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BELOW  YOU  WILL  FIND  THE  CORRECT  ORDER  FOR  THE   PARAGRAPHS  ABOUT  THE  MAURYAN  EMPIRE  



*Place  Section  Header  Here*  Before  the  Empire       For  centuries  after  Aryans  settled  into  India,  the  region  was  divided  into  smaller  states.     Each  had  its  own  rulers  and  had  no  central  government.    Then,  in  300s  BC,  a  foreign   conqueror,  Alexander  the  Great,  took  over  part  of  northwestern  India.             His  armies  soon  left,  but  his  influence  continued  to  affect  Indian  society.    Inspired  by   Alexander’s  example,  a  strong  leader  soon  united  India  for  the  first  time.           *Place  Section  Header  Here*  Mauryan  Empire  Unifies  India       In  the  320s  BCE  a  military  leader  named  Candragupta  Maurya  seized  control  of  the  entire   northern  part  of  India.    By  doing  so,  he  founded  the  Mauryan  Empire.    Mauryan  rule  lasted   about  150  years.           Candragupta  Maurya  ruled  his  empire  with  the  help  of  a  complex  government.    It  included  a   network  of  spies  and  a  huge  army  of  some  600,000  soldiers.    The  army  also  had  thousands   of  war  elephants  and  thousands  of  chariots.    In  return  for  protection,  farmers  paid  a  heavy   tax  to  the  government.           In  301  BCE  Candragupta  decided  to  become  a  Jainist  monk.    To  do  so,  he  had  to  give  up  his   throne.    He  passed  the  throne  to  his  son,  who  continued  to  expand  the  empire.    Before  long,   the  Mauryas  ruled  all  of  northern  India  and  much  of  central  India  as  well.           *Place  Section  Header  Here*  Height  of  the  Empire       Around  270  BCE  Candragupta’s  grandson  Asoka  became  king.    Asoka  was  the  strongest  of   all  the  Mauryan  emperors.    He  extended  Mauryan  rule  over  most  of  India.    In  conquering   other  kingdoms,  Asoka  made  his  own  empire  both  stronger  and  richer.           For  many  years,  Asoka  watched  his  armies  fight  bloody  battles  against  other  peoples.    A  few   years  into  his  rule,  however,  he  converted  to  Buddhism.    When  he  did,  he  swore  that  he   would  not  launch  any  more  wars  of  conquest.          



After  converting  to  Buddhism,  Asoka  had  the  time  and  resources  to  improve  the  lives  of  his   people.    He  had  wells  dug  and  roads  built  throughout  the  empire.    Along  these  roads,   workers  planted  shade  trees  and  built  rest  houses  for  travelers.    He  also  encouraged  the   spread  of  Buddhism  in  India  and  the  rest  of  Asia.           *Place  Section  Header  Here*  Collapse  of  the  Mauryan  Empire       Asoka  died  in  233  BCE,  and  the  empire  began  to  fall  apart  soon  afterward.    His  sons  fought   each  other  for  power,  and  invaders  threatened  the  empire.    In  184  BCE  the  last  Mauryan   king  was  killed  by  one  of  his  own  generals.    India  divided  into  smaller  states  once  again.      
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