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“Questions of the Heart” Dr. Jim Cecy



Introduction: Psalm 34:8 “O taste and see that the Lord is good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!” Galatians 4:4-5 “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”



Our Text: Galatians 3:1-5 “You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?”



Question of the Heart #1.



The Personal History Question



Galatians 3:1a “You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you…” -- “What has gotten into you people?” Galatians 3:1b “…before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?” The Apostle Paul had preached the story of the cross so graphically that it was as if they were right there seeing it for themselves! Now, their attention was in other places. “I am far within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched, all the navies that were ever built; all the parliaments that ever sat and all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man upon this earth as powerfully as has that one solitary life.” (From “One Solitary Life”) Let’s get personal…



Question of the Heart #2.



The Indwelling Holy Spirit Question



Galatians 3:2 “This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?”’’ The ministry of the H.S. is personal evidence of our salvation and God’s grace. (Jn 14:16-18; Rom 8:9) The Works of the Holy Spirit • He convicts us that we are sinners • He reveals Christ and the gospel of grace to us • He makes us a part of the Universal Church: The Body of Christ • He assures us that we are children of God • He seals us and guarantees that we will be with Christ in Heaven • He intercedes and prays for us • He fills us and empowers us to live holy lives • He gives us the supernatural ability to love one another Let’s get personal…
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• etc.



Question of the Heart #3.



The Suffering Question



Galatians 3:4 “Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain?” “…strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, ‘Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.’” (Acts 14:22) 1 Peter 1:7 “…the proof (i.e. the genuineness) of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ…” “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church” Let’s get personal…



Question of the Heart #4.



The Power of God Question



Galatians 3:5 “So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?” #1. It is Almighty God who, by grace through faith and not works, provides us with the on-going ministry of His indwelling Holy Spirit Galatians 3:5 “So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit…do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?” “provide” = Greek: epichoregeo = “to provide at great expense” At great expense God provided His Holy Spirit as a grace-gift to us. It is, therefore, an insult when we insist on trying to live the Christian life in our own power. #2. It is Almighty God who, by grace through faith and not works, performs His many miracles among us Galatians 3:5 “So then, does He who…works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?” “The times when God showed up.” The Miracle of Our Personal Transformation Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes…” John 1:12-13 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” Galatians 3:5 “So then, does He who…works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?” Paul wants us never to forget that the whole Christian life is supernatural…our salvation and our sanctification. cf. Galatians 2:20-21



Conclusion: The Personal Evidence of the Truth of the Gospel of Grace Personal Evidence #1



The Death of Christ That Impacted Me



Personal Evidence #2



The Spirit of God That Indwells Me



Personal Evidence #3



The Suffering That Matured Me



Personal Evidence #4



The Power of God That Transformed Me
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