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COMMACK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 486 Townline Road, Commack, New York 11725



THE MESSENGER IN THIS ISSUE • • • • • • • • •



November 2015



Prayers Birthdays Announcements UMW Lydia Circle Notes Historian’s Corner Calendar Ads



A Message from Our Pastor: Anyone else use Facebook? I got on Facebook several years ago to keep up with my nieces and nephews. Now the three youngest ones rarely use it but I’ve found myself caught up in it. Certainly there are all the cute animal videos, end of the world predictions and jokes that, to be honest, I sometimes just don’t get. None of that keeps me coming back. But I appreciate the posts from friends and colleagues of theological articles and new possibilities in ministry. And there are the prayers which sometimes seem to be sent at just the right time. Below is an end-of-the-day prayer that is from an Episcopal site. It, of course, was printed with the obligatory sunset picture. The sunset was pretty; the prayer was very meaningful. I find it poetic and soothing. I’m sharing it with you with the hope that you also may find calm in the words and peace in the praying. For those who have difficulty with sleep I encourage you to keep it at your bedside and use the prayer in a meditative way when sleep is elusive. And when morning does come may it be an awaking to the gift of a new day filled with the presence of Christ.



Peace,



The stillness of God be mine this night, that I may sleep in peace. The awareness of the angels be mine this night, that I may be alert to unseen mysteries. The company of the saints be mine this night, that I may dream of the river of love. The life of Christ be mine this night, that I may be truly alive to the morning, that I may be truly alive. ~ J. Philip Newell, Celtic Benediction



A Thanksgiving Prayer Good and gracious God, we come before You today, united with all who give You thanks and praise. Fill us with gratitude for Your many blessings, both physical and spiritual. We thank You, in particular, this day for the gifts of food and family. Bless our family especially those who can’t be with us today. Also, today we remember those of our family who have gone to be with you. Grant us Your spiritual blessings and help us pray daily for the grace to serve You In response to Your bountiful gifts to us. In Jesus name we pray. Amen



2nd 3rd 5th 10th 19th 20th 26th



MITTEN MINISTRY / KNIT & CROCHET We are always excepting warm hats & mittens to distribute to the homeless, you can bring to church office or leave in food box in the sanctuary. For more information please contact Kathy Muller



John Doss Dan D’Amato Virginia Freilicher (mother) Jeanette Sehringer Sean Kessler Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe Victoria Zinkarvikh Christopher Bagno Lisa Reddo Jake Reddo Bert Waidelich Dotty Arola



Take time, right now to enjoy this day. Relax in knowing the promise God gave that you as a child of God up above, is made in His image and made in His love. Happy Birthday



FAIR WORKSHOP We would like to thank all those who assisted in carrying our filled totes; who contributed their hand-crafted items on fair day; helped sell and bought many of our Boutique wares. We will have a display of items, for sale, at the Harvest Roast Beef dinner. After working every Tuesday from February to October, we now plan to take a winter break! Keep in mind all fair proceeds go towards the current expense of the church. Kathy M, Martha L, Ginny E, Kathy D, Debbie S, Barbara K.



At our October meeting we were privileged to hear Dr. Natalie Naylor, who taught Long Island and American social history for more than thirty years at Hofstra University and was director of its Long Island Studies Institute from its founding in 1985 until she retired in 2000. She spoke of and showed photos of the many Long Island women, who although rarely mentioned, were instrumental in many historical events. We then honored Joan Ford, Debbie Stellmann and Sobana Prasad with UMW’s Special Membership Recognition pin. These ladies have been instrumental in many of our missions and projects. You may see this honored pin on many other UMW members. At our November meeting Margie Z, our treasurer will present our annual pledge service “Welcoming Through Giving.” Our nominating committee may present a slate for our 2016 officers. Deb Hervey will serve as our evening’s hostess. We are again planning our annual Christmas Cookie sale, where all proceeds go towards our mission projects. We welcome anyone who wishes to donate home baked cookies. They should arrive at church (parlor) on Saturday, Dec. 12 before 10 am.



Please do not leave them in the Fellowship Hall as we will not see them there.



Dates to remember: Saturday Dec 12 @ 10 am: UMW members packaging cookies for the cookie sale Sunday, Dec 13 : Christmas Cookie sale in the hall after Sunday service.



LYDIA CIRCLE The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 4th at 10:30 am in the parlor. All women are invited to join in an hour of discussion, which may include prayer, meditations, , readings, or just casual conversation . Light refreshments will be served.



HISTORIAN’S CORNER Submitted by John Muller, Church Historian



A



NEW SERIES OF INTERVIEWS; THIS WILL CONTINUE INTO THE



THIS



IS



PART 1



OF



4



NEW YEAR.



Say Yes to Ongoing Sandy Recovery Efforts This is an exerpt from Rev. Joanne Utley’s blog that she has been keeping about New York Annual Conference’s efforts in assisting families still recovering from Hurrican Sandy. On October 29, 2015, we will mark the third anniversary of Superstorm Sandy wreaking havoc along the coastlines of New York, Connecticut and New Jersey. Credited as the second costliest hurricane since 1990, Sandy damaged or destroyed more than 653,000 homes in the tri-state area. Over the next week, the New York Annual Conference will offer a look at how the storm and recovery has affected homeowners, volunteers and those involved in coordinating the rebuilding efforts in New York and Connecticut. We hope that these “voices of recovery” will inform you about what has been accomplished through our donations and volunteer efforts, but more importantly about the work that remains to be done – three years later. We also hope that these stories, photos and videos will prompt you to volunteer for the very first time – or to return again – so that those who are still waiting may return home safely. Bishop Jane Allen Middleton, the interim episcopal leader of the New York area, has challenged our six districts and their churches to be more engaged in these recovery efforts to bring an end to the heartbreak. In tomorrow’s (October 27) blog, you’ll find a short video to download for use in your churches, meetings and worship to once again rally people around this cause. We can shine the light of hope in places where it has all but disappeared! As United Methodists working through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), we are some of the first to arrive and last to leave wherever disaster strikes. Our founder, John Wesley, is credited with saying: “Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In all the ways you can. In all the places you can. At all the times you can. To all the people you can. As long as ever you can.” Watch for videos during and before worship services to learn more over the next few Sundays. CUMC will be forming at least one team (more if possible). Please sign-up on the bulletin board. Here are the following ways to help: Become a member of a one-day team to do restoration construction Make lunch for the team Accompany the team to be a comforting hand/listener for the homeowner(s) Accompany the team as runner/gopher Provide tools for the team (details to follow closer to the date) Provide funds for supplies Purchase supplies for the team



It is the Christmas season yet sometimes we don’t feel “in the spirit.” There can be a lot of pressure to be happy, to enjoy yourself, to find peace. There are any number of reasons we may not be in a festive spirit: the death of a loved one, the loss of a job, missing children & grandchildren who live far away, illness and chronic pain, the burdens of financial debt, worries about the future, or just feeling tired and worn out. If you find yourself sad, worried or frustrated with all the hype and commercialism of Christmas please join us for a very beautiful and touching Longest Night Service.



CHURCH CONFERENCE The convening of the Charge Conference as a meeting in which all members of a local UM church are invited to attend and are extended the privilege of vote. A Church Conference is called to have broad participation of the members of the congregation.



NOVEMBER 15TH



AFTER



FELLOWSHIP HOUR; 11:00



A.M. IN THE



1789 CHAPEL



First Friday Flick Night November 6th 7:30 p.m. Parlor



Box Tops for Education The UMW has expanded it’s ongoing mission outreach to support a United Methodist mission in the US. The group has started collecting Box Tops for Education. This is one of the largest school loyalty programs in the country with over 80,000 schools receiving support. The box tops collected at CUMC will be sent to the Red Bird Mission School in Kentucky. Red Bird Mission and Clinic have been providing ministries in the eastern Kentucky region of the Appalachian Mountains since 1921. Today the need remains critical in this isolated, rural distressed area. Chronic poverty, lack of jobs, poor housing, and rugged mountainous terrain provide obstacles to a fuller life for the residents of this area. Red Bird Mission strives to meet these needs through ministry in five areas: Education, Health and Wellness, Community Outreach, Economic Opportunity, and Community Housing Improvement. The Mission runs a school for grades K-12 with a little over 200 students. About 10% of them live in the dormitories provided by the school. For each Box Top collected, General Foods and its peer brands (includes Betty Crocker, Green Giant, Totino’s Pizza, Scott Paper Products and many more). Full list is posted by the collection box on the hallway bulletin board. Simply cut the coupons from the package (be careful to get the coupon and not the logo indicating the brand supports the program). Coupons to collect



Do Not Cut These



Bring them to church and drop them in the box. UMW members will package them and send them to Red Bird Mission periodically throughout the year. Watch for future messenger articles tracking how well we’ve been able to support this vital mission of the United Methodist Church.



Boy Scout Troop 125 Collects PB&J to Help eedy Long Islanders As part of their commitment to serving others, the Boy Scouts of Troop 125 collected donations of peanut butter and jelly at the Commack ShopRite and King Kullen supermarkets on Saturday, October 17th. The boys collected a total of 1,232-pounds of peanut butter and jelly and $435.00 in cash that will be used to purchase additional PB&J. All proceeds of the drive were donated to the Troop's sponsor, Commack United Methodist Church, which has a “Peanut Butter and Jelly Gang” that meets on the first Saturday of every month to make in excess of 1,000 sandwiches. All of the sandwiches are then delivered to St. Anne's Church in Brentwood and distributed to Long Islanders in need. Boy Scout Troop 125 meets every Tuesday from 7:30-9:00pm at the Commack United Methodist Church (486 Town Line Road, Commack) and is open to boys who are 11 through 18-years old and who reside in Commack, Huntington, Dix Hills, East Northport, Kings Park, Smithtown and surrounding communities. For membership information, contact Scoutmaster Wayne Ellenbogen via email at [email protected] or visit the website at www.troop125ny.org.



“Boy Scout Troop 125 collected 1,232-pounds of peanut butter and jelly to help feel needy Long Islanders.” Photo Credit: Richard Prince



LOOK FOR OUR WREATH AND GIFT CARD SALES



COMING SOON.



ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 2015 Event



Date



Time



Place



Daylight Savings Ends



November 1st



2:00 a.m.



Set Clocks Back



Movie Night



November 6th



7:30 p.m.



Parlor



Harvest Dinner



November 7th



6:00 p.m.



Fellowship Hall



Thanksgiving



November 22nd



4:00 p.m.



1789 Chapel



First Sunday of Advent



November 29th



9:00 a.m.



Main Sanctuary



Movie Night



December 4th



7:30 p.m.



Parlor



Second Sunday of Advent



December 6th



9:00 a.m.



Main Sanctuary



A Time for Prayer & Meditation



December 12th



9:00 a.m.



Main Sanctuary



Third Sunday of Advent



December 13th



9:00 a.m.



Main Sanctuary



Christmas Cantata



December 13th



9:00 a.m.



Main Sanctuary



UMW Cookie Sale



December 13th



10:00 a.m.



Hallway



Fourth Sunday of Advent



December 20th



9:00 a.m.



Main Sanctuary



Longest Night



December 20th



3:00 p.m.



1789 Chapel



Children's Pageant



December 20th



9:00 a.m.



Main Sanctuary



Christmas Eve Family Service



December 24th



5:00 p.m.



Main Sanctuary



Christmas Eve Candlelight Service



December 24th



11:00 p.m.



Main Sanctuary



Lessons & Carols



December 27th



9:00 a.m.



1789 Chapel



OUR YOUTH Youth Group Enjoys Sleepover You wouldn’t have been able to guess all the fun and excitement that occurred on the evening of October 3rd when you walked into the parlor on Sunday morning, but it was the sight of the First Annual Fall Youth Sleepover. Our youth gathered to enjoy an evening of games, discussion and movies throughout the evening. They made plans for several other fun events including Roller Skating on November 14th at US Skate in Freeport. All youth (6th grade and up) are invited to join us and encouraged to bring friend (s). Other activities include Paintball, Broadway Show and Sky Zone Trampolines. The youth will also begin meeting once a month after service for more activities and discussion. Watch for the November date later in the month.



Sunday School Explores God’s Creation Sunday School Students spent the month of October exploring God’s wonderful creation and how it began. Ms. Sobana shared an awesome video that explains how planets and stars and other objects in space are formed. We learned the universe has never stopped growing since it first started! Other interesting facts about the earth are: The earth is 24,901.55 miles around the equator. The earth weighs 6.6 sextillion tons. The earth is 93,000,000 miles from the sun. The earth is about 70 percent water. Students also learned about the 5 senses go provided when he created animals and man by doing some fun experiments with Ms. Penny. The final creation lesson will be on Sunday, November 1st. It will be a day of our own pizza creations and exploring the wonderful sense of taste. The congregation will enjoy the pizza creations during Fellowship Time following the worship service. The rest of November, the lessons will focus on Noah and his time before and on the ark and the wonderful promise God made to him. There will be for sure be lessons involving rainbows!



To stay up to date visit our calendar on line; http://www.commack-umc.org/Calendar.shtml



Advertise your business in “The Messenger” In order to help defray the cost of printing and mailing, we will be including an advertising page or pages each issue. You can place an ad in our newsletter that will encourage our members to patronage your business. Over 220



All ads will be business card size. Annual cost : $85 (10 issues)



copies a



One time ad : $20



month!



If you would like to be in our next issue, please see Mary in the office to make payment, and summit your ad All submissions must be finalized by the 15th of previous month.



NEED A HANDYMAN? FALL CLEAN UPS SMALL JOBS MY SPECIALTY FOR SENIORS QUALITY WORK REASONABLE RATES OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE CALL STEVEN WAIDELICH (631) 732-4186



COMMACK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 486 Townline Road Commack, NY 11725



Non Profit US Postage Paid Permit # 24 Commack, NY



* If there is any change to this address please inform the church office ASAP



If you would like to be emailed the Messenger next month (a color version!) instead of receiving a paper copy; please email Mary in the office at [email protected]



THRIFT SHOPPE Tuesdays 10am-4pm / Fridays 10am-4pm & the first Saturday of the month 10am - 2pm
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