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Commack United Methodist Church 486 Townline Road Commack, NY 11725-2026 - 631.499.7310



Web Site: http://www.commack-umc.org [email protected] Emails: [email protected]



CELEBRATING 225 YEARS OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN COMMACK 1783-2008 Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe, Pastor 631.499.4770 Carolyn Gehlbach, Editor OCTOBER 2008



Open Hearts



Open Minds



A Word from the Pastor I usually don’t pray for nice weather. I figure God has more important things to be concerned about then good weather for my convenience. But I have to admit, this morning I did include a plea for no rain on Saturday. As I write, it is several days before our festivities for the 225th anniversary of Commack UMC and I find I’m wanting to go to weather websites every few hours for an update. I do so wish for a nice day on Saturday. However, I know that whatever the weather, we’ll have a great day. And I’m very excited about the worship services on Sunday. The whole weekend will be a wonderful opportunity to join with the community in celebration and joy as we thank God for this ministry that we do in the name of Jesus Christ. Even now, days before the events, I am amazed at the hard work and dedication that has gone into making it happen. People have been working so intensely to make this time just as special as it can be. The church buildings have been



Open Doors



cleaned and organized, the grounds carefully tended and cared for, the plans meticulously made and checked, everything carefully put into place. On September 13th there were over 48 people here working under the direction of the Trustees and Dagmar Mackay and Lille Cummings. Members of both Commack UMC and Long Island Korean UMC spent hours in and outside the church buildings. Lille and Dagmar have spent countless hours in the past few weeks beautifying the church grounds. Ginny Eichenauer and the Council on Ministry have opened up the entire church to the community with their plans for Saturday’s festival. Marge Wright has recruited many to help with preparing the worship services for Sunday. I would be confident in saying that everyone, everyone, has done something to help make it all come together, including the many prayers for discernment, guidance, strength, wisdom, patience and hope that have gone into this celebration. By the time you read this, the weekend will have come and gone. But right now my prayer is that everyone will get a wonderful sense of satisfaction, fun and joy from the weekend. Most of all, I pray that all that we do and say will give glory to God and be pleasing to the Holy One. Rain or shine, may this Anniversary Celebration be a blessing for all! Peace, Lynda 1



grandson Dear Friends of the Commack United Methodist Church:



is a physician in residence in a NY City Hospital; his sister is a senior at the University of Pennsylvania; our daughter’s eldest son is a sophomore at the College of William & Mary, and her twin sons are sophomores in High School. Long Island has changed tremendously in the last sixty-three years. The Commack congregation, which met in the old historic building, had, if my geriatric memory is accurate, all of 37 members! Church activities other than Sunday evening worship (wedding receptions, etc. were held in the fire house. As an indication of the effect of the “tidal wave” of population which swept east on Long Island after the end of World War !!, I recall speaking at the graduation of the Commack School (the only one) in 1945. The graduating class consisted of six eight graders who were bused to Northport for High School. When we returned to Long Island in 1966, to serve as Pastor in Huntington, there were two High Schools in Commack! What a change in 21 years. After leaving Commack & East Northport, We spent 5 years in West Hartford, CT, leading a former Swedish language congregation through the transition to become a neighborhood church; 7 years in Albany & 3 in Glens Falls, New York; 6 years in New Haven, Ct where I also taught part time at Yale Divinity School; 7 years in Huntington, Long Island; 5 years as Connecticut West District Superintendent under Bishop W. Ralph Ward (my term cut short by a nearfatal heart attack); 1 year on disability and 4 years completing the uniting of Roslyn Heights and Searingtown United Methodist Churches. After forty years in pastoral ministry, we retired in 1993, because of my heart condition and Mrs. Viets. teaching public school for 22 years. We became the first residents of Asbury Ridge in Shelton, CT, & have spent the years in retirement, so long as health allowed, in various volunteer activities (notably working with Recording for the Blinds and Dyslexic, & at Griffin Hospital) as well as serving four shortterm interim pastorates & enjoying extensive travel, both here and abroad. Mrs. Viests has survived cancer but is now in the Bishop Wicke Health Center with Alzheimer’s, and I have my sixth Cardiac Pacemaker. I welcome the opportunity to thank the Commack Church for helping to launch what has been



I want to thank you for sending me the notice of the schedule of activities for the 225th Anniversary event of the Church. As the oldest living former pastor of the Congregation, I would like to participate in this observance, but, since I am in my 99th year with congestive heart failure and my wife suffering from Alzheimer’s, it will be impossible for me to get to Long Island. I do welcome the opportunity, however, to send my greetings to the congregation and hope that this letter of some of the early history will be shared. During the last years of World War 11, I served both the East Northport and Commack Methodist Churches. First as student pastor (the only one either church has ever had), commuting week-ends from New Haven, CT, and then staying on for 1 ½ years after that, and also served as one of the four chaplains at Pilgrim State Hospital before moving on in September of 1945. Probably very few, if any, members would remember me. While still a student, inasmuch as there was severe gasoline rationing, I commuted by train. It was quite an adventure, often, I would be the only civilian on the last train out of Grand Central on a Sunday evening, as all the armed service personnel coming off leave would be heading back to New London, Providence and Boston in order to get to their posts on time. I never had a seat, and, once, spent the trip to New Haven on the platform between cars! I have always been grateful to the folk in Commack and East Northport for putting up with this callow student & launching me on what has been a most rewarding, satisfying career in the service of the Lord. I recall, gratefully, the warm welcome extended to the bride I brought with me in 1944, with whom I have spent 64 years, and we have raised four children and gloried in the lives of five grand-children. Our eldest son is a Federal Civil Servant in Washington and a retired Lt. Colonel in the Army reserve; our second son a senior partner in a NYCity law firm; our third son, a corporate executive in “Silicon Valley”, California, and our daughter & her Ph.D. husband are in communications research with spin-offs of the former Bell Labs. Our eldest
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a wonderful career. I have watched the progress of Annual Charge Conference Tuesday, October 28, 2008 7:30 p.m. Please join us for this annual meeting of the church as we review the past year and look to the future. There will be election of Trustees and the Pastor’s compensation for 2009 will be set. Come and celebrate the Spirit that makes us Commack United Methodist Church.



your fellowship through the years and delight to see, according to last year’s Journal, that our 37 members have increased to nearly 800, plus a significant number in the Korean Congregation. It is gratifying to have been a small part of that ministry through the years. Be assured of my best wishes and prayers both for this happy celebration and for the continuation of your fine witness for our Master. “Seeing we are surrounded by so great a crown of witnesses, let me run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.”



COLLECTION FOR TROOPS IN IRAQ Kenneth Voigt, Assistant Scoutmaster’s two Sons are serving in Iraq and in desperate need of supplies: [coffee, toothpaste, soap, shaving cream, any non parishables]. Please leave any donations on the stage in the Fellowship Hall. The Battalion is not expecting supplies for 6-8 months, and are relying on donations. Questions: call Tracy Donovan or Penny White.



CORDIALLY AND FRATERNALLY YOURS



Wallace T. Viets Served as Pastor 1944-1945 Commack, East Northport ________________________________ Our Anniversary weekend is over and it was a wonderful celebration. So many people put in so much work to make it all happen and I am grateful. I’d also like to thank the staff of Commack UMC who did so much extra work to contribute to the success of the weekend. Dotty Arola filled the sanctuary with music and worked with her colleague of the Long Island Korean UMC to lead the choirs in singing praise to God. Carolyn Gehlbach put in many extra hours in the church office and did produce an amazing amount of work. And our Sexton, Alex Alvarado kept everything clean and bright. It is a joy to be part of such a great team. Dotty, Carolyn, Alex –



__________________________________________



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS Carlos Manjares Cassandra Manjares Judy Sullivan José Mendoza Mary Kopf Donna Mills Chris Litrel Dorothy Shattuck Consider special people who love you, and who care, And others who have enriched your life. Just by being there! Happy Birthday NOTE: if you don't see your birthday listed, please let me know. The church does not keep a record of your birth. Some time ago, I polled our congregation and requested their birth months for this greetings list. Thank you, Kathy Muller



Thank You! ~Rev. Lynda __________________________________ World Communion Sunday, October 5, 2008, 9:00 a.m. As we worship and partake in Holy Communion, we remember and give thanks for Christians around the world who share the same joy and hope in Christ that we do. A special offering will be taken to provide scholarships for U.S. (racial- and ethnicminority) and international students. ________________________________ Sunday, October 26th is Laity Sunday! Come, worship and celebrate with us at 9:00 am __________________________________



________________________________________



MEDITATION …But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40:31



Spirits stretch instead of break, thanks to the gift of resiliency, for they offer fresh responses to life’s inevitable surprises. _____________________________________ 3



HOSPICE VOLUNTEER PROGRAM Hospice Volunteers are a special gift to those overwhelmed with the responsibility of caring for someone who is terminally ill. They assist families making a difficult situation bearable by providing companionship and respite. Visiting Nurse Service and Hospice of Suffolk is offering our community a Volunteer Training Program. The program will run every Tuesday and Thursday evening for three weeks from 7:00 – 9:00 PM. They start October 7 and conclude on October 23, 2008. The classes will be held at the Visiting Nurse Service and Hospice of Suffolk office at 505 Main Street, Northport. Preregistration is required. For more information please call 631.930.9317 Pat Quigley, Volunteer Coordinator.



th



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11 ANNUAL FALL HARVEST FAIR 10 am - 3 pm Our set up dates for the fair are Thursday, October 9th & Friday, October 10th , 7-9 pm Margie Z. will soon be calling for donation of homemade cakes, pies and cookies. Patti S. is requesting card tables to be used for the Country Kitchen and donations of various prepared and fresh foods. Please mark your donations for the “White Elephant” table [see Penny White or Harriet Neuberth] and remember the date with your donations of home-crafted goodies and presence. Clean-up will commence at 3 pm, Saturday. However, the Boutique may remain up until after Sunday Service. Thanks to all who have and plan TO volunteer their services and donations.



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN



The October 9th program “Icing on the Cake” will be led by Betty Carson.



John Muller



The goal for this program is…’ that in this hurried world, there are times when we need to stop and remember who we are, whose we are and why we do what we do for the United Methodist Women.’



I wish to Thank everyone for their concern and all the prayers and cards I have received. I am very lucky to have such a wonderful Church Family. Eileen Waidlich _______________________________ Also a note of thanks from Phyllis Faber.



Suggestions for Christmas gifts for our adopted Appalachian family will be distributed at this meeting. Kathy Muller is hostess for the evening.



“I wish to thank all who sent cards, prayer for me, called me and wisited me during this last medical situation. We have a wonderful caring congregation and I feel truly blessed to be a part of it. I also wish to thank those who visited Carl. I know he enjoyed the visits. We also wish to thank Reverend Carrington for his visits to Carl even in Stony Brook Hospital, which is a difficult place to visit. We both thank you all.” God Bless Fondly Phyllis Faber



Special UMW dates: October 4th, 9-12: LI East District Fall Meeting @ Centerport UMC October 25th , 9-3: NY Conference UMW Annual Meeting @ Bible UMC, Carlls Straight Path, Dix Hills, NY. Keynote Speaker: Garlinda Burton Since this is our district, the LIE District UMW’s are the hostesses. Registration forms on UMW bulletin board , due by September 25. Registration $15 per person, workshop choices on the registration form. Bring your own lunch. Please notify Nancy Gamby, president and we can carpool to both.



Please send cards & good wishes to Phyllis at her new address: c/o Paul Faber, 645 Terrace Cove Way, Orlando Florida, 32828-9064 Carl Faber’s address remains the same; 100 Patriots Way, Stony Brook NY 11790-3318 4



add your name to the fall schedule. Committee Chairpersons and Church Leaders



_____________________________________



Paula and John Titolo Invite the Congregation to the Christening of Christopher Giovanni Titolo on Sunday, October 19th. Please join us at the service & the Coffee Hour Celebration following worship in the Fellowship Hall



As Rev. Lynda & Carolyn are still relatively new in the church office, we could use your help in coordinating events & responsibilities. Here are few ways you can help make things flow more smoothly. ™



Please make sure all meetings and events are on the master calendar. Even if it’s a regular meeting, don’t assume it’s already on the calendar. And if you need to change a meeting please check the calendar and touch base with the pastor. Even if I can’t attend, it is good for me to know when groups are meeting.



™



If you leave a note for Carolyn or Rev. Lynda please put your name on it so we know who to be in touch with if we have questions or need clarification.



™



It is an enormous help to receive reports, articles and announcements by email. If you’re online, help us out by sending the information either in the body of the email or as an attachment. It’s appreciated!



™



Carolyn’s hours are Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 2:00 pm. If she is in other parts of the building, leave a message on the answering machine and she’ll get back to you as soon as possible.



Born: June 27, 2008 at Saint Catherine’s 7 lbs 11oz 20" long __________________________________ A HAPPENING!



A special treat is planned for NOVEMBER 1st! Mark your calendar now - "Not To Miss"! Tom and Angela Stallone will be delighting us with their music.. Tom combines "a voice of unusual range and color with a great stage presence which has captivated audiences around the globe, often performing as well on the Holland America Cruise Line when time allows". Angela, his wife, lead soprano as part of the Worship Team at Huntington Baptist Church, is the perfect singing partner, as well as a soloist. You will have a wonderful evening. Keep the date open & ready for a lovely time - and beautiful music! November lst 7PM - Saturday Evening Tickets - $10..... Fellowship Hall - Refreshments will be served Also remember our Annual Christmas Caroling on Saturday, December 13. Mark your calendar now. The Happening Committee Pat, Karen, Mike, Margie and Lisa ________________________________ THRIFT SHOPPE The Thrift Shoppe will be open every Tuesday & Friday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Also the first and third Saturday monthly from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. We can always use new volunteers, even for an hour or two. Please call Marge Wright to Thanks Anne Tammaro and Patti Spory



™ The best place to reach Rev. Lynda is the church (499.7310). If you call and no one is in, leave a message at the church. If you have an urgent need to reach me, also call the parsonage and leave a message at (499.4770). I use email very regularly (except on my day off which is Friday). My email address is [email protected]. ™



For chairpersons who are facilitating meetings: if possible, please touch base with me in the day or two before the meeting. It is helpful for me to know what is on the agenda and let you know if I have anything to add. I hope this helps you in your work for the church. And thank you for making our job a little easier. We appreciate it! ~~~Rev. Lynda
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ROLLS THE MESSENGER OCTOBER 2008 We are currently updating our membership records and are missing addresses for the following people. If you can help us with addresses, please contact the church office. 499.7310 [email protected] Members with unknown current addresses Kenneth Ahrens Elaine Alese Morag Alexander Theodore Anderson III Kurt Anderson Donna Baxter Grant Belton Mr Mrs Grant Belton Mr Mrs Francis Bittner Joanne Bittner Debra Bivans William Bivans Suzanne Bonett Frieda Boyd Kurt Walker Brasor Richard Brown Diane Q. Brush Donna Burns Lorraine Ledda Buffalino Heidi Bybel Jeff Cameron Mr Mrs Stewart Charaton Anthony Clinco James Clisset Joseph Collen Dawn Daidola Mr Mrs Joseph Daidola Carol Daugherty Suzanne Delaney Charles Devenney Janet Downing Deborah Dowling Daryl Dowling Lori Dunikowski Robert Edwards James Edwards



Lewis Edwards Lorna McKinnon Ekkens Laurie Evaschuck Diane Truscello Ferguson Robert Forstner Edward Forstner Mr Mrs Forstner Jill French Kent Gardiner Gail Brown Giampino Deborah Glaser Edward Greco Danny Haggerty Michael Haggerty Patrick Haggerty Timothy Haggerty Jill Hren Kerri Hren Anna Hallstein Janet Horsburgh Loch Horsburgh Kathleen Horsburgh Loretta Culkin Knott Katherine Kroog Linda Kulla Edna Kulla Janet Krivanek Margaret Ledda Gerard Mach Edward Mach Robert Maloney James Mastro Jan Meckalange(now Oakland?) Sydney Oakland Robin Ledda Murray
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Melissa Murphy Nappi Bethany Bearce Moor Kenneth Nugent Mr Mrs Alden Nurge Carolyn Finn O'Connor Scott Olds Robert Ott Alison Orm Phillip Peletier Steven Pelletier Christine Potavin Patricia Quintana Carmin Ribaudo Terry Ribaudo Robert Russell Mr/Mrs Paul Sarriyaroglou Craig Schortzman Sally Cox Savatori Leslie Scott Jeffrey Scott Carol Smith Susan Smith Elizabeth Smith Roderick Schultz Wendy Schwertner Janet Stackowitz Frances Szinn Robin Taylor John Truscello Sharon Bearce Turissini Alicia Waymeier Allison Waymeier Judith Wirenius
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