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Molly D. Anderson William R. Kenan Jr. Professor of Food Studies & Academic Director, Food Studies Program [email protected] 202 Robert A. Jones Center Middlebury, VT 05753 802.443.3644



May 24, 2017 Dear Alumni College “Students”: I am so pleased that you have selected the course on 2017 Food Politics at Bread Loaf this August. While some people believe that policy is dry and boring, that’s not so: recent events in the United States have shown us that policies can elicit fiery emotions and reflect deep-seated beliefs and values. And you don’t need to be a card-carrying Bernie supporter to realize that some of Trump’s policies, and his new budget proposal, spell trouble for agriculture and his political base. The deportation of undocumented farmworkers in particular is creating problems for Vermont farmers, since our dairy industry (which is responsible for those bucolic pastures, as well as the occasional stinky days in Middlebury) depends so heavily on undocumented workers. VT Senator Leahy (along with 4 other senators) has introduced a bill to allow farmworkers who have been in the United States for at least 100 days during the past two years to get “blue cards” that would legitimize their presence in the country, and allow an eventual path to full citizenship. This has a long way to go, to achieve bipartisan support, but it’s indicative of the intractable problems in current immigration policy. I haven’t taught a whole course on policy before, but I incorporate it in each of my courses at Middlebury on topics such as hunger, food power and justice, and agroecology (a scientific approach to agriculture that minimizes purchased pesticides and fertilizer and maximizes environmental benefits). I’m looking forward to talking about policy with students from diverse backgrounds who see the ways policy affects people’s lives every day. We’ll have a small amount of lecture but lots of discussion; reading (with suggestions of how to dig deeper, if a topic interests you especially); films; and a field trip to see some of the innovative practices that policies have enabled in Vermont. During the course, we will start with an introduction to food systems and how the United States food system falls short of meeting public health and environmental goals. These are the places that policy reform is most needed, from the public interest perspective. Then we’ll move into specific policy areas, such as labor, environmental impacts of agriculture, climate change connections with agriculture, and food security. We’ll draw from a Northeastern guide to food policy, prepared by the Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group, short articles from the Internet, and two books: Christopher Bosso’s Framing the Farm Bill: Interests, Ideology, and the Agricultural Act of 2014 (2017) and Parke Wilde’s Food Policy in the United States (2013). Two blogs that you might want to check in advance are Parke Wilde’s informative U.S. Food Policy (http://usfoodpolicy.blogspot.com) and Marion Nestle’s salty Food Politics (http://www.foodpolitics.com).



Before class begins, please get ready to dip into food policy by doing the following: 1) Read the article published this past February in Seven Days, “Fear on the Farm” (https://www.sevendaysvt.com/vermont/fear-on-the-farm-trumps-immigration-crackdownthreatens-vermonts-dairy-industry/Content?oid=4031604). 2) Subscribe to the news service Civil Eats at http://civileats.com/subscribe/ for $25 (although you can read articles for free) and start reading articles that look interesting. 3) As you scan the news, pay attention to what happens to Trump’s proposed cuts to federal food assistance (SNAP, WIC and School Food especially, which are among the largest programs) and the progress of Farm Bill negotiations. I look forward to seeing you in August! Please let me know ([email protected]) if there are particular areas of policy that you’d like to explore, so I can be sure to allow these areas plenty of time. Sincerely,



Molly D. Anderson
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