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FEBRUARY 2013 COMMACK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH



Th e Mes s eng e r Open Hearts



Open Minds



Open Doors



A Wo rd Fro m O u r Pa s to r Lent: a season of reflection, self-examination, penitence, extravagant living and abstine… Hold on! Wait a minute! Lent is a time of extravagant living? Isn’t it just the opposite? Isn’t Lent supposed to be a time of personal sacrifice and self-denial? Aren’t we supposed to give up something for Lent – like chocolate or beer or sleeping late?



W h a t ’s Inside



Absolutely, but it can also be a time of living extravagantly, of pushing against the limits, of being excessive. As we move through the weeks of Lent we will use the Lectionary readings to explore the ways our faith in God and our commitment to Christ encourage and direct us to live extravagantly, even recklessly.







Birthdays







Community







Upcoming Events







Boy Scouts







Calendar



Join us for Lent and find out what extravagant living is all about. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 13, 2013. We will have a service at noon in the 1789 Chapel and one at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. Each Sunday we will travel with Jesus and the disciples as they move closer to Jerusalem and the events of Holy Week. May the light of Epiphany continue to light your way to God and may the season of Lent be a time for you to respond to God’s prodigal love. Peace, Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe My thanks to everyone who helped make the Thanksgiving/Advent/ Christmas/Epiphany seasons so exceptional. What a wonderful opportunity to worship in the 1789 Chapel which was just repainted and cleaned up by the Trustees. Donna helped us celebrate with all her beautiful bulletins and work in the office and Alex kept things looking nice and welcoming. And of course, the choir kept our voices lifted and our hearts full. The Sunday school brought back sweet memories and kept us focused on the real meaning of all the festivities. Thank you, Penny and Deb and all those who worked with the young people. Most of all, thanks to God for giving us a phenomenal reason to celebrate—Love incarnate!



Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe Pastor



Donna Etergineoso Editor



486 Town Line Road · Commack NY 11725 (631) 499-7310 Office: [email protected] Pastor: [email protected] www.commack-umc.org



FEBRUARY 2013



Prayer Dear God, There is so much fear today. In this global community, what touches any part of the world seems to affect us all. Please set me free from fear so that I can live a life based on your principles and trusting in your promises. Help me to use my influence not to spread more fear but to be a voice that bears witness to your love and the positive quality of life you offer. Give me eyes to see how you provide me with more than enough. AMEN



Bir thdays 7TH 8th 13th 21st 23rd 25th



Barbara Mazzola Betty Carson Norma Adam Joan Svoboda Kathy Muller Arlene Lavoie Jack Adam Carol Wilson



F E B R UA RY



bir thdays



God knew us before we were formed, before there was life. Before we were born, He had a purpose for each one of us, if we place in Him, our hope and trust. So focus on Him especially today and know you are blessed in every way. Happy Birthday to all!



***Please note: If you wish to have your birth date noted, please send an email to the Church office and Donna will forward to me. Thank you, Kathy



Keeping in Touch Greetings to all from Doris and Wesley Nott, native-born early “Commackians” and long time members of our church. They reside in Ocala, Florida Change of address: for former CUMC members Mrs. Janice T. Woods Windgate of Hampden 34 Main Street, Hampden, Ma 01036
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Mrs. Helen Wester Room 17 6619 Kanifu Street Bonnerf Ferry, Idaho 83805



OCTOBER 2011



The Messenger



In Memoriam Over the years, memorials have provided appropriate and meaningful ways of remembering those whose lives have meant so much to us. In the past, memorials honoring loved ones or gifts given in honor of individuals or events have added greatly to the dignity and beauty of our church buildings. They will contribute greatly to the church’s ministry in the future. The Memorial Committee of Commack United Methodist Church welcomes your consideration of these gifts. Each one is gratefully acknowledged and recorded in the Book of Remembrance and is dedicated each fall on the Day of All Saints. The Book of Remembrance is located in the Memorial desk located near the entrance doors. Gifts may be placed in the offering plate during Sunday worship OR sent to: Commack United Methodist Church 486 Town Line Road Commack, NY 11725 Each gift is promptly acknowledged to the donor and appropriate cards sent to the family of the person being remembered. Donors and persons so remembered do not have to be members of the church. Gifts to the Memorial Fund are used for special items and also current expense, if so designated by the donor. Suggestions for special uses are always welcome and are approved by the committee, in consultation, when necessary, with the family, pastor and trustees. Some suggestions are:  Chapel Fund  Building Fund  Social Concerns  Pastor’s Discretionary Fund  Seasonal Church Banners  Chapel Keyboard  Current Expense or  Undesignated for special projects If you have any questions or suggestions, please speak to anyone on the Memorial Committee. All monetary gifts are channeled through the Church Treasurer via mail or offering plate. All donations remain confidential. Memorial Committee:



Kathy Muller, chairperson Martha Lockhart, Lille May Cummings, Norma Adam
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Mark Your Calendar...



St. Patrick’s Day Dinner All you can eat!



Corned Beef & Cabbage with all the trimmings.



Saturday, March 16th at 6:00pm Tickets must be purchased on or before Wednesday, March 14th. If you have any questions please call the church office.



CUMC Thrift Shoppe



COMMUNITY YARD SALE JUNE 8th, 2013 10AM - 3PM Vendors Wanted 10 x 10 Space $20 Refundable Cleanup Fee $25 For more information call Church office 499-7310 Page 4
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COMMUNITY



All women and friends are cordially invited to attend UMW meetings. If transportation is needed, you may contact Deb Hervey or Ginny Eichenauer and arrangements will be made.



The circle meets in the morning of the first Wednesday of the month from 10:30 – 12:00. The next meeting is February 6. All women and their friends are invited to attend this casual meeting.



If you only want company while you knit mittens and hats for our homeless, come along anyway and enjoy the fellowship. I have yarn and patterns, bring your needles and talented fingers. Kathy Muller Page 5



CRAFT WORKSHOP



We will resume our craft workshop on Tuesday, February 26th from 10 am -1 pm in Room 9 located in the Education Building. We will meet every Tuesday until the October fair. Anyone interested in joining us to create items for the fair boutique is welcome. Bring along your bag lunch, beverage and novel ideas!



LYDIA CIRCLE



At our January meeting, we all felt like little kids again cutting out paper snowflakes, laughing at our various endeavors! They were then mailed to help decorate the new school where Sandy Hook students were scheduled to attend. ”It was a way to make the children feel cared for…to create a moment of awe and to help them experience something wonderful on their return to school.”



UMW



The next UMW meeting will be held in the parlor on Thursday, February 14 at 7:30 pm. Kathy Muller will lead the program “Call to Prayer and Self-Denial.” The program will look at the scriptures and at our founder John Wesley’s perspective on financial responsibility and how we can not only help others but also help ourselves in the process. Kathy will also serve as hostess.



FEBRUARY 2013



BOY SCOUT TROOP 125 Scouts Participate in CUMC’s Angel Tree Program The Boy Scouts from Troop 125 also participated in the church’s Angel Tree Program where they provided two gifts for the Christmas holiday. The gifts were purchased and wrapped by the scouts. BOY SCOUTS COLLECT 903 LBS OF PB&J TO HELP FEED HUNGRY Following Hurricane Sandy, Boy Scout Troop 125 held a Peanut Butter and Jelly Drive locally at King Kullen (Commack) and Shoprite (Commack) on December 8th. An impressive 903 lbs. were collected in a matter of six hours, all of which was donated to the Commack United Methodist Church’s Peanut Butter and Jelly Gang. They meet on the first Saturday of every month to make over 1,000 PB&J sandwiches which are delivered to St. Anne’s Church in Brentwood and distributed to the needy on Long Island.



A HOLIDAY IN THE WOODS TO REMEMBER It has been an annual tradition for Commack’s Boy Scout Troop 125 to host Holiday in the Woods, complete with turkeys and hams cooked in garbage cans and traditional Thanksgiving sides and pies cooked by boy scouts. Delayed once due to Hurricane Sandy, cub scouts from Packs 329, 403 and 125 joined in a weekend tradition held this year in mid-December at West Hills County Park in Huntington.



Saturday was full of activities designed to give Webelos (4th and 5th grade scouts) an idea of what Boy Scouting with Troop 125 is all about. Boy scouts planned and executed various activities including first aid, fire building, cooking (zeppoles!), knot tying, constructing a Monkey Bridge and sliding down a zip-line. Page 6



The highlight of the weekend is always the feast cooked by the scouts and leaders of the troop which included their famous garbage can turkeys and hams, stuffing, corn, baked potatoes, salad. It concluded with dessert consisting of various pies baked by the scouts in Dutch ovens. Scout Josh Isaac said, “The highlight of my day was doing skits for the parents and cub scouts and seeing them laugh. We do skits every year but this year we had a whole new arsenal of jokes to dish out to the audiences and they did not disappoint!”



The Messenger



SWEETBRIAR NATURE CENTER BENEFITS FROM EAGLE SCOUT LEADERSHIP PROJECT An Eagle Court of Honor celebrating the achievement of Robert Cella, Boy Scout Troop 125’s 90th Eagle Scout, was held on January 5, 2013 at the Commack United Methodist Church.



Robert earned a total of 28 merit badges, 7 more than needed to reach this scouting rank. He has hiked many trails and seen many cities with the Troop including the Nathan Hale Trail and Greenbelt Trail; Harriman, West Point, Gettysburg, Norwich, Boston and Washington, D.C. Some of his best memories were made during the seven times he attended summer camp. “My experiences in For his Eagle Leadership Service Project, Robert scouting have changed me as a person.” Robert built a 160 ft fence around a sensory garden at the continued,” By exposing me to certain experiences Sweetbriar Nature Center in Smithtown. Addition- in a comfortable setting, surrounded by friends, I ally, he laid down landscaping fabric and mulch to overcame personal fears of climbing rock walls, protect the garden from weeds and help to reduce whitewater rafting and doing things I’d never future maintenance. A total of 270 hours were thought I would do.” logged into the project from the planning stage through its completion by Robert, 11 additional A graduate of Commack High School, Robert is curscouts and 14 adults. rently attending Suffolk Community College and, upon graduating, plans to transfer to a SUNY school and get his MBA in accounting. Robert reflected, “Looking back, I remember my role models in the troop, and hope that over the years I have become a role model for some other scouts. I hope that I have made some impact on the troop, one that will be remembered by the scouts that I call my friends.” The newest Eagle Scout is the son of Sue and Bob Cella, brother of Kimberly and grandson of Rose, all of whom reside in Commack. Robert began scouting in the first grade as a Tiger Scout with Cub Scout Packs 371, 293 and 125 where he went on to earn the Arrow of Light, the only badge earned as a Cub Scout that can be worn on a Boy Scout uniform. He joined Boy Scout Troop 125 in 2005 where he held several leadership positions including patrol leader, assistant patrol leader, scribe and historian. Robert enjoyed “the meetings, the adventurous campouts and the life experiences that just would never have happened had I not been a scout.” He continued, “I have been to plenty of events throughout my years in scouting, watching others grow and change, not really believing that I was changing as well.” Page 7
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Commack Family History



by Church Historian, John Muller



The following are excerpts of an interview by Commack Historian, Robert Saal of Charlie Harned in 2003 Saal: CH:



When did the Harneds come to Commack? They tell me the original house was on New Highway where it meets Vet’s Highway. It was on the right where the pine trees are now. There was my grandmother who ran everything. She was a widow for thirty or forty years. They had a farm over on Florida Ave. That was the other road that ran straight through down the big hill on the other side. But they closed the road and put a factory there (Lilly Tulip). The Harneds had big houses on that road. My grandmother bought the house from the Wicks. She had four children, two of which had TB. She took them out west in a covered wagon all by herself, but they both died in their early twenties while living out in Arizona. She kept a diary the whole time she was out there, even how much money she spent on things. There was one note where she bought a ribbon for her hair for a nickel. Then she came back and raised the other two children, my father, Herbert, and his sister Sadie (Moreland).



Saal: CH:



What is the history of the property in Commack? There were about 82 acres originally. My brother Amos had the half where the mill is. I had the half down the road on the right side. That’s what the town took first to develop. Then they took some land from my brother for the Wood Park Elementary School. After he died they took another piece for the Saw Mill Jr. High School from my daughter-in-law. They wanted to take everything but the historical society stopped them. They still hurt the mill because they took away my back lot (the LILCO trail) where I stored my logs that I was working with, but we managed.



Saal: CH:



What kind of farming did you do? We grew potatoes, cabbage and corn. Back in those days you could make a living doing that. But when this new breed of farmers came along growing potatoes, using tractors they could farm all the land even if it was hilly. That’s why my brother Amos started the saw mill to make more money. My mother had chickens and 3 cows that produced milk. When I went to high school I had a car. There were not too many kids that had a car in high school. The reason I had it was because I had to deliver the
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milk in the mornings and afternoons. We did not have refrigeration in those days so you had to get rid of it quick. Even when I was in high school, I got up at 4:30am and my mother and I would milk the cows. Then we had a separator which removed the cream from the milk. After that I would deliver it and do the same thing again in the afternoon. There were six people that I delivered to in town. One of the families lived in one of the apartments built in the old Stillwellite church. During the years when I was younger, I worked up on Hoyt Farm. They had a fruit farm. Hoyt was a lawyer from the city who had a nervous breakdown. First he raised chickens, then he had a saw mill which my brother bought and started the original one we had. Then he started the orchards, which he was good at. He was very smart. He grew red and white apples on the same tree. He also grew peaches. I was a foreman and used to work there for at least three summers. I used to get three dollars a day seven days a week. That was a lot of money back then. Saal: CH:



Did you use horse and wagons? Yes, we had a farm and grew cabbage. That required a lot of water and we did not have that much. We only had a few wells and cisterns on the farm. I used to have to go down to the stream that was off of Jericho Turnpike just before the Wyandanch Club (Caleb Smith State Park). I would drive the horses into the stream and the water was dammed so it would come up to the bottom of the wagon. It was easy to get the water with the pail to fill the barrels that way. You didn’t have to climb over the side each time. I must have been about 14 or 15 and I would do that by myself. We had a tractor but only did the plowing with that. The rest of the work you still did with a team of horses. I used to deliver the cabbage to the pickle works company called Rothmans. They were over in Northport. I had to drive the truck for that. I guess they let me because they knew I was not just riding around town.



Saal: CH:



Did you used to hunt? When I worked for Hoyt I used to shoot fox and raccoons, any animal. Then skin them and sell the skins. They had a girl come work there named Gerty Bergens. She was a friend of the Hoyt family and she
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used to help me because it was a job to skin them. You’d have to skin them before you could sell them. You had to scrape all the fat off. I could do the rough Saal: work, like cutting and skinning them and then I would CH: hang the skin in the barn. She would come later and scrape them and do all the fine work. She was good. We used to get about twenty to thirty dollars a week and split it in half. She would divide it and then give me an extra dollar. That money helped us out a lot. Down at the farm she got $2.50 and I got $3.00 a day. During the winter we would go out at night with lanterns. The best time was Saturdays and Sundays to shoot the animals. Then when it was time to skin them we would go and work in the cow barn. We would work in front of the cows in the manger because it was warm. We sold the skins to this guy over in Smithtown. Silver or gray foxes got you the most money. We used to hunt mostly up around Hoyt farm, there were plenty of acres up there. There was this one time we shot this fox that we shouldn’t have. It was living in a den near the barns and was raising young ones. Gerty shot it. I yelled, “Gerty, why did you shoot that one? It has babies!” We had to raise them after that and they all lived. Saal: CH:



What school did you attend? My mother went to the one room school house. That was the South School. We still have the bell from it. She was the one who got to ring the bell when the school started. I went to the Commack school that was across from the fire house. That was grade one and two. Then they built the big brick one, the Marion Carll school. When I graduated there were eight boys and three girls in my class. I went on to Northport High School after that and graduated. When I was in high school I pitched on the baseball team. We won the county championship, which was pretty good. That was the only sport my mother let me play after school because there was too much work to be done. She knew how much I loved baseball that she would let me play all day every Sunday during the summer. I got accepted to Princeton University after taking the test but my mother was against it. My father died when I was about ten and my mother needed me here so I couldn’t go. But I passed the test and that was good. In school I took all math and history



classes because I wanted to be an engineer. Who were your school teachers in Commack? Miss Clerk for 1st and 2nd, Miss Hubbs for 3 & 4th and Miss Dolittle for 5th & 6th grade. Thee was also Miss Cavalairy and Miss Johnson. The principal was Miss Lounsberry who also taught 7th and 8th grade. Then she married and became Mrs. Fibbin. She really got us ready for high school with all the math and algebra. She was a good teacher who took a real interest in the students. When we played basketball during lunch she would eat her sandwich real fast and then come and referee the game.



Saal: CH:



You saw Charles Lindbergh fly over Commack? That was right over Johnny Carll’s where he had his airport. I was walking up the road with my bicycle to the Commack elementary school when I heard this noise. Before that my brother and his friends used to go down to the airport to look at the planes. Lindbergh was down there, and Chamberlain, as well as some others. They were all saying that they were going to be the first to fly across the ocean with their planes. That morning I could recognize him as he went over. He was about 500 feet over me and I could read “The Spirit of St. Louis” right on the side of it. There was a Curtis plane following behind with a news guy standing up turning a crank camera in the back seat. It was a misty foggy morning and he could hardly get across the field with all the mud. He was running on all eight when I saw him and was flying low. Johnny Carll, Avian and I would hold the wing for him as he went down the field. Then I would hold on real hard to make the plane turn. Sometimes he would take me with him other times he wouldn’t. Then he brought a Piper Cub which was good and another one that he just let rot in the hangar.
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What’s Happening at CUMC



Friday Night Flick Night Friday Night Flick Night is held in the Fellowship Hall and starts at 7:30pm. Free popcorn and refreshments. Below is the schedule for the first half of 2013. Please join us for a fun family night out.



January 25 February 1 March 1 April 5 May 3 Jun 7



The First Grader Lincoln The Sound of the Spirit The Prince of Egypt New in Town Evan Almighty



Ash Wednesday service February 13, 2012



PG13 PG13 NR (A Christian production company) PG PG PG



St. Patrick’s Dinner



12:00 p.m. in the 1789 Chapel 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary



March 16th



Holy Communion and the opportunity to receive ashes



6pm



Wednesday evening Lenten schedule will be announced.



Cost to be determined



WANTED YARD SALE FOOD TABLE ENTREPENEUR If there are any self starters who are interested in making some money and want to buy, prepare and operate the food table at the Yard Sale, please contact Anne Tammaro. Yard Sale workers, Vendors and Customers will be very appreciative!
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Feb 13, 2013 - Join us for Lent and find out what extravagant living is all about. Lent begins with Ash ... They reside in Ocala, Florida. Change of address: for ... 
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