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EFL University Entrance Examination 2013 Ph.D. Comparative Literature Time: 3 hours



Max Marks: 100



Instructions 1. Write your Admit Pass No. in the boxes provided in the answer book. Do not write your name anywhere in the answer book. 2. Write all your answers only in the answer book(s) provided.



SECTION A Write a response of about 1000 words to ANY ONE of the following: (1 x 20= 20marks): 1. Do you think Gender can be a trope for comparative studies? Critically discuss the possibilities and limitations of such an approach.



2. Death of a Discipline,while discussing the limitations of Comparative Literature as a discipline, has also opened up new avenues for comparative studies. Discuss 3. The literary anxieties of a globalised world.



SECTION B Translate the following paragraph into an Indian language and comment (in English) on the problems posed by linguistic differences while translation. How do you think this would affect comparative studies? (20 marks) As the word itself suggests, this break is most often related to notions of the waning or extinction of the hundred-year-old modern movement (or to its ideological or aesthetic repudiation). Thus abstract expressionism in painting, existentialism in philosophy, the final forms of representation in the novel, the films of the great auteurs, or the modernist school of poetry (as institutionalised and canonised in the works of Wallace Stevens) all are now seen as the final, extraordinary flowering of a high-modernist impulse which is spent and exhausted with them. The enumeration of what follows, then, at once becomes empirical, chaotic, and heterogeneous: Andy Warhol and pop art, but also photorealism, and beyond it, the “new expressionism”; the moment, in music, of John Cage, but also the synthesis of classical and “popular” styles found in composers like Phil Glass and Terry Riley, and also punk and new wave rock (the Beatles and the Stones now standing as the high-modernist moment of that more recent and rapidly evolving tradition); in film, Godard, post-Godard, and experimental cinema and video, but also a whole new type of



commercial film (about which more below); Burroughs, Pynchon, or Ishmael Reed, on the one hand, and the French nouveau roman and its succession, on the other, along with alarming new kinds of literary criticism based on some new aesthetic of textuality or écriture ... The list might be extended indefinitely; but does it imply any more fundamental change or break than the periodic style and fashion changes determined by an older high-modernist imperative of stylistic innovation? It is in the realm of architecture, however, that modifications in aesthetic production are most dramatically visible, and that their theoretical problems have been most centrally raised and articulated; it was indeed from architectural debates that my own conception of postmodernism – as it will be outlined in the following pages – initially began to emerge. More decisively than in the other arts or media, postmodernist positions in architecture have been inseparable from an implacable critique of architectural high modernism and of Frank Lloyd Wright or the so-called international style (Le Corbusier, Mies, etc), where formal criticism and analysis (of the highmodernist transformation of the building into a virtual sculpture, or monumental “duck,” as Robert Venturi puts it), are at one with reconsiderations on the level of urbanism and of the aesthetic institution. High modernism is thus credited with the destruction of the fabric of the traditional city and its older neighbourhood culture (by way of the radical disjunction of the new Utopian high-modernist building from its surrounding context), while the prophetic elitism and authoritarianism of the modern movement are remorselessly identified in the imperious gesture of the charismatic Master.



SECTION C Discuss your research proposal (1 x 20 = 20 marks)



SECTION D Write short notes (400 words) on ANY Four of the following: (4x10=40 marks) 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.



A regional writer The Politics of “Corruption.” Writing against culture English and Education Autobiography Culture Industry.
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