu and workspace settings.



Basic Tools for Navigating the Workspace/Projects Some of the tools in Photoshop are used for navigating the workspace and the project. (1) The Move Tool moves items in the project, such as selections, layers and guides. ADOBE TRAINING, CS6 PHOTOSHOP BASICS: INTERFACE & TOOLS - 5
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(2) The Hand Tool moves an image within the workspace window. This is helpful when the image is larger than the window or zoomed-in. Grouped with this tool is the Rotate View Tool. Tip: Double-click the Hand Tool to fit the image to the workspace. (3) The Zoom Tool magnifies and reduces the view of the image. Keyboard Shortcut: Use the Command (Mac) or Alt (Windows) key with the + or - on the keyboard to zoom or reduce.



Saving Files Step One: To save your image files, select (1) File > (2) Save As... from the Photoshop Menu.



Step Two: (1) Name Your File, pick (2) Where you want to save your file and (3) Choose your file format. Select Save. Tip: Make sure that you save another copy of your file as a Photoshop file, if you want to come back and make edits to the project later.
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Saving Files for Web Step One: To save your image files, select (1) File > (2) Save for Web... from the Photoshop Menu.



Step Two: In the dialog box, (1) reduce the image size (if needed), (2) choose the file format and (3) quality output and select (4) Save.... ADOBE TRAINING, CS6 PHOTOSHOP BASICS: INTERFACE & TOOLS - 7
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Additional Resources •



TV. Adobe.com



http://tv.adobe.com/show/learn-photoshop-cs6/
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