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WEEK A - 32 Matthew 25:1-13



JESUS’ Parable of the Ten Virgins



1. UNDERSTAND IT!



“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones, when taking their WEEK C - 29 LUKE 18:1-8 lamps, brought no oil with them, but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps. Since the bridegroom was long delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight, there was a cry, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise ones replied, ‘No, for there may not be enough for us and you. Go instead to the merchants and buy some for yourselves.’ While they went off to buy it, the bridegroom came and those who were ready went into the wedding feast with him. Then the door was locked. Afterwards the other virgins came and said, ‘Lord, Lord, open the door for us!’ But he said in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, I do not know you.’ Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.



Foolish



Lacking good sense or judgment



Wise



Having or showing experience, knowledge, and good judgment



Virgins



A person who is naive, innocent, or inexperienced, especially in a particular context; a person who is celibate/chaste



Bridegroom



A man on his wedding day or just before and after the event.



2. EXPLORE IT! In Jesus' time, the bridegroom traveled from his home to the home of the bride to meet the bride and bring her back to his home. The virgins in this parable were family members and friends of the bride, whose job it was to greet the bridegroom and escort him to the bride. Thus the virgins represent the Church, for in the Church there is a mix of good and bad people. The wise virgins had oil for their lamps and were ready to escort the bridegroom. The foolish virgins were not ready and did not have enough oil to greet the bridegroom. Jesus, in the Parable, teaches the disciples that they must remain vigilant so that they will not be caught unprepared



3. CONNECT IT! In this week's Gospel, Jesus talks about what it means to be prepared to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus wants His disciples to understand that the exact day and time cannot be predicted. Let’s imagine that we are planning a surprise party for a friend. How would we go about preparing for this party? We would have to prepare an invitation list, set the date, reserve a place for the party, plan the food, choose the decorations, plan activities, and so on. There is much preparation needed for a



surprise party. What would happen if the guest of honor arrived before we were ready? Likewise, in today’s Gospel. Jesus talks about the importance of being prepared for the Kingdom of Heaven, by doing what we can now. To prepare for the Kingdom of Heaven, we must live according to God’s law by following the 10 Commandments, by being holy, and by being faithful as the children of God.



4. LIVE IT! [ PRUDENCE ] Prudence – acting with or showing care and thought for the future. In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us the importance of being prepared to receive the Kingdom of Heaven. This week, plan ahead and be careful in all our acts and decisions in providing for our future in Heaven. In praying, learning what God wants us to do, obeying the commandments, and listening to Him. Let us practice prudence and prepare ourselves to receive the Kingdom of Heaven.



5. REMEMBER IT! “Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” (Matthew 25:13)



6. PRAY IT!



Dear Jesus, one day we are going to meet You face to face. We pray that we will all be ready. Amen.



My child has completed the corresponding virtue for this week __________________________________ Parent signature
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