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A 



A Our Mission



About Us  



 



INTRODUCTION



MISSION STATEMENT & VISION



The Penn International Sustainability Association (PISA) is a student



PISA was founded in Fall 2009 to promote awareness of the crucial links



organization at the University of Pennsylvania. PISA is one of the first



between business and sustainability among Penn students. The major



undergraduate sustainability groups at the University of Pennsylvania



elements of PISA’s mission are to:



and was formed to promote increased awareness of the crucial links between business and sustainability among the Penn student body as a



1.



whole.



Establish connections between Penn students and leaders in sustainable business, policy, and technology.



2. One of the primary goals of PISA is to build bridges between Penn and top sustainability experts in business, technology, and government in



in business, government, and academia. 3.



order to open up the best knowledge, career pathways, and real-world experience for our students. PISA aims to foster communication and



Promote knowledge of career opportunities in sustainability fields Improve student awareness of local, regional, national, and international green policy initiatives and businesses.



4.



Further develop a culture of environmental, economic, and social



exchange to help Penn students engage in the global green policy



responsibility at the University of Pennsylvania that extends to



implementation



local, state, regional, national, and international communities.



that



is



imperative



for



solving



the



pressing



environmental and economic problems of our time. The goals of PISA reflect the status of the University of Pennsylvania as an international hub for the cutting-edge study and practice of sustainability in various fields.
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A 



A Recent Events



Our Team  



 



PISA TEAM



RECENT EVENTS



PISA



has



many



In



outstanding



undergraduate student leaders from diverse backgrounds. Our



of



their



contributions to sustainability education



members are characterized by entrepreneurship, innovation,



in



Philadelphia,



PISA members were invited to



and impact. Some of the sustainability achievements of



attend



the



opening



ceremonies of the Greater



our members include: — Appointed by Henan Provincial Commerce



recognition



Philadelphia Doug Miller, PISA VP of Business, speaks at The Economist magazine’s Carbon Economy Summit



Department in China as its Investment Attraction Representative in the US.



— Initiated the Green Acorn Business Certification Program to encourage local businesses to incorporate sustainability into their business models. — Received a “Model Social Business in Latin America” award from the United Nations Development Program. — The only student finalist among 11 individuals selected to present their proposal on “Production & Transportation Facts” environmental label



Innovation



Cluster on 9/27/10 at Navy



 



Yard. At the event, Secretary



The PISA team and US Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Economic Development John Fernandez, and Ecolibrium Group CEO Natalia Olson-Urtecho at GPIC’s opening ceremony.



of Energy and Nobel Prize winner Steven Chu formally



awarded the $130 million DOE grant to GPIC, which will make Philadelphia the leading national center for green-building and smart-grid technology development.



at The Economist magazine’s Carbon Economy Summit in Nov 2009. — Initiated an international high-school student group and saved $60,000



More



recently,



organized



in energy bill reductions at King George V School, Hong Kong as well as substantial savings in several other high schools.



Penn



PISA student



outreach and volunteers for



— Published scientific research on thin-film polymer solar cells. — Created a film on US energy policy that received national honorable



the 2010 World Green Energy Symposium and helped bring



mention in C-SPAN’s 2008 Student Cam Competition.



prominent experts to speak Our members have been internationally recognized for their achievements with numerous awards, scholarships, and honors: — Civic Scholars Program in Public Leadership at Penn — Environmental Leadership Program at Penn — McNair Scholars Program at Penn — National Honor Society Scholarship — 2nd place award at International Science and Engineering Competition — Semifinalist in Siemens Competition in Math, Science & Technology
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at the event including Dr.



  Edward Wang, PISA President, and Steven Chu, US Secretary of the Department of Energy, at GPIC’s opening ceremony.



Greg



Caplan,



Director



of



Energy and Environment at Lockheed Martin, and Emily Schiller, Associate Director of



Sustainability and Leadership at Wharton.
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A 



A Major Events



Major Events  



 



PHILADELPHIA INTERNATIONAL SUSTAINABILITY CONFERENCE



The U.S. delegation included: Alan Greenberger, Deputy Mayor for Commerce, Economic Development and Planning of the City of Philadelphia; Karen Randal, Director of Business Attraction and Development of Philadelphia; Katherine Gajewski, Director of Sustainability for the City of Philadelphia; Natalia Olson-Urtecho, CEO of The Ecolibrium Group, and others.



The members of PISA were instrumental in organizing the Philadelphia International Sustainability Conference, which was hosted by the Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia on 12/15/09. The conference, “Leading Change: Sustainability and the Future Xin-Yong Liu, Deputy Mayor of Hebi City, of Business, Technology, introduces Hebi’s achievements in sustainability. Policy, and the Environment in China and the US,” highlighted the need for an international and interdisciplinary approach to sustainability. It showcased Hebi City, Henan Province as a model Chinese city for sustainable practices and discussed its program in conjunction with Philadelphia’s Greenworks program and other local efforts. The conference attracted more than fifty Chinese and US government officials and business representatives as well as more than 200 students and working professionals. The Chinese delegation included: Dong-Cheng He, Assistant Governor of Henan Province; Yong-Qing Miao, Deputy Director of Henan Provincial Commerce Department; Xin-Yong Liu, Deputy Mayor of Hebi City; Jian-Wei Li, Deputy Mayor of Pingdingshan City, and others.
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  Natalia Olson-Urtecho, CEO of The Ecolibrium Group



The delegates from Henan and Philadelphia presented their achievements in developing a sustainable low-carbon society and discussed potential opportunities for collaboration in various sustainability fields.



  Dong-Cheng He, Assistant Governor of Henan Province, China and Alan Greenberger, Deputy Mayor of Philadelphia



This conference was a great success, and it was PISA’s first step in building an international platform for promoting global cooperation on international sustainability.



As an outgrowth of the conference, the government of Hebi signed an agreement of economic and educational cooperation on sustainability issues with the government of Philadelphia. The two cities agreed to set policies to enhance communication and promote mutually beneficial exchange on green technology, education, business, and policy. The agreement embodies the positive impact PISA is making on environmental sustainability and international cooperation.
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Major Events  



 



WHARTON SUSTAINABILITY SYMPOSIUM The rapid, large-scale increase of renewable energy production is one of the keys to addressing the environmental and economic crises that the world faces today. Recognizing the importance of this industry, PISA, with the sponsorship of the Initiative for Global Environmental Leadership (IGEL) at Wharton, held the first Wharton Sustainability Symposium: The Science, Business, and Policy of Renewable Energy on April 23, 2010. The symposium brought experts at the forefront of the nation’s



Professor Noam Lior (right) Chair of the International Scientific Committee for Sustainable Development. 36 years in energy research and consulting



Professor Mark Alan Hughes Distinguished Senior Research Fellow, Penn School of Design, TC Chan Center



Professor Andrew Jackson Penn Mechanical Engineering 35 years of experience at ExxonMobil.



MBA Panelist Ghazal Badiozamani



MBA Panelist Walter Czarnecki



MBA Panelist Jessica Luk



sustainability efforts together with undergraduates and MBA candidates from Wharton. Three distinguished speakers, Noam Lior, Andrew Jackson, and Mark Alan Hughes, brought extraordinary depth of experience and knowledge in various aspects of renewable energy and sustainability as a whole. The three MBA panelists, Jessica Luk, Ghazal Badiozamani, and Walter Czarnecki, answered questions from the audience and led stimulating discussions about renewable energy and clean-tech investment policy. Building on Penn’s commitment to renewable energy, PISA has made strides in raising awareness about one of the world’s most vital issues.
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SUMMER WATER MANAGEMENT RESEARCH PROJECT



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS



In



Our special thanks to the following individuals and organizations who have guided our members and projects and helped make PISA possible:



June



2010,



four



members of PISA formed a



research



group



Ronald H. Bowman, Jr. Executive Vice President, Tishman Technologies



focusing on the current water crisis in China.



Clyde Goulden, PhD Director, Asia Center The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia



During the twenty-day trip,



the



PISA



team



conducted research in five



major



cities



in



China: Shanghai, Chongqing, Dujiangyan, Dalian, and Beijing. The team



John Heon, PhD Programming and Communications Advisor The Penn International Sustainability Association



interviewed and visited local government officials and residents, visited water-related infrastructure projects such as reservoirs, water supply facilities, and sewage treatment plants. The team is currently working on a research paper and a documentary film entitled Blue Gold: Water Management and Urban Sustainability in China.



Natalia Olson-Urtecho CEO, Ecolibrium Group Professor Eric Orts Director, Initiative of Global Environmental Leadership The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania Emily Schiller Associate Director, Sustainability and Leadership The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania Joanne Spigonardo Associate Director, Initiative of Global Environmental Leadership The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania



The PISA team visits the Dujiangyan Irrigation System, one of the engineering wonders of the world.



The PISA team visits the Chongqing Sino-French Water Supply Company.
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Roland Wall Director, Center for Environmental Policy The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia
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Website: www.pisa-sustainability.org Email: [email protected]



Produced by Yaowen Ma, PISA VP of Publications Adapted from PISA Brochure 2009 by Tina Xu, PISA VP of Internal



The printing of this brochure has been made possible through the generosity of the Initiative for Global Environmental Leadership at Wharton.
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