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D.C. Duck Race Frequently Asked Questions What is the D.C. Duck Race? The Rotary Club of Washington, D.C.’s Second Annual Duck Race is a fun event and festival that will bring the community together in support of local non-profits and organizations on Saturday, May 6, 2017. Members of the community will be able to sponsor numbered, floating toy ducks that will participate in a race on a contained course along the Anacostia River, with funds supporting the Rotary Club and community organizations. In addition to prizes for the winning ducks, participants will enjoy music and other entertainment, food, artists, activities and much more! A schedule of events will be available soon! For more information, be sure you're following us on social media! When is it — and where? The Second Annual D.C. Duck Race is May 6, 2017, at The Yards Park in Southeast Washington, D.C., along the Anacostia River near Nationals ballpark. We recommend taking Metro to the Navy Yard Station on the Green line, New Jersey Avenue exit. The Yards Park is part of the beautiful Capitol Riverfront Business Improvement District area, and the address is 355 Water Street SE, Washington, DC 20003. Is there an admission fee for the D.C. Duck Race and Festival? The D.C. Duck Race and Festival is free and open to the public. We want you to have a fun, family-friendly experience that creates memories for a lifetime! All activities and entertainment are free. To have a rubber ducky participate in the race the cost is $10 (or less when three or more at a time are purchased), and goes to a great cause. Food will also be available for purchase. Are there prizes for winning this race? Yes! The person who sponsors the duck that crosses the finish line first will win a 6-day/5-night vacation in Puerto Plata in the Dominican Republic or Cancun in Mexico, 2 Adults and up to 2 children under the age of 12. There may be a few "special" ducks that could be worth $1 million if one of those limited special ducks win the race. Additional al significant prizes may be awarded to the people who sponsor top-finishing ducks. 







When do those who bought ducks get to know their ducks' numbers? Each purchaser receives a participant number to which their individual duck numbers are tied. However, purchasers do not know their individual duck numbers. It's a blind numbering process for participants to enhance fairness all around. What controls are in place to prevent manipulation of numbers and names? Only two of DC Duck Race team members have access to the full list of participants and only one has access to the individual duck numbers. Further, the numbers will be scrambled prior to the race so that the one person who initially had access to the numbers won't prior to the race. We two members cannot win the race. Any ducks we've purchased have been assigned to other beneficiaries. It's a blind numbering process for participants to enhance fairness all around. Further, the numbers assigned to the $1 Million duck comes in a sealed envelope that cannot be opened until instructed by the insurance company that secures such funds once the race is over. A three-member “court” lead by a Federal Judge will be overseeing the race itself, identifying the first through tenth-place duck across the finish line and organizing the announcement process. This process also will be video-taped. Lastly, and most importantly, members of the duck race team are honest, hard-working, dedicated Rotarians, some for many years, several hold or have held leadership positions. We've modeled our process after thousands of successful races around the world to ensure the same success and fairness. Does this involve real ducks? No! We'll be using environmentally-friendly toy ducks for this event. Are you dumping rubber duckies into the river? Isn't that polluting? The Rotary Club of Washington, D.C. is very environmentally conscious and we're happy to highlight the progress our community has made in cleaning up and revitalizing the Anacostia River! The small toy ducks, made out of a material similar to kayaks, will be placed onto a short race course along the Anacostia River. The race course will be bordered by containment booms and buoys, and the Rotary Club of Washington, D.C. will retrieve and remove the toy ducks from the water at the end of the race. Are there sponsorship opportunities? Yes! This is a fantastic, family-friendly event and we're expecting people from across the region to attend this positive, community-oriented festival and non-profit fundraiser. For more information about sponsorship opportunities, from media to attractions and beyond, see the D.C. Duck Race sponsorship page on our website at www.dcduckrace.org. 



Where do the funds raised go? Funds raised through this event provide annual grants to organizations that enhance the health, education, and welfare of youth! Through our inaugural Duck Race in April 30, 2016, we raised $25,000 to distribute to worthy organizations. Annually, the Rotary Club of Washington, D.C. distributes grants in excess of $160,000 to more than 30 local non-profit organizations, hosts career fairs for local high school students, provides dictionaries to local 3rd graders, and feeds the homeless in the nation's capital. Funds also support international projects through matching grants to fund educational programs, clean water projects, critical medical aid, and the empowerment of people, particularly women, through small business development. The Duck Race and related activities will account for a significant amount of our funding in 2017. I want to volunteer, who do I contact? Thank you for offering to spend some time helping at the D.C. Duck Race! We are looking for amazing people who want to spend time helping with this family friendly event. Please email Jessica Stewart, Logistics and Volunteers Chairperson, at [email protected]. How else can I help? Please help us out by doing the following things: • •



• • 



Sponsor a duck (or 10)! Go to www.crowdrise.com/dcduckrace2017. Tell your friends to sponsor a duck, too! Send all of your friends, co-workers, family members and colleagues the link to sponsor a duck. They do NOT have to be present to win, and they don't have to be from the D.C. area to participate! Be sure to like our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/dcduckrace and ask your friends and family to do that, too. Volunteer! Please contact [email protected]. 
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