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St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray”



NEWSLETTER Term 2 Week 10 29 June 2016



Dear Parents and Caregivers  



As Term 2 draws to a close, we can look back and reflect on the wonderful progress of our students over the last two terms. Our Kindergarten children are now “old hands” at the school routine and have settled in beautifully. The Year 6 students are noticeably growing into a responsible, mature and cooperative group, showing that they are well prepared for High School. The Year 1 and 2 students are growing in confidence as they take their place in the St Joseph’s school community. Students across all other grades are progressing and learning and it is a delight to see all our students showing a sense of ‘belonging’ to our school community.



Mary MacKillop St Mary of the Cross Australia’s first Saint



We look forward to the next two terms with hope and excitement as to what can be achieved when we work together as a cooperative and collaborative school community with our focus, as always, on faith development, student well-being and growth in learning outcomes. ELECTION 2016



Born on 15 January 1842 in Melbourne



The Federal Election will be held this Saturday. I include an excerpt from Archbishop Anthony concerning the election.



Died 8 August 1909



“With the federal election just around the corner, we all have to decide who to vote for. This is not always an easy decision, but it is a very important responsibility, for Catholics as for others. We all must decide who deserves our vote. 



CANONISED



It is said that an unusually high proportion of Australian voters have 'disengaged', i.e. they are not much interested in this election. Why is that? One reason might be that the election campaign has gone on for so long that it has run out of steam and can no longer hold people's attention. Another might be that there is little to choose between major parties competing for 'the middle'. 



17th October 2010



   



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7    



28-32 Thurlow Street Riverwood NSW 2210 Phone: 9533 3341 Fax: 9584 2672 [email protected] www.stjriverwood.catholic.edu.au



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE PRINCIPAL Cont’d An even more important reason might be that the major parties are not talking about the issues about which people are most passionate - certainly not the issues about which Catholics should be most passionate. As the Bishops of Australia asked in their recent electoral statement: who among the political parties today is standing up for the family? For the unborn? For the elderly? For refugees? Who is standing up on issues such as workers' rights, human trafficking or foreign aid? Even when such issues are brought into the public domain, they are rarely discussed in other than a populist or pragmatic way; there is no reference to any guiding principles or assessment of which policies best serve the dignity of the person and the common good. All too often, for example, discussion of the asylum seekers or other pressing migration issues appeals more to people's fears than their generosity, more to our baser nature than the nobler side of Australians.  In a spirit of justice we must respect the rights of all, seek to ensure that each is given their due, and promote harmony in relationships. Laws and policies must respect the dignity of the individual and promote the common good of all. A useful litmus test of the fairness of particular institutional arrangements or policies is: who are the 'winners' and 'losers' (e.g. in our taxation and superannuation policies)? Are good results being achieved for all (or most) without trampling upon the rights of others? Christ challenges us: what did you do for the least - the hungry, thirsty, lonely and trapped?”     



PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS Thank you to all the parents who have attended interviews this week to discuss your child’s academic progress with their teacher. Here at St Joseph’s we have a continuous cycle of teaching, learning and assessment, using the assessment data to further inform our teaching programs to suit the needs of our students. I hope that you have found the assessments that accompany the academic report useful in assisting you to understand the criteria required for grading your child at either Extensive, Thorough, Sound, Basic or Elementary level.



BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE SURVEY We have received over one hundred positive responses to our survey to parents concerning Before and After School Care on site here at St Joseph’s. The information has been shared with the relevant SCS personnel and I will keep you informed of the progress of the proposal.



 



“Blessed are the merciful, for they obtain mercy.”  



Matthew 5:7



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE PRINCIPAL Cont’d  



KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS Offers of enrolment for Kindergarten 2017 have been sent to families. If you have not already done so, could you please respond to the offer as soon as possible as demand for places is very high. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the teaching and office staff for their hard work and dedication so far this year as well as our very enthusiastic P & F Committee who strive to assist the school with fundraising and community events. A big thank you to the parents for your continued support and cooperation. Thank you also to Father John Doherty for his care and support of our school community. Enjoy the July school holidays and we look forward to seeing all our families for the commencement of Term 3 on Monday 18th July.  



 



God Bless



Kim McCue Principal



Has your child been absent from school this week?   



Parents are required to inform their child's teacher in wri ng  of the dates and reason of absence within a week of return  to school or the absence will be recorded as an UNEXPLAINED  absence on their file. 



“Blessed are the merciful, for they obtain mercy.”  



Matthew 5:7



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL



Our school photos will be taken over two days - Tuesday 9 August and Wednesday 10 August (Week 4). Please avoid making any school time appointments for your child on these dates. Further details regarding ordering will be sent home when we return to school next term. STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY Please be advised that on Friday 16 September our staff will be participating in a professional development / staff spirituality retreat day. As all staff will be off site it will be a pupil free day for all students. This day will allow our staff to gather together and strengthen dimensions of our own faith journeys. MATHS PROBLEM SOLVING COMPETITION Well done to all the students who have submitted entries for the previous two problems! The final problem for the term is attached to today’s newsletter. Entries will be accepted throughout Week 1 and the Prize draw will be held at the end of that week. These holidays are a perfect opportunity to spend some time attempting the final problem.



LOST PROPERTY A boys school shirt and tie was found outside the Canteen. If this belongs to your child, please contact the school office. Please ensure you check through our Lost Property Box (located on the verandah).



Good Luck to Alex Ninovic who is competing in the 2016 Australian Karting Championships (Round 4) this weekend in Ipswich. This event can be viewed on www.mysportlive (live streaming) on Sunday 3 July at 9.19am and finals at 12.34pm. Alex is in the Cadet 9 category.



Have a good holiday. Lynda Busuttil “Blessed are the merciful, for they obtain mercy.”  



Matthew 5:7



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE RELIGIOUS CO-ORDINATOR



This Sunday, July 3rd is Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday. The theme for 2016 is:



Let the earth cry out to God with joy and compassion for all It is a long standing tradition that the first Sunday of July is dedicated to our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander brothers and sisters. At this time of year particularly, we need to remember and acknowledge again that for thousands of years before the arrival of Western settlers, the sole inhabitants of this vast land were Indigenous peoples: the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. In a real sense the settlers were invaders in this land which was named “terra nullius”, the land which was deemed to belong to no one! Many injustices and atrocities have been committed against the Indigenous people of the land since. The National Apology to the Stolen Generations by the Prime Minister on 13 February 2008 was indeed an historic and hope-filled moment for Australia, but it cannot end there. We continue on a journey and process of reconciliation and healing. The first words from the lips of the Risen Lord to his shocked and fearful disciples were: Peace be with you! It is a very profound peace, that transforms our relationships and attitudes, and which helps us overcome the hurdles and tensions as we dialogue and witness for a better world. God’s world and our “common home”. (Laudato si- Pope Francis)



The simple and profound prayer of St. Francis of Assisi: “Lord make me an instrument of peace” captures such a transformation of the heart. The challenge of reconciliation and bringing healing requires determination, wisdom and patience. As we celebrate this Aboriginal and Islander Sunday in 2016 so we might echo with one voice the thoughts in Psalm 66: “Let The Earth Cry Out To God With Joy And Compassion For All”. (Information taken from the Reflection by Bishop Joseph Oudemann Auxiliary Bishop Brisbane and the Australian Catholic Bishops Statement on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday)



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE RELIGIOUS CO-ORDINATOR



Holy Father, God of Love  (Prepared by Wontulp Bi–Buya Indigenous Theology Working Group)              We pray:    Holy Father, God of Love, You are the Creator of this land and of all good things. Our hope is in you because you gave your son Jesus to reconcile the world to you. We pray for your strength and grace to forgive, accept and love one another, as you love us and forgive and accept us in the sacrifice of your Son.    We ask this through Christ Our Lord  Amen        Thank you for your generosity in contributing to the Vinnies Winter Appeal. It is not too late to send in donations. We are able to accept them until Friday.    Everyone is warmly invited to join us for First Friday Mass, this Friday 1st July at 12 noon.    I wish all students, families and caregivers an enjoyable break with time spent with loved ones.  Peace and best wishes Robyn Green



         



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” COMING TOGETHER



Whole School Mass



Friday Prayer Assembly



01.07.16



22.07.16



First Friday Mass (12.00pm)



Year 2



DIARY DATES



Monday 18 July



-



School Resumes for Term 3



Tuesday 26 July



-



Women’s Wellbeing Breakie & Breather



Friday 29 July



-



Year 4 Rocks Walking Tour Excursion



Tuesday 2 August



-



Year 1 Incursion “Alice in Wonderland



Wednesday 3 August



-



Year 2 Excursion Hazelhurst Gallery



9-10 August



-



School Photos



Sunday 14 August



-



Confirmation at OLF Peakhurst



Tuesday 16 August



-



ICAS Mathematics



Thursday 25 August



-



Year 1 Excursion - Korean Cultural Experience



22 –26 August



-



Book Week



Thursday 1 September



-



Father’s Day Stall



Friday 2 September



-



Father’s Day Breakfast



Friday 9 September



-



Kindergarten Excursion Calmsley Hill City Farm



Friday 16 September



-



PUPIL FREE DAY



Friday 23 September



-



Last Day of Term 3



 



“Blessed are the merciful, for they obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray”



The Premiers Reading Challenge 2016    Time is running out to complete your reading log for the 2016 Premier’s Reading Challenge. The holidays are almost upon us and what better time to catch on reading. Many students are close to already completing the challenge. The Challenge opened on 7 March and all participants must have their Student Reading Record handed to their class teacher by 19 August in order to complete the Challenge and receive a certificate from the Premier. Seven weeks to go!



Challenge  K‐2 



Number of books  you must read  30 



Min number of PRC  Max number of Personal  Books  Choice books  25  5 



PRC  Booklists  you  can  read  from  K‐2. 3‐4.5‐6,7‐9 



3‐4 



20 



15 



5 



3‐4. 5‐6, 7‐9 



5‐6 



20 



15 



5 



5‐6, 7‐9 



Happy reading everyone!                      



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE LITERACY CO-ORDINATOR



Literacy: Writing Program     



As outlined in our previous newsletter, we have focused on sentence structure, vocabulary and punctuation and how improvement in these areas can have a positive impact on our writing.  PUNCTUATION  Punctuation is a feature of written text different from letters. Children should recognise how capital letters are used for names, and that capital letters and full stops signal the beginning and end of sentences.  You can help your child by teaching them the following simple punctuation features:  



Beginning a sentence – The first letter in a new sentence is always a capital letter. Example: the cat ran away. › The cat ran away.







Ending a sentence – The end of a sentence is punctuated with a full stop. Example: The cat ran away › The cat ran away.







Names – Capital letters are always used for a person’s name and the pronoun reference ‘I’. Example: miss honey; sarah; i › Miss Honey; Sarah; I



 



VOCABULARY  



In order to begin building their writing vocabulary beyond a small collection of high frequency and familiar words, children need to have opportunities to learn and rehearse a wider range of vocabulary in meaningful contexts.   



You can assist your child by providing many opportunities to rehearse and use relevant vocabulary using speaking, writing and drawing. Discuss unfamiliar words with them, put the word in a sentence or draw a picture to go with the new words they have learnt.     



HOLIDAYS: Encourage your child to keep reading and writing throughout the break.   



Wishing you all a relaxing break!  Mrs Meadley  Literacy Coordinator 



 



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR EASTERN REGION ATHLETICS CARNIVAL On Friday 5th August, 34 students will represent St Joseph’s at the Eastern Region Athletics Carnival held at Sydney Olympic Park, Homebush. The students that have been selected for the Eastern Region Athletics Carnival have either finished 1st or 2nd in their respective age groups and have met the specific guidelines set out by Eastern Region Sport. Congratulations to the following students who have qualified for their respective events: 100m Championship Event   Girls 8 Years Renee Govesis and Isabella Chen  Boys 8 Years Christopher Trpkovski and Levi Saua  Girls 9 Years Tiana Petkovski and Lucy Finn  Boys 9 Years Austin McDean and Cooper Cook Girls 10 Years Simonet Di Stefano and Patricia Papagianopoulos Boys 10 Years Mitchell Woods and Carter See  Girls 11 Years Claudia Nguyen and Lara Tolic  Boys 11 Years Oliver Farr and Sheldon Suarez Girls 12 Years Anna Kim and Hannah Ridley  Boys 12 Years Marc Anthony Noun and Matthew Campos Peterson Girls 13 Years Danica Di Stefano  Age Groups 



200m Championship Event 



800m Championship Event 



Girls Junior 



Simonet Di Stefano and Tiana Petkovski 



Tiana Petkovski 



Boys Junior 



Mitchell Woods 



Mitchell Woods 



Girls 11 Years 



Lara Tolic and Tamara Buckley 



Tamara Buckley 



Boys 11 Years 



Alanson Garcia 



Antonio Caruana 



Girls Senior 



Hannah Ridley 



Jordan Coyle 



Boys Senior 



Joshua Lopizzo 



Joshua Lopizzo 



Age Groups 



Long Jump 



High Jump 



Discus 



Shot Put 



Girls Junior 



Simonet Di Stefano 



Christina Vandarakis 



Simonet Di Stefano 



Simonet Di Stefano 



Boys Junior 



Mitchell Woods 



Emmanuel El Azzi 



Mitchell Woods 



Mitchell Woods 



Girls 11 Years 



Teana Bourke 



Teana Bourke 



Liahna Hofman 



Claudia Nguyen 



Boys 11 Years 



Oliver Farr 



Alanson Garcia 



Sheldon Suarez 



Nicholas Veldekis 



Girls Senior 



Hannah Ridley 



Hannah Ridley 



Olivia Simone 



Hannah Ridley 



Boys Senior 



Rory Little 



Rory Little 



Rory Little 



Patrick Campanaro 



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR Age Groups 



Relay 



Age Groups 



1. Tiana Petkovski 



Girls Junior  In order of running. 



2. Patricia Papagianopoulos 



Girls Senior  In order of running 



3. Lucy Finn  4. Simonet Di Stefano  1. Austin McDean 



Boys Junior  In order of running. 



2. Cooper Cook  3. Carter See 



Boys Senior  In order of running. 



4. Mitchell Woods 



Relay 



    1. Anna Kim      2. Hannah Ridley        3. Lara Tolic      4. Claudia Nguyen      1. Oliver Farr      2. Matthew Campos Peter-   son      3. Sheldon Suarez      4. Marc Anthony Noun   



 



Congratulations to Tamara Buckley, Antonio Caruana, Tiana Petkovski and Mitchell Woods who all competed at the Mackillop Cross Country Championship held on Friday 17th June at Eastern Creek. Special congratulations to Tiana Petkovski who came 2nd in the 8-9 Girls 2000m event and Antonio Caruana who placed sixth in the 11 Years Boys 3000m event. Tiana will represent Mackillop in the NSW All Schools Cross Country on Friday 22nd July. This is an incredible achievement and we wish you all the very best of luck Tiana! Have a relaxing holiday and stay safe! Well done on another successful term of sport.    



Aim for the moon. Even if you miss - you’ll land among the stars! Jenna O’Donnell  “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  
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ly u J / June s y a d Birth



Happy Birthday to the following children who will have a Birthday between 17 June and 17 July 2016



Evan Michaelides



Morris Barton



Eloise Barton



Lia Nikolas



Monica Tarabo



Mia Antuoni



Joseph Gereige



Antonio Caruana



Christian Alvaro



Stephanie Korkotides



Joseph Trovato



Bashir Boulos



Andrew Bouziotis



Daniel Lakiss



Rechelle Nagle



Sienna Ferguson



Lukas Kontrafouris



Cruz Pena



Bailey Tandek



Richard Campanaro



Isabella Chen



Jason Aridag



Bob Boulos



Elizabeth Miller



Kye Saumaitoga



Mariam Awad



Daniel Ivanovski



Shanae Hofman



Lisa Ost



Patti Psiahos



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” P & F News Dear Parents and Caregivers



The Funathon has been run and done for another year raising around $7000! Thank you to all of you who donated money, prizes and time especially the Mums who came and helped on the day. The raffle will be drawn this Friday afternoon.



SCHOOL COOKBOOK REMINDER Please continue to submit recipes on www.createacookbook.com.au as it won't be much of a cookbook if we don't have recipes to include in it.



DIARY DATES



Saturday 6 August - School disco at Club Rivers



Sunday 7 August - Father and Grandfathers afternoon golf and refreshments at Royal Hurstville Golf Course followed by refreshments at “The Masos”



Steve McMahon P & F President Mobile: 0419 770 355 Email: [email protected] “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.”  



Matthew 5:7
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