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January 2014 Dear Friends in Christ, This week we celebrate Catholic Schools Week. It is an opportunity to acknowledge, appreciate, and support the remarkable ministry of our Catholic schools, whose mission is at the heart of the Church. Like no other ministry of the Church, Catholic schools provide ministry to students for 35+ hours per week, making them the single most effective means that the Church has created for evangelization. In his recent apostolic exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis asserts that, "Catholic schools, which always strive to join their work of education with the explicit proclamation of the Gospel, are a most valuable resource for the evangelization of culture...". Indeed our Catholic schools not only transform those who are its students but, by their witness, the culture itself is changed to conform to the gospel message. I invite all Catholic families to think about the benefits of a Catholic school education for your children. Catholic schools not only present families and the Church a powerful opportunity for evangelization, but they are also effective in their mission of educating the whole person and have been consistent in producing successful graduates for over 150 years – students with higher academic achievement and a greater likelihood of practicing their faith, participating in ministry, being civically engaged, giving generously, performing service, earning higher wages, and considering an ordained or religious vocation. Prayerfully consider the Catholic school nearest you by visiting our diocesan schools website at: Catholicschools4u.org or call our diocesan Office of Catholic Schools at (616) 246-0590. Provisions have been made for all active parishioner families to access your parish school or, if you don't have a parish school, a Catholic school near you at the parishioner rate of tuition. I am grateful to all of you that continue to support our Catholic schools in prayer as well as through your time, talent, and treasure! Sincerely yours in the Lord,



Most Reverend David J. Walkowiak Bishop of Grand Rapids
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