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ADOBE TRAINING, PHOTOSHOP CS6 BASICS: LAYER STYLES Photoshop is the leading professional software for editing and adjusting photos, images and other graphic projects. It is a very complex program, but most projects can be improved with just a few basic effects known as Layer Styles. Layer Styles are options you apply to a particular part (layer) of a project. Styles can be used to make creative titles and graphic elements. In this tutorial you will: • • •



Understand the concept of layer styles Use Drop Shadows, Bevel/Emboss, Pattern Overlays and Strokes Adjust opacity and fill for layers



Understanding Layer Styles & Style Presets Since layers are separate entities in a project, they can be given individual styles or effects within the project as a whole. These effects will adjust as you make changes to the layer and can be modified after application. Styles can be applied individually or stacked together on a single layer to create multiple effects. Activating Style Presets in the Panes Area: All styles can be found under the Layer options in the Photoshop menu. However, you may find it easier to activate the styles in the Panes area for quick access to some present or custom styles. (1) To activate the Styles Pane click on Window > Styles. (2) The Styles Pane will open in the Panes Area. Note: A background layer must be unlocked to apply styles. To unlock a layer, double-left-hand click and rename layer in the Layers Pane.
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Using the Drop Shadow Layer Style Drop Shadows can help you add depth and a sense of light to a project by placing a shadow under a layer of text, graphic or image. Step One: Select the Layer(s) to apply the shadow style to in the Layers Pane.



Step Two: From the (1) Style Preset Pane choose the Drop Shadow style with a left-hand click. (2) The style will immediately be applied to the layer and will appear as an Effect under the layer title in the Layers Pane.
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Step Three: To edit the style, double-left-hand click on the effect title "Drop Shadow" under the layer. A Layer Style dialog box will open to allow you to edit the style settings. The Preview will allow you to see setting adjustments applied in your project as you go. Select (1) OK when you are done to apply the adjustments. Tips for Drop Shadows: (2) Lower the opacity for a more natural effect. If you are going to apply drop shadow effects to other layers in the project take note of the settings and keep them consistent across the project. Drop shadows imply a source of light in your project. If you have different shadow effects applied to layers in the same project it will confuse the image results.



Example of a Drop Shadow applied to text layer.
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Using the Bevel & Emboss Layer Style Bevel and Emboss Styles can add definition and a sense of depth to a graphic or text layer. Bevel creates an almost chiseled look while emboss applies a more subtle stamp like effect. Each effect has any number of setting options to create just the look you are going for in your project. Step One: Select the Layer to apply the bevel or emboss style to in the Layers Pane.



Step Two: From the Photoshop menu choose (1) Layer > Layer Style > Bevel & Emboss style with a left-hand click. The default style will immediately be applied to the layer and will appear as an Effect under the layer title in the Layers Pane.



Step Three: In the Layer Style dialog box edit the style settings. The Preview option will allow you to see setting adjustments applied in your project as you go. (1) Select OK when you are done. (2) Bevel/Emboss Style Options: Outer Bevel - adds a bevel outside the layer making it look raised from the background. Inner Bevel - adds the bevel inside the layer, making the layer look chiseled and creating a 3D-like effect. Emboss - adds a bevel across the layer, making a stamped look. ADOBE TRAINING, PHOTOSHOP CS6 BASICS: LAYER STYLES - 4
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Pillow Emboss - adds shading to the inside and outside of the layer to make it look embedded. Stroke Emboss - adds embossing to a Stoke part of a layer, if present. Tips for Using Bevel & Emboss: Remember that a little goes a long way with any effect. Also be aware of the source light in your project as you apply this style (for example: if the light source is coming from the right the Bevel shadow should be on the left-side of the layer).



Example of an Inner Bevel effect applied to text. Notice how the shadow appears on the inside of the text layer making the letters look sculpted and giving it additional dimension.
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Adding Pattern Overlay Styles Pattern Overlays allow you to give a layer a texture. Step One: Select the Layer to apply the Pattern Overlay Style to in the Layers Pane.



Step Two: From the Photoshop menu choose (1) Layer > Layer Style > Pattern Overlay with a left-hand click. The default style will immediately be applied to the layer and will appear as an Effect under the layer title in the Layers Pane.



Step Three: In the Layer Style dialog box edit the style settings like the (1) pattern type. The Preview will allow you to see setting adjustments applied in your project as you go. (2) Select OK when you are done.
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Tips for Using Patterns: Adjust the Opacity and Scale settings to produce a subtle texture effect on the layer.



Here is an example of a Pattern Overlay applied to a graphic layer.



Applying Stroke Styles Strokes create an outline on a layer using a solid color, gradient or pattern. Strokes can be used to give definition to layers, making them stand out in a project. Step One: Select the layer to apply the stroke to and (1) select the Stroke Style from the Styles Pane presets. (2) The stroke default effect will be immediately applied to the layer and will appear as an Effect under the layer title in the Layers Pane.
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Step Two: To edit the style, double-left-hand click on the effect title "Stroke" under the layer. A Layers Style dialog box will open to allow you to edit the style settings. The Preview will allow you to see setting adjustments applied in your project as you go. (1) Choose a Stroke color and (2) size. (3) Select OK when you are done.
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Here is a Stroke effect applied to a text layer.



Using Opacity and Fill Adjustments with Layers The Opacity and Fill of layers, although not technically styles, can be used to change the look and feel of a project layer by reducing the strength and/or its effects; giving it a transparency that allows underlying layers to bleed through. Opacity effects the entire layer and its effects, while Fill will only impact the layer while leaving the effects of the layer intact. You will see the Opacity and Fill sliders throughout Photoshop to make adjustments to a layer or even individual effects.



To adjust the Fill of a layer, select the layer in the Layers Pane. Left-click on the (1) Fill drop-down tool and adjust the slide for the desired effect. Notice in this example that the solid black fill of the rectangle is becoming more transparent, but the white edge or stroke effect is remaining solid. That is because Fill adjustments are only applied to the layer, not the layer's effects.
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To adjust the Opacity of a layer, select the layer in the Layers Pane. (1) Left-click on the Opacity drop-down tool and adjust the slide for the desired effect. Notice in this example that the solid black fill of the rectangle and the white edge or stroke are both becoming more transparent. That is because Opacity adjustments are made to the entire layer.



Additional Resources Adobe TV Photoshop Tutorials:http://tv.adobe.com/product/photoshop/ Tutorial on Layer Styles: http://tv.adobe.com/watch/adobe-beginner-classes-with-dennis-radeke/episode-16-fun-with-layer-styles/
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