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Commack United Methodist Church 486 Townline Road Commack, NY 11725-2026 - 631.499.7310



Web Site: http://www.commack-umc.org [email protected] Emails: [email protected]



226 YEARS OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN COMMACK 1783-2009 Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe, Pastor 631.499.4770 Carolyn Gehlbach, Editor February 2008



Open Hearts



Open Minds



Open Doors



prepare for the season of Lent. Personally, I am looking forward to Lent because God always prepares a big surprise gift for me. Every Lent, I encounter God in new and fresh ways and my love for God grows deeper and deeper. How about you?



Greetings from Juhye Hahn, Student Intern Pastor! I can’t believe that it already has been four months since I started my internship at Commack UMC. Time really flies. From the first day of the internship, I received a warm welcoming, which made me feel at home. It has been a great and wonderful learning and growing experience. Above all, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe and the whole congregation who graciously provided me the opportunities to participate in various parts of the church ministries including Sunday worship services. Those experiences helped me to reflect on the role of a spiritual leader in a church.



What is Lent like for you? As I continue my journey on a student pastoral internship, I am planning to lead a small group on prayer. The invitation is opened to everyone who wants to learn and practice prayer as his or her spiritual discipline during Lent. I believe that Lent is a special time of God’s blessing for all of us who want to grow and to have a deeper relationship with God. We will make a more detailed announcement, as we get closer to Lent. If you have any question regarding the small prayer group, feel free to speak to me on Sunday. Thank you all again for all your love and support!



When I began the internship, I thought I would simply learn some “techniques” and “methods” in ministry such as how to prepare a sermon and how to lead worship services and meetings. Of course, I learned them as well. However, more deeply, I really learned the heart of the pastor for his/her congregation. I learned to receive everyone in the congregation as God’s gift for me to love. I realized that this love is more important than any skills I can learn in ministry. I also tasted God’s grace and love through your warm care and support. Thanks be to God!



Peace, Juhye Hahn __________________________________________



Important Dates LEADER to LEADER WORKSHOP Westbury UMC Saturday 7 February 9AM-1:00PM Patchogue UMC Sunday 8February 2-5 PM Call Church Office to Reserve your place to attend. February 25th 7:30 PM



Now as we enter the month of February, we 1



ASH WEDNESDAY Communion Service of Worship



INTERNATIONAL DINNER, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14 @ 6 PM



The next meeting will be held on Thursday, February 12 in the parlor at 7:30 PM. Deb Hervey will show a DVD, "A Journey in Mission", stories of Methodist women doing extraordinary things. Anne Tammaro is hostess for the evening.



We are looking forward to our Annual International Dinner in the fellowship hall. Each family is requested to bring a favorite (or heritage) dish to SERVE YOUR FAMILY PLUS TWO in ADDITION to a salad or dessert. A sign-up sheet isl available on the bulletin board. There will also be a sheet to sign up for some of the essentials: coffee, tea, sugar, milk, cold drinks, etc. We ask that you enter the number of family members who will (or might) attend, so we have a viable count for the table and chair set up. The time is 6 PM with a guaranteed dinner bell at 6:30 PM



We were pleased to be able to share $500 for mission among several recommended by UMCOR. These funds were derived from our pledges and our cookie sale. Thank you to all. All the women in church and friends are invited to attend. Let us know if transportation is needed.



If you have any souvenirs, items from your travels or treasures from "the old country", please bring them in so we have some lovely artifacts to display. Inform John of this, and he will have space available for you... and if you are concerned about safety, you may bring them in earlier in the day or just prior to our dinner.



The following officers for 2009 were Installed: President Nancy Gamby Vice President Deb Hervey Secretary Betty Carson Treasurer Margie Zoltowsky Mission Coordinators: Spiritual Growth: Ginny Eichenauer Publicity: Kathy Muller Social Action: Ann Aupperle Membership Matilda Gollatz Hostess Cyndi Pinkham Sunshine Joan Nehlsen Nominating Committee: Betty Carson Dot Megna Doris Hoffman Cyndi Pinkham __________________________________________ The Messenger Deadline is the 15th of each month. Please email or write exactly the information you would like printed in the bulletin or messenger; forward with the dates you want the announcement to appear. Be sure to include your coordinates. Contact office one week before your deadline.



Authentic foreign dress is always an eye catcher and in the past we have had a fashion show of Korean, Indian, Chinese, Bavarian and Philippine outfits~do not hesitate to dress according to your heritage...this is an International Dinner ENTERTAINMENT~ENTERTAINMENT~ As you know there is no fee involved for CUMC's social event of the year, SO! We need some home grown entertainers! We are hoping for some very enjoyable surprises, So step up to the plate and show us your talents! Help will be needed in setting up and serving, we would be pleased to have you volunteer to help. John & Kathy Muller THRIFT SHOPPE The Thrift Shoppe will be open every Tuesday & Friday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. The first and third Saturday monthly from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Anne Tammaro and Patti Spory Co-Chairs UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 2



FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS Jack Adam



WORSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT We wish to Thank Margie Zoltowsky for working as Chairperson of the Worship Committee for the last five years. She is staying on the committee and we are grateful for that.



Norma Adam



Betty Carson Arlene Lavoie Kathy Muller



Joan Svoboda Carol Wilson



Many happy birthday prayers and wishes to all.



We Thank Karen Malgraf, Penny White and Sabana Prasad for their work on the Committee over the past years. They are very busy Ladies and have other committments.



*************************************************************** *



MITTEN MINISTRY Florence Schneckenberger and Florence Critelli have diligently crocheted the many mittens, hats and scarves that have been distributed, along with our PB&J sandwiches to the homeless on Long Island. However, the cold weather and the need is still with us, if anyone wishes to contribute their knitting & crochet talents in this ministry, please contact me. I have easy patterns, but DONATIONS OF YARN are sorely needed. Kathy Muller ______________________________________



We welcome three newcomers and we Thank them for Volunteering: Linda Ciani, Vicky Zinkavitch and Tim Sampson. There will be a change at the Communion Table. Pastor Lynda has suggested we use two Chalices for Grape juice, so as not to obstruct the leaving of the Communion Table. If anyone has any suggestions for the Worship Committee, please let us know. Thanks Betty Carson __________________________________________



SAVE THE DATE !!!!! ST. PATRICK’S DAY FEAST...MARCH 14TH SATURDAY, AT 6:00 PM..... All you can eat Corned Beef and Cabbage, potatoes, carrots, onions plus Irish Soda Bread, rye bread, relish dish and assorted deserts, coffee tea and apple juice. Buy Tickets by March 11th. Adults $12, Children 6-12 $6.00, under 6 free. For further information call the church office. 631-499-7310 __________________________________________ Our Prayers and Good Wishes go out to Donald Williams (husband of Cynthia Williams), who recently had heart surgery. May God Grant him a speedy recovery. Cards can be sent to: Mr Don Williams, PO Box 1425, New London NH 03257-0001



We speak with different accents We come from different lands, Our threads of kin and culture Are worked in different strands, Yet still they make a pattern So intricate and fine, That thought we may not see it Their colours blend and shine. And though we all are different Each life one goal should span— To make our thread of being As perfect as we can. Margaret Ingall



_____________________________________ Save this Date: The American Guild of Organists Suffolk County Chapter of AGO Is sponsoring an



ORGAN EXPO Florence Schneckenburger



PEDALS, PIPES AND PIZZA SUNDAY March 8th from 3:00 to 6:00 PM Demonstration on how to play the organ; Purpose is to educate & encourage Organ and Choral Music among the public.



Youth Group 30 Hour Famine will be held in the Fellowship Hall on April 24 and 25
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all, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to ... Thank you all again for all your love and support! .... relish dish and assorted deserts, coffee tea and apple. 
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