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Highlights Newsletter of the Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines



January to February 2015



#HACKTARLAC2015: The First-LGU Initiated Hackathon Held The Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines (ULAP), in partnership with the Provincial Government of Tarlac, Department of Budget and Management- Open Data Philippines and Microsoft Philippines, conducted the first LGU-initiated local hackathon on 24-25 January, 2015 at the Provincial Capitol of Tarlac, Tarlac City. The two-day event was held to create a “solution”, through creation of an app that will help the Provincial Government of Tarlac in the following areas: (1) promote their tourism, (2) integrate GIS data and community/user involvement for quick emergency responses and traffic monitoring, (3) make a job seeker find work openings that matches his/ her qualifications with more convenience, (4) help local businesses reach more job seekers, and (5) make the services, information and profile of health facilities and schools in the province accessible and available to public. A total of 12 team of app developers from all over the country attended the said event. A panel of judges from the Provincial Government of Tarlac, ULAP, Open Data PH and Microsoft chose the best app. The five-member panel was composed of Jojo Zapanta of the Provincial Government of Tarlac, Marianne Jimenez of the Community Base Monitoring System (CBMS) program of the Provincial Government of Tarlac, Ivygail Ong of Open Data Philippines, Lea Marasigan of ULAP, and Martin Laureta of Microsoft Philippines.



The Team MH406 won with their web-based application, TGIS- Tarlac Geographic Information System, a web mapping application geared toward tourism promotion. It shows the geographic and relative positions of local interest points to help tourists plan their Tarlac trip. The second place is Team CodeBuddy with their application, myTarlac. With the myTarlac app, users can access offline information about health care providers, employment opportunities, tourism highlights, and hotline numbers in Tarlac. An accompanying web portal is also available for local government units (LGUs), allowing them to edit the information displayed on the app and disseminate SMS alerts to users. Team Kooders were the third place, with their application Job Portal for TPNP. This locally initiated hackathon is part of ULAP’s commitment as representative of LGUs in the PhilippineOpen Government Partnership Steering Committee to help localize and mainstream OGP commitments.
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DEPED’S NEW PROJECT, KARITON KLASRUM, ROLLED OUT IN PILOT SITES “As Pope Francis said, go to the peripheries. This is the aim of Kariton Klasrum,” said DepEd Undersecretary Mario Deriquito in his welcome remarks to the barangay captains and officials during the event. The Department of Education, in partnership with Dynamic Team Company (DTC) and the Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines (ULAP), conducted two events in line with DepEd’s newest program, Kariton Klasrum. DepEd, DTC and ULAP conducted Kariton Klasrum Replication: Meeting with Metro Manila Barangays and DSWD on 20 January 2015 at Bulwagan ng Karunungan, Department of Education National Office, Pasig City. The orientation was conducted with the support of the Liga ng Mga Barangay sa Pilipinas. ULAP Secretary General and LNB National President, Board Member Atty. Edmund Abesamis, and ULAP Executive Director, Czarina MedinaGuce, represented ULAP in the event. Around 50 barangay captains and barangay officials attended the orientation from Quezon City, Pasay City, Caloocan, Pasig City, Muntinlupa City, Paranaque City, Valenzuela, Malabon, Pateros and Marikina City. Also present were barangay coordinators from the Department of Social Welfare and Development- NCR. The plan and their roles in the implementation were presented to the barangay captains and officials. The second part of the event is a breakout session, wherein the



barangay officials and the DepEd planned their next steps in implementing Kariton Klasrum in their communities. Kariton Klasrum is a project of DTC and 2009 CNN Hero of the Year Efren Penaflorida, which aims to reach the children at risk on the streets and provide them with basic education through mobile (pushcarts or kariton) classrooms. The replication of the project is part of DepEd’s “Last Mile Efforts” to address the needs of hard-to-reach learners and out-of-school children and youth (OSCYs). The Kariton Klasrum project aims to provide more children at risk on the streets, OSCYs, and school drop-outs with access to basic education through the Alternative Learning System (ALS), Alternative Delivery Modes (ADM), and Modified In-School, Off-School Approach (MISOSA) programs of DepEd.
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1ST PH-EITI COUNTRY REPORT LAUNCHED He further encouraged the LGUs to strengthen their goal in attaining full fiscal transparency and reforms in governance of extractive industries. He also urged the “national government to work together to pursue the increase of the share of the local governments and speed up the transfer of the amounts allocated to the LGUs from the excise tax”. EITI is a global standard ensuring transparency of revenues from natural resources. It is a multi-stakeholder initiative led by the government, industry and civil society representatives. It provides a platform to systematically report on, review, and assesses what is being paid by companies and received by governments through a system of bilateral disclosures.



Governor Alfonso Umali, Jr., President of the Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines (ULAP) delivered a message as a response during the 1st Philippine Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (PH-EITI) Country Report launched last February 3, 2015 at the Sofitel Hotel, Manila. The PH-EITI report contains financial disclosures of 30 large-scale metallic mining companies and six (6) oil and gas companies for the year 2012, covering a total of Php 52.7 billion in revenue. This also includes the shares of 33 local government units from national wealth coming from extractive industries within their localities. Moreover, taxes, royalties, transportation fees, custom duties, mandatory social expenditures and environmental fees, government shares, and payment to local government units were also part of the report. Representing the local governments, ULAP President Gov. Umali’s message centered on acknowledging the 15 provinces, 16 municipalities, 2 cities and 1 barangay that submitted to the audit and complied for the report.



EITI is one of the nine commitments of the Philippines in its commitments to Open Government Partnership (OGP) 2013-2015 Action Plan. President Noynoy Aquino signed Executive Order 147 on November 26, 2013 creating the PH-EITI Multi-Stakeholder Group (MSG), the governing body for EITI implementation in the country. A Technical Working Group (TWG) was also created to help the MSG in the implementation and completion of the report. ULAP is a member of both the MSG and TWG, representing the local government units. ULAP is also member of the Philippine OGP Steering Committee.



4



Highlights



11th CBMS PHILIPPINES NATIONAL CONFERENCE HELD ULAP National President Governor Alfonso Umali, Jr., attended the annual CBMS Philippines National Conference held on February 2-4, 2015 at the Crowne Plaza Manila Galleria, Ortigas Avenue, Pasig City, as one of the panelists of the discussion on Bottom-up Budgeting (BuB), together with Department of Budget and Management Secretary Florencio Abad and Department of Interior and Local Government Director Anna Liza Bonagua. The conference carries a theme, Transforming Communities through More Responsive National and Local Budgets. The annual CBMS national conference aims to gather partners and stakeholders in the country and discuss current developments and best practices on the implementation and use of the community‐based monitoring system. It features presentations and discussions on the uses of CBMS for grassroots participatory budgeting process (GPBP), localizing the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), disaster risk reduction management (DRRM) and climate change adaptation (CCA), local poverty reduction action planning, local programming and project prioritization, impact‐monitoring, and improving local governance.



Local chief executives (LCEs) and their representatives were invited to present good practices on the implementation and uses of CBMS, specifically used for transparency and accountability in local governance. During the panel on BuB, the discussion dwelled on the challenges and recommendations on the implementation of the BuB in the LGUs. Governor Umali pointed out the capacity of the LGUs, especially 4th to 6th class municipality, in counterparting, the delay of downloading of funds to the LGUs and the menu available. He recommended on the inclusion of the provincial governments in the BuB, specifically in the monitoring and evaluation of the BuB projects in the municipalities, to avoid duplication projects from the national and the local. ULAP is one of the partners of the CBMS Network Office of De La Salle University-Angelo King Institute for Economic and Business Studies in the conduct of this conference.
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ULAP Bridges Partnerships to Local Governments ULAP has conducted a series of project briefing and consultations between January to February, 2015 with the Local Chief Executives for the on-going projects of ULAP in partnership with different Provincial Governments. Capacity-Building for Evidence-Informed Policy Making ULAP is partnering with the Ateneo de Manila University Department of Political Science, with support from the International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications (INASP), for a capacity-building project for evidence-informed policy making (EIPM) in local governments. The project is an off-shoot of an earlier research partnership between ULAP and Ateneo which explored the relationship of EIPM and winnability of mayors in local elections (Report can be downloaded in the ULAP website.). The current project translates the research findings into trainings for executive and legislative officials of local governments to incorporate EIPM in education policy making. Project briefing for the INASP EIPM project was conducted with Gov. Sharee Ann Tan (Western Samar) on January 20 and Gov. Ruth Padilla (Nueva Vizcaya) on January 21. Western Samar and Nueva Vizcaya are the two target sites of the INASP EIPM project. The first set of training workshops on EIPM for the two provinces is set to be conducted in March 2015.



Migration and Governance ULAP also conducted separate project consultations and orientations during the first two weeks of February with the provinces included in the two on-going migration projects, the Joint Migration and Development Initiative (SUMMID CALABARZON); and the scaling up initiative of the Pinoy WISE (Worldwide Initiative on Investment, Savings, and Entrepreneurship). JMDI (SUMMID CALABARZON) aims to strengthen, upscale and mainstream migration and development in the local level through inclusive and sustainable programs that will minimize social cost and maximize gains of overseas migration. This project is funded by the European Union and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation with the United Nations Development Programme. The project is currently implemented in the five (5) provinces of CALABARZON in partnership with Committee on NEDA Region 4A, and Atikha, Inc., Commission on Filipino Overseas (CFO), Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines (ULAP) and Local Government Academy (LGA). Consultations on the progress and implementation of JMDI were conducted with Batangas Gov. Vilma Santos-Recto on February 2 and Laguna Gov. Ramil Hernandez on February 9, and Rizal Gov. Rebecca Ynares on February 12.
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Meanwhile, PinoyWISE focuses on scaling up initiatives to mobilizing migrant resources towards agriculture development. This is in partnership with Atikha Overseas Workers And Communities Initiative Inc with a grant support from the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). The project will run for two years with the implementation commencing on January 2015 to December 2016.



The first set of orientations on the implementation of PinoyWISE was conducted with Tarlac Gov. Victor Yap on January 25, Batangas Gov. Vilma Santos-Recto on February 2, Oriental Mindoro Gov. Alfonso Umali , Jr. on February 7, and Laguna Gov. Ramil Hernandez on February 9. Orientations will also be conducted in the other PinoyWISE project partners, namely, Ifugao, Agusan del Sur and Misamis Oriental.



ULAP, Atikha, and IFAD first partnered in 2012 for the initial run of PinoyWISE in selected provinces. The localities were trained to ready services and investment opportunities for linkage to migrants abroad, to complete what the project calls the “migration corridor”. For the gains of the pilot implementation, Atikha received a global best practice citation from the World Bank and IFAD.



ULAP, along with Atikha, also conducted the first MultiStakeholder Orientation with the Provincial Government of Tarlac last February 11. The MSG Orientation was attended by the different offices of the Provincial Govenment, regional government agencies, migrant organizations and civil society organizations in Tarlac.
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STATEMENT ON UPHOLDING TRUTH AND ACCOUNTABILITY ON THE MAMASAPANO INCIDENT, AND THE PEACE PROCESS 09 February 2015



The tragedy that occurred on January 25, 2015 in Mamasapano shall be remembered with the great loss, as we lost 44 of our Special Action Forces to armed groups associated with the internationally-wanted terrorists, Zulkifli bin Hir or Marwan, and Abdul Basit Usman. The country mourned and cried for justice, which was immediately followed by several truth-finding efforts from various government institutions. President Benigno S. Aquino III has announced that he has accepted the resignation of suspended Philippine National Police Chief Alan Purisima on February 6. And the inquiry continues. We follow these developments with great interest to hold accountable those whose actions caused much loss of lives. In effect, the Mamasapano incident placed doubt in the Bangsamoro Peace Process. There are those who question the trustworthiness of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front in the negotiation, and the capacity of the government to truly usher in peace in the Bangsamoro areas. But whatever talks that will intensively happen must occur within the context of the continuing negotiation, and not through armed action which some heartlessly call out for.



War breeds more reasons for war. The path for peace which we seek has become narrower, but this should compel us to travel it with much more rigor. We in the local governments, as agents of peace in the frontlines and on the ground, strongly reject any call and action for further violence. There are some who call for the impeachment of the President, but such an action brings forth further doubt and discord in the country, at the last stretch of the President’s term. This will only cause attention to be led away from institutionalizing and sustaining the gains in reforms and accountability. We reject the propaganda that feeds on our people’s shared sense of loss, and turns it to a divisive force. We in the local governments support the President in the great and arduous path towards good governance and accountability in our government institutions. We support the current efforts to know the truth behind the Mamasapano incident. And as ever, committed to achieving development and progress, we in the local governments are in unity with the national government for lasting peace and reform.



Signed by the Officers of the Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines (ULAP) National Executive Board: ULAP President ULAP Chairman ULAP Vice-Chairman ULAP Executive Vice President ULAP 2nd Vice President ULAP 3rd Vice President ULAP Secretary-General ULAP Assistant Secretary-General ULAP Treasurer ULAP Assistant Treasurer ULAP Auditor ULAP Assistant Auditor ULAP PRO ULAP Assistant PRO ULAP Liaison Officer ULAP Chairman for Advocacy and Policy ULAP Chairperson for Gender and Development



Gov. Alfonso Umali, Jr. Gov. Arthur Defensor Sr. Mayor Leonardo “Sandy” Javier Mayor Herbert Bautista Vice Governor Leonides Fausto Mayor Oscar Moreno Board Member Atty. Edmund Abesamis Councilor Kirk Asis Vice Governor Humerlito Dolor Councilor Raquel Malañgen Mayor Abraham “Jess” Burahan Board Member Myrna Romarate Councilor Maybelyn Dela Cruz-Fernandez Board Member John Patrick Agustin Vice Mayor Ronald Allan Nalupta Councilor Marlon Paulo Alejandrino



National President, LPP National Chairman, LPP National President, LMP National President, LCP National President, LVGP National Chairman, LCP National President, LnB National President, NMYL National Chairperson, VGLP Executive Vice President, 4L Secretary-General, LMP National President, PBMLP National President, PCL Executive Vice President, LnB Executive Vice President, VMLP Executive Vice-President, NMYL



Councilor Alma Moreno



National Chairperson, PCL



-end of statement-



ULAP CONTACT DETAILS UNION OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES OF THE PHILIPPINES, Inc.



“Uniting for Local Autonomy, Converging National and Local Growth” Office Address



28/F Unit 2803 Summit One Tower, 530 Shaw Boulevard, Mandaluyong City Philippines



Telephone



(63-2) 718-1812, (63-2) 717-1810, (63-2) 534-6787



Telefax



(63-2) 534-6789



Email Address



[email protected]



Website



www.ulap.net.ph



Facebook Page



www.facebook.com/ulap.org.ph
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