









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













MT. ZION UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 1415 South Main Street • P. O. Box 1298 China Grove, NC 28023-1298 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED DATED MATERIAL



Mt. Zion



United Church of Christ



MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | NOVEMBER 2017



ACTIVITIES CHANGE FAST! REMEMBER TO WATCH BULLETINS FOR UPDATES! From the Pastor: From right about now until the end of the calendar year, time begins to speed up and sadly Thanksgiving-Advent-Christmas all seem to run together. We capture this reality by combining the coming six weeks with the title “Holiday Season,” when in truth we are living three holyday seasons. The Season of Thanksgiving is not based on our giving thanks to local stores for “Black Friday.” We need to remember as a people of faith the men and women of faith who sailed on the good ship Mayflower. Our United Church of Christ roots include the Pilgrims within our Congregational history. We go all the way back to Scrooby Manor in England where Elder William Brewster helped gather a Bible based, Spirit filled, congregation lead, religious freedom seeking community who became known as Pilgrims. Their vision of a city of God high on a hill for all to live by its light inspired their journey and their gathering in a spirit of Thanksgiving. We thank God for his many blessings; and praise God from whom all blessings flow. This year the Season of Advent begins on December 3, and with lighting of a candle God’s people begin their journey from darkness to light. The season of Advent is one of expectation as God’s people remember the promises of their God with faithful waiting. Hope, Peace, Love, Joy are our guideposts along the way. We need to curb our desire to rush through the four Sundays of Advent and welcome our God given sabbath rest and pause. The more we try to hurry through Advent days the more we will miss what God has planned for God’s people. Advent stories about
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Old Testament prophets, an old woman near Jerusalem and a young girl in Nazareth, a carpenter with roots in Bethlehem and shepherds watching over their flocks are ours for a reason - and the reason is the Season of Advent. Enjoy the journey and keep your eyes on the star and your ears open to choirs of angels. I am going to pause and rest now and save the Season of Christmas for our December Newsletter. I hope you begin to see the God thread woven through the Seasons of Thanksgiving and Advent - the thread of journey. We are a Pilgrim people on our journey from darkness to light. We journey with hope, peace, love and joy, and along our way we pause to give God thanks. Do not rush these Thanksgiving and Advent days. Enjoy them for they are a gift from God.



Faithfully, Mark



Mt. Zion United Church of Christ CALENDAR NOVEMBER:



Monday Activities at Mt. Zion UCC 6:30-8:00pm • Boy Scouts (Scout Building) 6:30-8:00pm • Cub Scouts (Church Hut) 6:30-9:00pm • Bibles & Basketball (New Building) Tuesday Activities at Mt. Zion UCC 6:30-7:30pm • Zumba Class (in New Building) Wednesday Activities at Mt. Zion UCC 6:15pm • Handbell Choir Rehearsal 7:15pm • Chancel Choir Rehearsal



Sunday 19 Annual Congregational Meeting after worship / Fruit Offerings Youth deliver fruit bags after worship 5:00 PM - Thanksgiving Dinner and Auction for Main Street Mission Food Pantry Tuesday 21 Preschool Thanksgiving Feast in new Building Wednesday 22 Church Office Closed Thursday 23 Church Office Closed - Happy Thanksgiving 11:00-3:00 PM - Hunter/Corriher Family in New Building Friday 24 Church Office Closed Sunday 26 Youth Christmas Card Delivery Service Begins Tuesday 28 Giving Tuesday



DECEMBER:



Saturday 2 11:00-1:30 PM - Singles Luncheon New Building/Parlor Sunday 3 Hanging of the Greens during worship Please Note Monday 4 11:00 AM - Dorcas Circle meets in Parlor Thursday 7 Preschool Christmas Party in New Building Dorcas Circle Friday 8 Preschool Christmas Party in New Building will now Saturday 9 9:00-10:00 AM - Breakfast with Santa meet at 4:00-8:00 PM - Corriher Family in New Building Thursday 14 10:30 AM - Golden Agers trip to Billy Graham Library 11:00 AM Saturday 16 4:00-8:00 PM - Hallman Family in New Building The next Golden Agers trip will be Thursday, December 14, 2017. We will travel to the Billy Graham Library for the Christmas at the Library. Christmas is a special time at the Billy Graham Library with plenty of famGA ily-friendly attractions to celebrate the birth of Christ. If you would like to GOLDEN AGERS attend please sign up on the hallway bulletin board. You do not have to be “Golden” to attend the trips. billygrahamlibrary.org/christmas-at-the-library. Departure from church is 10:30am. The next Golden Agers meeting will be, Wednesday, January 24, 2018. This will be the “Birthday Meeting” and everyone is to contribute $5.00 for The New Construction Fund. Anyone that wishes to go with the Golden Agers on their trips is more than welcome! You do not have to be “golden” to enjoy the fun and fellowship that this group has. Just plan to join by signing up on hallway bulletin Mt. Zion board! UCC November 2017 Newsletter Page 2



NURSERY SCHEDULE



If you have further questions or concerns about the Nursery, please contact Emily Bancroft NURSERY (During Worship Hour): November 19: November 26: December 3: December 10: December 17: 



Betty Corriher & Candace Bills Jennifer Nicholson & Daniela Rodriquez Sandee Carrigan & Betty Corriher Sandy Corriher & Tilda Corriher Wanda Corriher & Vickie Ridenhour



Desperate Need of Nursery Helpers



If you are one who enjoys loving on God’s newest miracles, we would appreciate your help in the nursery. Please contact Emily Bancroft if serving in this way interests you.



November 26: December 3: December 10: December 17: December 24: 



4 Sunday th d r 3 e h t n O



NO AFTERNOON YOUTH ACTIVITIES Deliver Christmas Cards before worship Deliver Christmas Cards before worship Deliver Christmas Cards before worship NO AFTERNOON YOUTH ACTIVITIES



Please watch your bulletins and email for Youth Activities during our Advent Season.



November 19, 2017



Sunday, November 19 is our Fourth Sunday Program on the 3rd, The day begins at 9:00am with coffee and dough-nuts in the New Building, followed by our Fourth Sunday Program. Our discussion will be the Mt. Zion UCC 2018 Proposed Operating Budget.



For Men ages 16-96



The Men’s Fellowship meets on the THIRD SATURDAY of every month. If you have further questions, please contact Clark Corriher (704-363-8514).



Congregational Meeting



The Mt. Zion UCC Annual Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, November 19 after worship. Please join us to vote on the 2018 Proposed Budget, found on last page of newsletter.



DECEMBER NEWSLETTER



The December Issue of the Mt. Zion UCC Newsletter will be distributed on Thursday, December 14. If you have any information for the DECEMBER NEWSLETTER, it must be turned into the Church Office no later than Monday, December 11. Please keep in mind the mailing date for your articles so that information needed is to be included! Mt. Zion UCC November 2017 Newsletter Page 3



Happy BIRTHDAY November: 20th Austin Corriher, Keith Hunter & Todd Hunter 21st Sydney Smith 22nd Libbie Deal



24th Tracey E. Morgan 28th Jonathan Martin, Matthew Martin & Aaron Nance



December: 1st Jerry Freeze & Justin Yost 2nd Martha Isley & Evie Lawing 3rd Kathy Ayash, Karen Harwood & Jeff Safrit 8th Ethan Bancroft, Kim Hodges & Pauline Corriher 9th Gavin Bare 10th Spring Bryant 11th Peggy Whicker



12th 15th 17th 18th 19th 20th 



Amanda F. Tilley Suzanne Edmiston & Robert Isley Shelia Nance, Chloe Martin, Rob Sechler & Doris Yost Justin Hodge Charles Hodge & Jeff Lowder Jill Kingston, Grace Delong & Wes Waters



I would like to thank everyone who sent a card or gave me a kind word of sympathy about the death of my Kay Musslewhite brother. It meant so much. Thank you to the Men’s Fellowship and everyone who helped with “Mulch Day” Saturday, October 21. Thank you to Corriher Sand and Stone for helping with the mulch. All the help is greatly appreciated by the Mt. Zion UCC Preschool staff and children. Thank you to the members of the Youth Choir, the speakers, and their families for their presentation of “Martin and the Doors” last Sunday. The choir members include: Holden Bancroft, Cohan Bills, Hudson Bills, Griffin Bostian, Reese Bostian, Levi Harwood, Kennedy Martin, Avery Rawlings and Colt Safrit. We also appreciate the vocal talents of our speakers: Savanna Bancroft, Colby Cress, Luke Lizarazo and Madison Rawlings. Finally, a special thanks to Pat Corriher who helped to envision and direct the final product. It is Carole & Jason our great privilege to lead this group! Thank you to everyone who participated in Mt. Zion UCC’s Annual Trick or Treat event held Tuesday, October 31. With your help the event was again a great success. Thank you so much for your generous gift to me. It will be such a help until I can get on my feet. My husband’s death was so unexpected and I guess you never plan for something like that. Your generosity is so Tisha H. Graham appreciated. Mt. Zion UCC November 2017 Newsletter Page 4



Join Mt. Zion UCC for breakfast, crafts and holiday fun! Santa will be available for photos!



Saturday, December 9, 2017 9:00-10:00 AM Meet and greet Santa while enjoying a delicious breakfast. Create your own Christmas Ornament. Each child will receive a special treat bag. mtzionchinagrove.com | [email protected] 704.857.1169 | 1415 S. Main Street China Grove



Christmas Singles Luncheon Saturday, December 2, 2017 11:00-1:30 | Church Parlor ~ ~ ~ ~ ~



Enjoy a Catered Meal Live Entertainment Provided Transportation Can Be Provided Invite a Friend RSVP 704-857-1169 By Tuesday, November 29, 2016



Please Contact Don Carrigan (704.577.0201) or Ron Nance (704.857.1360) for Transportation Needs. Mt. Zion UCC November 2017 Newsletter Page 5



Christmas Card Delivery Service Our Mt. Zion Youth will begin Christmas Card delivery on Sunday, November 26. All Christmas cards you wish to share with your church family place on the mailboxes table, and for the price of your generosity, our youth will deliver. All monies raised will go towards our 2018 Mission Trip to Charleston, SC. Please DO NOT BRING CARDS for shut-ins, those who are sick at home and those that do not attend regularly!



December 3, 2017



During our 10:30am worship we will share in a “Hanging of the Greens” service as we begin our Advent journey to Christmas. Following worship all are invited to a BYOS (Bring Your Own Soup) meal in the New Building. Bring your favorite soup to share with your church family.



Share the Love of Christmas



On Sunday, December 24, during our 10:30am service, we hope to share a LOVE gift with each of our Church Staff. If you would like to share the LOVE, please use one of our pew envelopes, highlight LOVE offering and place in the offering plate.



Thank you for sharing the Christmas Love!



PLEASE REMEMBER ONGOING FUNDRAISERS



• Sell of Food Lion Food/Gift Cards. A 5% of the total sold from the MZW will be received for their treasury for upcoming projects. These cards are available for purchase from Lisa Lowder. Please make your checks payable to Mt. Zion UCC for ALL Food Lion Gift Cards!



Congratulations to Emily and Paul Currie on the birth of their son, Porter Austin Currie, on October 31, 2017 weighing 9lbs. 6oz. Maternal grandparents are Doris and Bob Yost. Maternal great-grandparents are Eva and John Yost. Mt. Zion UCC November 2017 Newsletter Page 6



Mount Zion UCC Preschool News! Warm greetings from our preschool! We survived two days of Fall Festivals with costume parades and are heading into our season of thankfulness! During the week of Nov. 13 – 17, we will be celebrating our Caring and Sharing Week. We will be collecting food for Main Street Mission. Our preschoolers and their families usually answer our call generously! As we did last year, we are offering monthly book orders to our preschoolers. We have several church members who have taken advantage of this opportunity. If you’re looking for children or grandchildren’s gifts (mostly books) at a low cost delivered to you with free shipping, please see Emily. Order forms usually sit outside the director’s office door. Feel free to take one. You may also order online using our code LTCGD. The website can be accessed at scholastic.com/readingbookclubs. By accessing online, all children’s aged materials may be ordered. (Our brochures are geared more towards small children). From our orders, we have received many new books and instructional resources for free! Special thanks to the Men’s Fellowship and Corriher Sand and Stone for the new mulch. The old and new playgrounds were topped off and are ready for visitors. We appreciate all the effort that went into this improvement! Enrollment for next school year will take place in January 2018. Our lists are filling up as we receive calls daily. If you have a grandchild, friend or neighbor who is interested in attending, please have them call. We love to have students who have Mt. Zion connections! A few more updates… *Our Thanksgiving Feasts are planned for Tuesday, November 21. Watch for small Pilgrim or Native Americans roaming our building! *Our Christmas program for our 3 year olds will be Thursday, December 7th and 4 year olds will be held on Friday, December 8th, both at 10 am. We would love a volunteer or two to meet, greet and serve punch. Please see me if you’re willing! Thanks to all who support our preschool ministry. We appreciate it greatly. Be sure to cruise through our halls and take a look at our new pictures. You’ll get a glimpse of the fun we have each day!



Emily Bancroft, Director



DON’T FORGET -- BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION! Box tops can be redeemed by local schools for 10¢ each! Box tops can be found on cereals, Pillsbury bread items, Betty Crocker cake mixes, diapers Kleenex, among many others! A box is provided for you to place them in on the shelving in the Church Library! If you have further questions, please see Emily Bancroft.



HISTORY COMMITTEE Please watch your bulletin for History Committee Meeting Updates. Thank You



Mt. Zion Book Club



No Book Club meeting in December. We look forward to seeing you at the January 8, 2018 meeting. We would love for you to join us! If you have further questions, please contact Shelia Nance (704-857-1360)



Mt. Zion UCC November 2017 Newsletter Page 7



Main Street Mission Hours of Operation:



Monday & Fridays 1:30pm - 4:00pm | Tuesday & Thursday 8:30am - 11:00 am



NEW HOURS | Monday 6:00pm to 8:00pm



If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Hope Oliphant at 704-798-5929 or e-mail at [email protected]. Thank you! For more information or any questions about any of their needs or projects, you may also call Anne Corriher at 704-798-5177.



For more information or to volunteer to be a part of the preparations or assist with Christmas with Dignity, please contact Hope Oliphant at [email protected] or 704.798.5929



Thank You!! December 7, 8, 9 South Rowan YMCA Offering Christmas to those struggling financially helps to alleviate stress on families and allows parents to make better use of their means to provide necessities, while not missing out on the joy of Christmas giving. Yet, how we do this is very important. While offering gifts that we choose, purchase and deliver may feel really good for the giver, it may come at a great cost for the recipient. Having the opportunity to make an exchange, to do their part and to choose their own gifts for their children preserves dignity for families in need. The gift of dignity is truly the best gift we could ever give someone. Our Shoppe is a little different this year. Instead of a one day event our store will be open at the South Rowan YMCA for 3 days: Dec. 7, 8 and 9 this year (with set up days on Dec. 5 and 6). We hope to make it even more like a real store experience. Christmas Wish List: Balls - Football, Soccer, Basketball Tents and Sleeping Bags Craft Jewelry Sets Outside Toys - Bikes, Skateboards Wagon Dolls Nerf Toys Tonka Trucks Lego Sets Headphones Kitchen Sets Basketball and Soccer Goals Board Games Teen Items: Perfume & Shampoo Sets Hair Styling Items Hair Dryers Sports Duffel Bags Additional Items: Stocking Stuffers Wrapping paper Bow and Tape



Mt. Zion UCC November 2017 Newsletter Page 8



For more info. or to volunteer to be a part of the preparations or assist with this special days please contact Hope Oliphant at



Pantry Needs: • Jelly • Canned Vegetables • Soups (non cream) • Mac & Cheese • Instant Potatoes • Crackers • Pork & Beans • Spaghetti Sauce



CONSISTORY MINUTES MT. ZION UCC – October 8, 2017 The Consistory of Mount Zion UCC met for its regular monthly meeting. Members in attendance were: Don Carrigan, Rachel Rawlings, Franklin Corriher, Kay Kluttz, Alan Cress, Tim Corriher, Laura Holshouser, Cynthia Miller, Carole Brooke, Dale Martin, Evans Leinbach, Tilda Corriher, Emily Bancroft, Donnie Deal, Walter Lizarazo, Ted Corriher, Reverend Burns. Rev. Burns led the group in prayer. Minutes from August and September meetings were reviewed and approved. Reviewed Treasurer’s Report for September, 2017 1. Executive Committee—Carole Brooke a. Met to plan agenda 2. Elders (Spiritual Life)—Carole Brooke a. Visitation opportunities were distributed 3. Deacons met 9/26/2017. Will meet again 10/10/2017. Will keep budget basically the same as last year. 4. Board of Trustees—Carole Brooke Looking for best terms between Bank of the Ozarks and F & M to redo loan. Have 90 days since the end of August to redo. 5. Pastor’s Comments a. Parent/Youth meeting was held Sunday, 9/24/2017. Eight or nine households were represented. b. World Communion Day was observed Sunday, 10/01/2017. There was also a baptism. c. Catawba Intern Updates – No responses on an organist. David Stevenson has been recommended by the Executive Committee for the Youth leader position. Motion was made by Franklin Corriher to organize a meeting of parents, youth, David, and anyone else interested. d. Middle/Senior High youth are planning to go to Charleston, SC, June, 2018, for Mission work. e. Youth Fellowship had an outing to MSM on Sunday, 9/24/2017. f. Meeting with Chief Deal was not discussed. g. 4th Sunday in October was not discussed. 6. Staff Reports — None 7. Old Business a. An email invitation was sent to congregation for lunch in hut with the Rufty Holmes Lunch Club b. Energy Initiative Update – None. c. Mighty Kicks made $100 deposit. 8. New Business a. Associate pastors pictures have been removed from wall of History Room, no one knows why or where they are. 9. Other Business a. Consistory invited to Carrigan’s on December 8. Ministry Updates: 10. Congregational Care Ministry -- None 11. Educational Ministry — None 12. Evangelism/Welcome Ministry -- None 13. Outreach Ministry a. CROP Walk – 10/08/2017 b. Thanksgiving Feast – 11/19/2017, live and silent auctions, proceeds to MSM 14. Preschool — Emily Bancroft a. Discussed responsibility of cleaning Fellowship Hall floor after a blood drive. 15. Worship Ministry – None Fellowship Updates: 16. MZ Women – None 17. Men’s Faith Fellowship – will meet 10/24/2017 and spread mulch. Committee Updates: 18. Buildings/Grounds Committee – Alan Cress reported that new blinds were installed in Ladies Sunday School classroom off sanctuary. 19. Cemetery Committee – None 20. Endowment Fund Committee – None 21. History Committee – Kay Kluttz, meeting this week. Mt. Zion UCC November 2017 Newsletter Page 9



22. Scholarships Committee – None 23. Scout Committee – Tim Corriher reported that one Scout recently received the Eagle badge. Still looking for a leader for the Cub Scouts. 24. Vans Committee – None 25. NCF Fundraising Committee – Don Carrigan reported that chicken pie sale is going on now. Adjournment Respectfully Submitted, Carole Brooke – President | Cynthia Miller - Assistant Secretary



Budget Reports | OCTOBER 2017



Budget Reports | OCTOBER 2017 MT. ZION BUILDING & IMPROVEMENT FUND REPORT - SCOTT CORRIHER, TREASURER



Balance brought forward October 1, 2017........................................................................................................................$12,544.77 RECEIPTS: Deposits...................................................................................................................$50.00 Interest .....................................................................................................................$0.32 TOTAL RECEIPTS ................................................................................................................................$50.32 DISBURSEMENTS: No Disbursements .................................................................................................................................$0.00 Total Disbursements .................................................................................................................................$0.00 BALANCE ON HAND October 31, 2017.........................................................................................................................$12,595.09 MT. ZION NEW CONSTRUCTION FUND REPORT – SCOTT CORRIHER, TREASURER Balance brought forward October 1, 2017.......................................................................................................................$81,683.97 RECEIPTS: Deposits........................................................................................................... $7,710.42 



TOTAL RECEIPTS 



...........................................................................................................................$7,710.42 



DISBURSEMENTS: Bank of the Ozarks - Mortgage payment (Principal: $9,058.07; Interest: $851.93)........................................$9,910.00 Total Disbursements ..........................................................................................................................$9,910.00 BALANCE ON HAND October 31, 2017.........................................................................................................................$79,484.39











NCF PRINCIPAL BALANCE as of OCTOBER 31, 2017 • $576,071.30 AMOUNT NEEDED AND RECEIVED TOWARD 2017 CHURCH BUDGET Needed to date ($4,699.00 x 45).................................................................................................................. $211,455.00 Received as of October 31, 2017.................................................................................................................$178,650.67 Through October 31, 2017 .....................................................................................................................
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Actual Versus Budget | OCTOBER 2017



Mt. Zion UCC November 2017 Newsletter Page 11



Actual Versus Budget | OCTOBER 2017



ELECTRONIC GIVING



If you are interested in becoming an electronic contributor to the church, please contact the Church Office or Chrissy Harwood. You will receive a form with the information for you to be able to do this and any questions you may have will be answered. Forms may also be downloaded at



mtzionchinagrove.com
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2018 Proposed Budget
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