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The Gandapansi



PARTS OF THE ORIGINAL GANDAPANSI ON DISPLAY AT MT SELINDA



The Gandapansi, stationed at Mt Selinda High School, is an iconic symbol of development. This Gandapansi e-newsletter, therefore is named after a special steam utility traction engine manufactured by the United States Manufacturing Company in 1910. It was multi-purpose engine for sustainable development which was the mainstay of missionary work. In 1893 the missionaries Bates, Bunker, Thompson, Wilder, Miss Jones (an Afro American evangelist) and four Zulu evangelists and their families made the long journey from Durban via Beira up the Buzi river and overland to Mount Selinda. They realised the need for holistic development. Dr Thompson, a very practical man, initiated the sourcing of power-driven transport and a well-equipped Industrial Department at Mt Selinda. His prayers were answered when a special traction engine was made by the United States Manufacturing Company. The manufacturing company named it The Great South African Crab. The Zulus at Mt Selinda called it the Gandapansi. The Gandapansi when moving could pull a wagon, be fitted bulldozer and grader equipment, and when stationery it could power various attachments like a sawmill, a brick moulding machine, and a grinding mill. The remnants of the Gandapansi are displayed to this day at Mt Selinda Mission reminding us of the need for the Church to be development oriented in order to remain relevant. Copyright
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Disclaimer



The views expressed in the articles in the e-newsletter are those of the authors anddo not, in any way, represent the views of the United Church of Christ in Zimbabwenor of the leadership of the UCCZ nor the official policy of the Church. Neither the United Church of Christ in Zimbabwe nor any person acting on its behalf nor the editors may be held responsible for the reasonableness and use which may be made of the information contained therein.



USES OF THE GANDAPANSI
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The United Church of Christ in Zimbabwe and Community-Based Churches Robert Matikiti



Introduction



It is becoming clearer every day that the most urgent problem besetting our church is this: how can we live the Christian life in the modern world? These words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer remind us that the meaning of the Christian life must be studied afresh in every age. Being a Christian involves believing, trusting, deciding, hoping, relating, loving, serving, and worshipping. But none of these things can be experienced in a vacuum. The life of the Christian is not far from the community. By the way, the church is a community of believers. Paul had a good deal to say about the standards, which ought to prevail in the Christian community (1 Corinthians 6:1-8). Today’s Christian must learn to be a Christian in the community they live and share the joys, concerns, and pains of people in that community. My immediate purpose is simply to identify, clarify, and articulate what community-based churches are and why the church teaches the need for such churches. In these reflections, I assume the posture, not of prosecuting attorney, but of witness; not of personal counsellor, but of the teacher.



Reality vs. Rules



My best hope is that those who read these reflections will better understand and accept what the Church teaches about community-based churches and, in the process, come to a deeper realization and acceptance of God’s love for us. After all, church teaching intends to express nothing less than God's grace. Everything being equal, be a member of the community of the people you fellowship with. Avoid migrating from the community you live with and fellowship with a distant community so that Paul will proudly say churches of Rome, Corinth, Thessalonica, etc., greet you. In the same manner, the President’s itinerary to Budiriro Church should afford him the opportunity to meet ‘Budiriroans’ and how they understand God in their context and not how visitors know God in Budiriro, period! It is our tradition to name our churches in the name of places where they are geographically located. Let me hasten to add that our churches are community-based churches. There is nothing in our church rules and policies that stops me from joining a church of my choice. And this is very common in urban centers where members avoid nearby churches to fellowship with churches far away from where they live. Why? Fellow members of our beloved UCCZ, allow me to distinguish between teaching and rules. Teaching has to do with truth and laws have to do with behaviour. ‘Mitemo inoiswa ngemukhuba yevantu’. Right rules are the practical conclusions from true teaching. As alluded to above, there are Christians who live in a vacuum. Notwithstanding their being members of say Kuwadzana Church on a Sunday they are nowhere to be seen the other six days of the week and are expensive to visit. They do not belong to any section of the church, and more often than not they are not part of the Wednesday or Thursday services. Generally speaking, they make the life of the church… Community-based church… very difficult. A community enriches Christian life. People in a particular locality grapple with problems in a distinctive way. Are you a member of the nearest church to you? Medical science teaches us that eating too much cholesterol-rich food is likely to clog our veins and arteries, thus making us more vulnerable to strokes and heart attacks. This is the truth; it is the right teaching. We may want a breakfast of three eggs fried in butter every day, but dieticians tell us it is dangerous. We may want to fellowship in far away Glen Norah, for example, but my brothers and sisters it leads to spiritual clogging and heart attacks. Visiting worshippers traversing urban centers are not good for the body of Christ.
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GLEN NORAH UCCZ AT THEIR CHURCH STAND



The Church is Social and Spiritual



Today the Christian church has grown large. Patterns of human relations were relatively stable when Christianity began. Now a Christian is involved in many groups and organizations. Today’s Christian must learn to be a Christian under these changed circumstances. What is the role of the church as we seek a fulfilling life and a satisfying relationship to the universe? What is the place of the church in life as each of us copes with the great issues of human existence? How does the Christian understand and respond to this world? These are questions of fundamental importance. Hey, do you know that the church is social? And, of course, she is spiritual. A church consists of social human beings seeking spiritual growth. You cannot be a Christian alone. I do not deny the person finds a sense of the presence of the divine and experiences of the holy. The Christian life has a deeply personal dimension. The church is a social and spiritual institution instituted by Christ: In the meantime, when they had gathered together an innumerable multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon another, he began to say unto his disciples first of all, …(Luke 12:1). It was the practice of Christ to gather his disciples for worship, fellowship, and prayer. Christ commanded us to come together to share the meanings of our faith in worship and rituals of various kinds. The church integrates groups by providing a means for celebrating the shared values and traditions of the group. A church consists of persons struggling with the problems and possibilities of life in a dangerous world. The Christian good news is the possibility of a new life of faith, hope, and love, a new order of life in a new community. UCC SOUTH AFRICA CAPE TOWN PRAYER GROUP



Maturity and Immaturity in Christian Life



In probably no area of personality do we find so many residues of childhood as in the religious attitudes of adults. Gordon Allport said the words above. Do you agree with his statement? It's hard for most of us to look at ourselves without defensiveness. Do not bother to ask why s(he) skirts two or more churches and fellowships with a distant church. They have quick defensive answers limiting God to a particular church. Sad. Indeed in all periods of history, human beings’ biggest problem has been themselves. In contrast to the Christian life of immaturity, Allport speaks of the mature Christian life as a devotion to “a goal that is no longer determined by mere self-interest.” Mature Christian life, he suggests, is concerned with more than personal comfort. It is marked by devotion to self-transcending values and goals. It is communitarian and emphasizes growing in matters of the spirit. It makes us aware of life’s dependabilities and potential meanings. When a person ceases to grow, s(he) has begun to die. So it is with our relationships within the larger community of which we are each a part. Some of us have devised various methods of denying the importance of the community. I admire your guts. But it is unchristian. In Christianity, the truth of an individual’s search for God is seen and experienced in a community of believers. Mature Christian thought is communitarian. It is in the Christian community that John Calvin says: Now the great thing is this: we are consecrated and dedicated to God so that we may after that think, speak, meditate, and do, nothing except to his glory. God is present in human relationships bound together by mutual joys, concerns, and pains. The God of Christianity is the God who is active in the community. The community does not necessarily get in the way of our relationship with God. Instead, it is the setting in which our relationship with God is nurtured and fulfilled. In his creating presence, God gave us the community in which to live and provided the essential conditions for our existence.



Dangers of Being Visiting Members



We frequently think of the church as a place we go to get something for ourselves, such as inspiration, guidance, or friendship. How would you evaluate this way of thinking about the church? Is it adequate? Some people seem to think of the church as a kind of marketplace. One can go there, select what s(he) wants, pay the price, and then leave, having fulfilled his/her obligations. Such views of the church miss the point Paul was making in his letters to the Corinthians and the Romans (Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12). He saw the church as involving all Christians in the continuing ministry of Jesus Christ in the community.



Biblical Imperatives



The essential biblical convictions and commands, which are the basis of Christian community, can be summarized as follows: • The faith that God, as known to us in Christ, is the Lord of human history, of nations, of events; and that his purpose includes righteousness in the corporate as well as in the personal relations of people. • The commandment of love, which involves sensitive caring for the welfare and dignity of all people as neighbours, and service to them both in direct personal relations and in efforts to improve the external conditions which affect their lives. • The recognition that the neighbour whom we serve is no disembodied spirit, but a whole person who lives as a member of a community. His/her soul is affected by what happens to his body, and the very substance of his personality is drawn in large part from his/her social relations.



Conclusion



Words are necessary, but they are so woefully inadequate. A proliferation of words, if unmatched by actions, can result in a credibility gap. There is need to resolve to exercise leadership so that the necessary change in our way of thinking and attitudes may be achieved effectively. If I may be more specific: the cause for community-based churches devoid of strangers will be helped immensely if you, our pastors, encourage members to fellowship with communities where they live. My dear members of UCCZ, you can better bring harmonious community-based churches by looking for God in a nearby Church. God is already waiting for you there.



Growth of UCCZ urban churches in Northern Conference (Part 1)



Does it make sense to be a Christian in Today’s World? “The unexamined life is not worth living.” Socrates. By The Theologian



Introduction



Critical examination of the statement above has helped to inform, frame, and influence my theological position as I continue to examine the Christian faith and its doctrine. Influenced by Socrates’ philosophical position stated above, I have come to realize that unexamined socioeconomic policies, academic theories, and worse still, political ideologies, are not worth pursuing and practising. As a theologian, I am convinced that unexamined Christian doctrines, used to inform, frame, and influence the articulation of our faith, are not worth pursuing and practising. There is no logic to continue believing in whatever we believe in if we cannot ask tough questions about our faith in God. Hence, serious examination of our faith in Jesus Christ, allows us to be vulnerable before God and, at the same time, helps us to better understand who we are as children of God in today’s world.



Listening to the Call



Our faith in Jesus Christ compels us to critically assess all that is perceived and professed as the truth. We are called to examine the socioeconomic, political, and the theological discourses that are constructed to conceal the truth and at the same time, distort the realities of our age. We are to ask the tough question that will help us to examine all narratives conveying false hopes that have continued to deny God’s children their rightful place in our society while we are waiting for His second coming. Our moral authority must guide these tough questions, and the weight of our spiritual responsibility bestowed upon us by Christ must always remind us of whom we are in the world. Professor Banana once said: “... neutrality at best means deafening silence and indifferences and at worst smiling and admiring the status quo. I refused to accept the notion that, Jesus assumed the role of honoured guest in the theatre of human slaughter and misery. He intervened in human affairs and challenged the principalities and powers that denied God’s children right to life and to fundamental human liberties.” Only when we are examining the realities of our time through Christian lenses, we realize that God has always identified Himself with those that are suffering and oppressed. When we critically analyse our theological positions and doctrines in the light of what is happening in today’s world, we hear God calling us to be a Church and people of faith that will not only rush to close our eyes in prayer trusting that God will heal us. But, the truth of the matter is that Christians are called to be the light and the salt of today’s world. People who are not just spectators but more importantly, who are driven by the power of the Holy Spirit to challenge the principalities and authorities that deny God’s children their freedom.



Responding to our call



Our critical examination of the socioeconomic, political, and theological realities of our time calls us to discern our responsibility as Christians and unapologetically deal with these issues. Bonhoeffer, a German theologian, said: “The Church is the Church today because it is taking part in the suffering of Christ.” When we question and examine the experiences of our time, we are only acknowledging the fact that Christ came into this world, not for Himself but He came for others. This understanding of our faith and responsibility propels us, as the Church, to stand with those in the margins of our society. We are committed to our calling as Christians in today’s world because we are the embodiment of Thy Grace. We will stand up and speak for others just like what Jesus did in His time. Hence, as Christians in today’s world, when we critically examine all that is perceived as normal in our society, we bring ourselves closer to the Grace of God. The realization that God’s children are being denied their freedom and liberty motivates us to stand up for what we believe in and taps from our moral, spiritual, and theological lenses that informs and frames counter-narratives that influence our actions. These are questions that will inspire us to demonstrate our love for God. Through this experience, we acknowledge our vulnerability and at the same time expose our shallowness and the feeling of inadequacy as we seek to comprehend and contextualize the Gospel as we address the realities of today’s world.



While we are busy asking ourselves these questions, we should also tap from the prayer that Jesus Christ offered on behalf of all believers. In His words, Jesus prayed and said: “I do not ask You to take them out of this world, but to keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world,” John 17: 15 - 16. In this prayer, Jesus is acknowledging the presence of evil in the world and also asking God to protect us –the children of God- from the evil one. Hence, making sense of our faith in the world entails acknowledging the existence of evil that has been concealed and embraced as the norm in many ways. It calls for God’s children to question the privileged discourses that are being conveyed as the real gospel while denying all God’s children their dignity, respect, and freedom.



Evaluating our Call



Making sense of our faith in today’s world calls us to imitate the life and ministry of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Jesus did not look aside when the rulers and the society mistreated the poor, sick, and sinners of his day. Hence, making sense of our faith calls us to be more pragmatic, tolerant, and relevant when it comes to dealing with the socioeconomic, political and theological needs of our time. It calls us to be in solidarity with those that have been shunned by the society. Especially, those that the society has demonized as traitors for holding alternative socioeconomic, political, and theological points of view. And also, people who are categorized and labelled as the poor, homeless, and the downtrodden of our time and society. Making sense of our faith calls us to seriously ask ourselves why Jesus Christ went all the way to the cross. It calls for us to acknowledge our existence as the church that possesses the power of resurrection and that God still cares for humanity. As children of God we should not ignore our moral and spiritual responsibilities but to discern and ask questions that will help us understand the motif concealed in current economic, sociopolitical, and theological discourses. Issues that will assist us to identify and analyze uniform discussions that intend to protect the interest of the few just like the Pharisees and Sadducees, who thought that they were the true custodians of the law and the faith. Therefore, it is our responsibility as a Church to come up with a clear theological narrative that will speak life and hope to the challenges our society is facing today. VOLUNTEERS AT KAMBUZUMA CHURCH
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2 Gumai nyika dzeshe, Muvadzidzise; Muvaronzere, muti. Uyai , mupone; Unondiramba, aye, Arashe nyasha dzangu Aachazoponeswi, Ndinozom’rasha.
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APPRECIATION AT NURSES GRADUATION MT SELINDA HOSPITAL



UCCZ Has All It Takes To Be a Vibrant Church of Choice by Edwin Jakachira SYNOD MEMBERS AT HEAD OFFICE



Leaving the United Church of Christ in Zimbabwe (UCCZ) for Pentecostal Churches seems to be a historical trend that can be traced way back. Critical analysis of this historical trend has exposed how people are simply attracted to miracles and promises of breakthrough and nothing else. While miracles are great and can edify one's faith, the Scriptures are very clear in that even Jesus refused to perform miracles because people were simply following Him for miracles only. In John 6:26 He said; “…Truly I say unto you, you are seeking me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not labour for the food that perishes, but ….eternal life? .” The truth of the matter is that fashion comes and goes, school syllabuses are revamped to meet the sociocultural and economic needs of the day. Leadership comes and goes, briefcase churches come and go, and so the so-called papas, preachers, and prophets of this world come and go, but what we know is that God remains the same and nothing will replace Him. This understanding has helped the UCCZ to overcome all the hostilities emanating from within and outside the denomination for decades. Our Church has survived multiple cataclysms, and munities which were not managed well and could have resulted in a significant disaster of all times. Today we continue to hear modern-day prophets prophesying about things that are outside of the Word of God. One wonders, are these true prophets of God? Sometimes we should ask ourselves what the Bible says about prophets and the prophetic tradition. Are we able to validate through Scriptures if modern-day prophets are really what they claim to be? What we see today from many so-called prophets that we may spell as “profits” is that they are merely motivated and interested in money making and making sensational claims. They are good at promising financial blessings for anyone willing to send them what they call “seed money or seed of faith.” It is very ironic that they claim that even their viewers or listeners will have their mortgage paid off or see their business prosper if they send in their offerings. Based on our faith in God and knowledge of His word we can honestly say, God does not work this way. The Scriptures are clear calling this kind of behaviour as “wolves in sheep’s clothing.” I am motivated to say that modern-day prophets are only in for money and not serving God because of what the Prophet Ezekiel said, “The conspiracy of her prophets in her midst is like a roaring lion tearing the prey; they have devoured human lives; they have taken treasure and precious things; they have made many widows in her midst” (Ezek 22:25). These were false prophets who claimed to have a special revelation from God but always predicted things that did not come to pass. Similar things are happening even now. We see then on TV, on the internet, and hear them on the radio claiming to be true prophets sent by God. I vividly remember the days of the powerful preacher and miracle worker,who was the leader of interdenominational grouping and who duped the AM in Chitungwiza. Many UCCZ members left the Church seeking for miracles and blessings to the call of the prophet or man of God. For instance, members from Zengeza and Seke Churches were enticed to join the said prophet and that at some point it jeopardised the operations of these two UCCZ Churches. Their exit left UCCZ Churches in a dilemma and it took some time for them to stand on their feet again regarding funding their church activities. These Churches could not meet their administration expenses like salaries and other running costs. The other issue that threatened the stability of UCCZ was the near adoption and implementation of Mass Prayer in some Churches. This experience left severe scars in most of the UCCZ circuits to the point that some of the Churches dissolved. Some Churches became less active as they were affected by the exodus of some members who left UCCZ to join a rival RUCCI and other Churches. Churches like UCCZ Marlborough are now history while Warren Park remains small with only 5 to 6 families. This is a clear indication that the issues of in-fights and disagreements over the style of worship have caused untold damage to the UCCZ Church and its members.



Today Pentecostal churches led by these prophets, among others continue to fish out UCCZ members. The vineyard is big but what is surprising is that these prophets are taking advantage of already converted Christians in a country where half of the population are Christians. UCCZ members are falling into a ploy, and many of them are splashing money to see a pastor or a prophet. In UCCZ you don’t need to pay money to see your pastor, yet in most of the Pentecostal Churches, you need to pay not less than $350 to see a prophet in a lodge. It has been observed that some former members continue to seek out miracles from these prophets even though it has taken more time than expected. They are still hanging on to the idea of receiving a miracle, not because of their faith in God but the money they paid for the miracles and meeting with the prophet. Worse still, they have continued to change Churches, yet nothing is coming out in their favour. There is a Shona adage that says, “takabva neko kumhunga hakunapwa,” such are the testimonies we continue to receive from those who have fled UCCZ in search of miracles and quick wealth yet they remain the same. It is encouraging to see that UCCZ is full of people with great potential and some who have succeeded in the world achievement and wealth. Through them, we continue to see what God can do with people who trust and believe in Him without conditions. We hear testimonies of how our members are being promoted in their field of works because they work hard and believe the God that will lead and provide. Those that are not working are sometimes invited for interviews and take up new positions not because they are looking for miracles but because of their faith in what God can do. Although we still have people who are labelling us, the UCCZ, as the burial society, we are not distressed but continue to trust and believe in God for what He is doing with us in UCCZ. I feel sorry for the people who are labelling and calling us all sorts of names because we are not providing, as a church, what is prescribed and assumed in other Churches as prosperity gospel as we see in today’s world. As a Church, we are thankful to God for using all of us to be a channel of peace and love as we share the Good News of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We are still a vibrant church because we continue to enjoy and experience the blessings from the Lord. We are still harvesting a lot from our prayers offered by our ministers from Makoho to Kakunga. God is using all of us, and we are ready with the help of God to face whatever the future holds because God is with us. We are a church that is guided by the power of the Holy Spirit, and we will always wait upon the Lord and not a human being. Our faith and trust are rooted in the Lord that’s why we will continue to be the vibrant Church and ready to serve the Lord. UCCZ CHURCHES BUILDINGS
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Funding Church Programmes and Projects Part 1- March 2017. By John Manyanga



Introduction



This series of articles will attempt to explore ways in which the United Church Christ in Zimbabwe as a denomination can finance its programmes and projects, including the construction of new buildings and churches. At a time when the UCCZ has many projects, buildings and structures- all competing for funding for repairs and/or implementation, it is a good idea to assess ways in which the denomination can fund its projects and programmes.



A Biblical Perspective



I am reminded of an episode when the Lord Jesus Christ spoke to his disciples about the beauty of the temple buildings in Jerusalem and their impending destruction. Mark’s gospel in chapter 13, verses 1 and 2, records it like this: As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him ‘Look Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!’ ‘Do you see all these great buildings?’ replied Jesus. ‘Not one stone here will be left on another; everyone will be thrown down.’ NIV. Here we have the disciples admiring the magnificent temple buildings- a symbol of God’s power and the seat of His holy presence in Israel. It was here that they hoped the coming Messiah would be revealed and would remove the hated Roman occupying force and its puppet rulers including descendants of the Herodian dynasty. In the assessment of many, as long as the temple stood, the promise of liberation was assured. Imagine their horror when Jesus told them of the temple’s imminent destruction without any messianic intervention! Jesus’ main message was that his followers should stand firm until the very end. The lesson for us as Christians is that no matter what beautiful buildings, temples or houses we build we should put more effort in the spiritual temples inside our hearts. ‘Don’t worry about this magnificent temple but about your own eternity- build on the stone of Christ himself- who is the sure foundation,’- what a profound message. As we explore the ways in which church projects and programmes can be funded we must always remember that the main temple to be built is the eternal one in our hearts, the one that will last us for eternity- the one laid on the true foundation which is Jesus Christ. As we admire the buildings owned by other denominations and/or despair at the state of disrepair of our own buildings let our analysis extend to state of magnificence of the buildings inside each of us - because once the inner temples are repaired and beautified then it will be easy to fund the external ones and reflect the beauty of God’s love among us. Below are examples of some magnificent buildings - a cathedral in Peterborough UK and buildings at our two founder mission schools Mt Selinda and Chikore.



Mt Selinda Church



The Peterborough Cathedral.



Chikore Church



UCCZ- A Look at History



The UCCZ will be celebrating 124 years in existence in October this year and what a big milestone this will be for the life of a Christian denomination. It will be a time to look back at how it all started in the USA up to 1893 when the first peg was set into the ground at Mt Selinda. A lot has been achieved from the time when the church was being governed by the missionaries through the American Board Mission up to the granting of self-governing status in 1972. In the current set up, which was adopted in 1997, the denomination is made up of three conferences with diaspora churches in Botswana, South Africa and the United Kingdom. All these developments took a massive amount of funding to build and even more funds will be required to maintain existing assets while building new ones. Current programmes and projects for which the various arms of the denomination require funding are as follows: a. The individual churches all seeking funding to complete their own church buildings and parsonages. b. The Volunteers’ Council who have the mandate to preach the Gospel to all the world ‘pasinde nekuretu pasina musharo’. They need funds to fulfil their mandate of worldwide evangelism. c. The Ruwadzano Council who are seeking funding for their ongoing building projects in Kwekwe, Dema near Harare and Musirizwi in Chipinge. d. The CYF Council where young Christians work together as they grow their faith. They also need funding to run their programmes. e. The denomination itself which needs funds to maintain existing assets- schools and hospitals and to build the Gazaland University in Chipinge, Waterview Primary School in Mutare, Kakunga Mission in Kariba among other projects. In addition to this they also need to finance running costs covering ministry training, church vehicles and staff salaries. f. The three conferences which are each embarking on the construction of their conference centres and/or other projects. It is clear that all these activities require substantial funding to initiate and/or sustain. The decentralised financial set-up of the UCCZ means that each of the above units has to fund its own programmes through contributions from its constituent members. Details of actual amounts contributed each year can be viewed in the AGM reports for the respective year. Future articles in this series will examine the different sources from which the UCCZ has received funding and suggest new sources from which funding for current and new projects and programmes, can be obtained. The following topics among others will be covered: a. Sources of Funding- Past, Present and Future. b. Obstacles to Good Funding Streams c. Characteristics of Well-Funded Denominations d. Church Politics and Church Funding.



Discussion and Conclusions



Many members of the UCCZ want to see the various projects and programmes of the church succeed in line with the rich heritage of the denomination. Such success would see an end to the current situation where existing structures are in various states of disrepair and several ongoing construction projects would be completed and brought into use to the benefit of the members and their respective local communities. As all UCCZ members consider this very important topic on church funding, here are some discussion points: a. Is there a link between our faith in God and the financial commitment we show towards the church we have decided to make our spiritual home? And why is it that when some of our members move from the UCCZ they become big givers in their new churches yet they were pleading poverty when they were UCCZ members. b. Are there lessons that we as current UCCZ members can learn from the rich heritage of giving and faith-in-action left by our predecessors who gave their finances, their time and their lives for the propagation of the gospel and the uplifting of communities. c. Has donor funding left us in a state of permanent donor-dependency, unable to fund our own projects and prone to permanent donor hunting to finance our own programmes. How do newly-formed Pentecostal churches manage to build mansions and massive church buildings which really serve no one but themselves- yet the UCCZ is struggling to build a university that will serve the nation and the nations? So many questions to ponder in the upcoming articles,… for now may the Lord help us to find lasting answers to this important area and through it grow our faith unto eternity.
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The Church, Uniting in Development by



Ganyani Khosa



Development Results in general



For a long time now this writer has considered himself as an Information and Communication Technology for Development (ICT4D) practitioner. This involves, among other activities of-course, applying ICTs in Monitoring and Evaluating development policies, programmes and projects; a discipline I prefer to call ICT for Evaluation (ICT4Eval). The work, rather the practice if I may call it that, involves applying ICTs in: 1. Conducting development needs, challenges and problems analysis from clients and stakeholders. 2. Developing policies and strategies for implementing the intervention, that is policies, programmes and projects. 3. Developing the theory of change, results framework and the monitoring and, evaluation frameworks and plans for the intervention 4. Managing the intervention, applying cost effective project management methodologies and principles 5. Facilitating the collection of monitoring data throughout the implementation of the intervention. 6. Conducting formative and summative evaluations to assess the effectiveness, efficiency, and sustainability of project delivery and results. This is rather a mouthful, therefore in this series, we are going to discuss these concepts in six or less articles depending on the amount of space the editors will allow per article. The discussions are going to focus on the UCCZ and will attempt to apply biblical principles to Managing Development Results. First things first, in the following sections we will understand Development from a Church perspective, then in the next article, we will look at the need to engage clients and stakeholders in understanding development needs, challenges, and problems.



Understanding Development from a Church Perspective



Based on experience from the secular agencies, there is need now to look at development from a church perspective. This section is going to discuss the church and specifically the UCCZ in its development context and work. The writer is proud that the UCCZ has been heavily involved in development work hence the formation of the non-spiritual Councils namely Agriculture, Education, Medical, and Stations. It would appear though that the enthusiasm has been fading over the years to participate in real and evidence-based development work. The kind of work that brings about positive change in the lives of the people the church seeks to serve. The kind of work that would lead to a positive transformation in the lives of the citizens. This is the development work that the early missionaries were motivated to bring to Africa – the Dark Continent – and indeed it would appear that they did their part and the lives of the Ndau People were changed for the better. This transformation was made available to UCCZ members (makhorwa) and non-members (mahedheni) alike without discriminating. The gospel-centric approach, popularly known as an evangelical approach to development seems to have such an impact. Talking of impact, this is the ultimate result that leads to a real positive change in the lives of the people. In other words the long-term or indirect effects of your outcomes. This is the effect development should result in and once, as a church, we are together in this definition then we can unite for development results and cooperate with the same zeal and enthusiasm that motivated the early missionaries.



This writer is motivated by the book ‘In His Image’ p137 (2010 Authentic Media) by Andy Matheson which says: ‘Because all people are created in the image of God, all people need to be reconnected with Him if they are truly going to experience transformation in their lives. Change can be experienced through helping people with employment, health, or any other area of physical or emotional wellbeing’. There goes the challenge for the UCCZ. The early missionaries gave us employment, health, food, education and decent shelter. They helped reduce unemployment, sickness, and deaths from diseases, illiteracy, hunger and starvation, as well as homelessness. That is an impact. Our challenge as a church is now to ensure sustainability of these outcomes and to lift the bar beyond the baseline that was set by the early missionaries. We need not be where we were left and worse still, we need not regress from where we were left. And yet it would appear that the development initiatives of the church have retrogressed significantly and requires a lot of attention to lifting the bar and move transformation beyond only helping people with employment, health, education, food, shelter, or any other area of physical or emotional wellbeing. Otherwise, what will distinguish the church from any other NGO? What distinguishes Development from a Church perspective, when we compare it with Development from a secular view, is that the Church goes beyond physical or emotional wellbeing to addressing the internal welfare and spiritual wellbeing. The church extends beyond Maslow's hierarchy of needs to solving those essential needs, challenges, and problems that only the gospel can reach. Development cannot just be about the positive change of outward circumstances, important as that is. Development more crucially is about the transformation which, as every born again Christian is aware, is intrinsic and starts with the heart when one confesses: Ndinokumbira Jesu mundiregerere kushaisha kwangu and all brethren say Amen. Figure 1:Maslow's hierarchy of needs Source: http://www.learning-knowledge.com/maslow.html



As Christians are involved in development, they bring the fragrance of Christ. In Romans 1:19, 20 Paul makes it clear that all men and women have seen God in the evidence of creation and His created beings. And so, as people encounter us, His representatives on earth, they are meeting God in some measure, whether we share the gospel through the spoken word or our lifestyle and love for every individual. Someone in crisis (such as a disaster) or whose lifestyle is blighted by circumstances beyond their control (termed as ‘captives’ in the Kingdom mandate of Isaiah 61) may find it hard to receive the spoken gospel even if we try to share. However, they do experience it through their interaction with us as we implement development initiatives with them in a participatory manner. Together with them in development, we can prayerfully be in faith that through our testimony and the evidence of the development work on the ground, people will take a step in their journey of discovering Jesus and in the process anyone whose shepherd is the Lord Jesus has everything else they need (Psalms 23). Once they have accepted Jesus as their personal saviour, we can expect to see the resulting change of heart produce a change of behaviour that will lift them from their present circumstances to a life of hope and joy. In other words, we expect them to receive the life in its fullness as promised by Jesus in John 10:10 “… ini ndakauya kuti ave noupenyu, uye ave nohwakazara.” We are living testimonies of the love of God, recipients of blessings not by works but by grace and we seek men and women who can commit to the fulfilment of the development initiatives of the Church as defined in the few paragraphs above. We're looking for men and women willing to study Isaiah 61:1-9 and Luke 4:18-19 and commit themselves to continue the legacy left by Jesus Christ and early UCCZ missionaries and sustain the development agenda of the church guided by the following job description in progression: 1) 2) 3) 4) 5) 6) 7)



Isaiah 61vv1-3 from captivity to being ‘oaks of righteousness’ i.e. providing protection for others v4 Repairing the ancient ruins i.e. contributing to rebuilding society v5 Providing employment for others v6 Becoming ‘ministers of our God’ v7 Transformed from shame to honour v8 Covenant relationship with God v9 International reputation and generational blessing



In doing so, we affirm the understanding that for us as Christian, the gospel is the secret ingredient which is not available to the secular NGO or aid agency. At best the secular world can do a good ‘patch up’ job. But they have no resource to transform a person from the inside to help them realise their full potential.



In closing



We have looked at development from a Church perspective and now have a shared understanding of the subject. In the next article, we discuss the need to engage clients and stakeholders in understanding development needs, challenges, and problems. Stay engaged.
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The Origins of Mission Education in UCCZ by



Newell M. Gwariya



Have you ever thought about the origins of mission education and the person who came up with the idea in the first place? Educational historians say that Martin Luther, the German reformer of the sixteenth century, is credited with the beginning of this idea. He was a Christian therefore in 1524 he proposed this ground-breaking. Believing that everyone needed to read and write so that they could read the Bible in their own language and improve their lives through the moral teachings of that Book, he initiated a free religious school for everyone to learn about Christianity. From this setting, the European form of education was carried over to America by the Pilgrims and the Puritans beginning in 1620. They had faith that a literate people, who believed in the Bible would produce great skilled and industrious people who would in turn produce a prosperous and free nation. For the next 200 years the Americans in New England developed amazing ability to read the King James Version of the Bible and to write scripture text. Sunday school programmes, similar to the ones UCCZ follows as orphanage and boarding began in 1780. They aimed at educating poor children who were otherwise overlooked by society. In the advent of time, both Day school education and Boarding school education formats flourished there and everywhere worldwide. Most universities, including Harvard, Yale and Princeton, were founded by Christians as religious schools, theological seminaries, Divinity Schools or Bible Colleges. From this set up there is a ray of hope that the wannabe UCCZ University to be built in Chipinge would resemble these samples. During the era of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions the European format of education was introduced in Southern Africa by missionaries particularly in Natal. The primary aim was Christianization. Thus, in 1841 Lovedale and Amanzimtote were missions founded in Natal as seminaries for the education of Africans and the children of missionaries. The Lovedale curriculum had three overlapping emphases: Evangelical, Industrial and Academic Training. From this backdrop it is clear that the education at UCCZ mission schools like Mt Selinda and Chikore replicated the model practised at Lovedale, Amanzimtote (White Waters) and other early colleges that existed in South Africa. In fact the first American Board missionaries and Zulu evangelists who founded Mt Selinda in 1893 drifted to Southern Rhodesia as ambassadors from the Zulu mission in Natal. Another crucial point to note is that most of the early schools had to be boarding institutions just as Martin Luther proposed from the beginning. This was important for ease reach of the students and to distant the new converts from their routine cultural practices taught by the different settings of their original upbringing or heathen culture as it were. . In support of the concept above, 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (New International Version) says: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,so that the servant of Godmay be thoroughly equipped for every good work. Hence the students had to stay at the schools or boarding so that they could be counselled properly, corrected, disciplined rightfully and encouraged to work hard. Consequently, they tilled the land, did carpentry, building, precast bricks and clayey tiles, learnt domesticity, learnt the Bible and how to evangelise, and reared cattle. But is this what should happen even to this day? What’s better for parents as the child starts to finish primary school? Should they pursue Day School Education or Boarding School Education? The answer really lies not in the format but in the lifestyle and priorities of the parents. By definition a day school is where children are given education during the day, after which they return to their homes anda boarding school is a learning institution at which the students live during the time they go to lessons. The word 'boarding' is used in the sense of lodging and meals. Education in developmental years of a child requires an effort both at home and at school. In the two to five years age group, the role and responsibility of teaching the initial values and daily habits in a child lie with the parents. This requires constant love and attention by both parents and maximum time with the child is essential. Sources: Jay Matthews, Don’t like Our Public Schools? Blame Martin Luther Wikipedia the free encyclopaedia, (South Africa) The American Zulu Mission Annual 1904 - 1905



Most homes today have families that include only the father, mother, and children and in most cases, both parents work to earn a living. This poses severe challenges in giving time and attention to a child when it needs it most. There are several advantages of admitting a child in a day school or boarding school and this article will help parents make up their mind. A. Day School Education a. Many day schools offer coeducation, an important requirement in terms of today’s world in which males and females work alongside in an official environment. b. Day school students get more associated with their community and take advantage of local career opportunities. c. Tuition fees in day schools are much cheaper than that at boarding schools. d. They allow parents to seek private tuitions of their choice in case their children need extra coaching. e. A day school is a better option for parents who wish to give closer supervision over the children’s academic and extracurricular activities. f. Parents can provide moral guidance if they are in constant contact with their children and this is possible only if the children are in a day school. g. In case of sickness or injury, parents can be with their children immediately if they are admitted in a day school. h. Parents can give assistance with homework i. Children get guidance with social behaviour within the community. B. Boarding School Education a. A boarding school is a good solution to parents that cannot devote too much time to the child or are living in an area that is not conducive to bringing up a child. b. Students are kept adequately occupied through a well-balanced daily routine in academics, sports and other co-curricular activities. c. Teachers develop a close bonding with students as they get involved with the student’s development in all aspects of activities. d. The students are accustomed to be independent and to take care of their own needs.. e. The residential environment ensures that students are immersed in an educational world where learning is central to all activities. f. Students are conditioned for future success because they are encouraged to achieve their full potential. g. Boarding Schools bestow on students independence and an ideal preparation for the challenges and responsibilities of adult life. Most boarding schools offer library facilities that are well-stocked. h. Every student will learn to be responsible. i. The classes are generally small enabling teachers to attend and give maximum individual attention. Sending a child to a boarding school or day school is a major decision for a family. But how do you pick the right type of education model? So if you are at crossroads to a decision between day school and boarding school evaluate all factors and see what will work better for your child. Here are considerations to look at when investigating the type of school for your student: a. Ethos and Philosophy of the school: Take the time to attend Open Days and Information Mornings – here you will gain an understanding of the ethos and philosophy of the school – are they in line with what you require or expect? b. Current Students and Former students: Do they conduct themselves in a manner you would like for your student? c. Pastoral Care: Do the staff at the school promote positive learning experiences both inside and outside? d. Facilities: Look at the size of the School facilities. Do these meet your expectations? e. Curriculum: The curriculum should offer a well-rounded education. Does it? f. Cost: Always do your accounts and justify if you can afford the fees and some extras. g. Extra-Curricular Activities: Ascertain compulsory activities and ask how they are ‘entertained on the week-end. h. Your Student: Involve if or not he/she could see as a boarder or as a day scholar? The choice between a boarding school and a day school depends on a variety of factors and especially on the maturity level of the child involved. Whatever decision parents make, it is important for them to investigate if or not the entire child approves the decision.
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CHOIRS PART 1 - NOTHERN CONFERENCE



The Centre for Development and Research in Evaluation (CeDRE) International Africa is a wholly Zimbabwean development consultancy organization that provide expert services in leadership, strategic planning, research, evaluation, and ICT. It is also an authorized firm by QSR International, Australia, to provide NVivo training for qualitative data analysis including related consultancy services in Zimbabwe and beyond.



A. Do you want help with your Academic Research and Report Writing? The CeDRE International Africa Writing Centre offers



1) 2) 3) 4)



Academic mentorship for Master and PhD students Academic Research services using mixed methodologies Academic Writing Services using Microsoft Word and Excel Training in data analysis triangulation using Nvivofor Qualitative data sets and SPSS for Quantitative data sets.



B. Does your Organisation need a turnaround strategy? The CeDRE International Africa offers the following services



1) Integrated Results Based Management a) Integrated Results Based Management implementation and training b) Results-Based Strategic Planning and Reviews c) Results-Base Leadership 2) Research and Evaluation Services in Development work a) Baseline Surveys/Situational Analysis b) Capacity Development in Community-Based Initiatives c) Results-Based Monitoring and Evaluation 3) 3. Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) a) ICT Policy Formulation and Designing b) Domain registration and hosting c) Website Design, Development and hosting d) Data collection and management solutions e) Social Marketing Practice and Training
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Calling system in UCCZ: PART ONE by Rev. F. Thondhlana Introduction



United Church of Christ in Zimbabwe adopted the calling system in Jan 1998 during the Presidency of Rev M.C. Kuchera. From 1893 to 1998 UCCZ used the appointment system popularly known as the “slate”. It is important to note that divisions, which destabilised the Church, characterized the changing of the policy but eventually the policy prevailed. In the next four articles, I shall examine the Calling System in the UCCZ, unpacking what it means to “call a Pastor” considering the Document 1C, tracking down how it has benefited the Church and how it has disadvantaged the church. This first article shall be to understand UCCZ in general and who we are in order to fully understand the concept of calling system.



Background Brief History of UCC The United Church of Christ, a united and uniting church based in the USA, was born on June 25, 1957 out of a combination of four denominations. Two of these were the Congregational Churches of the English Reformation with Puritan New England roots in America, and the Christian Church with American frontier beginnings. These two denominations were concerned for freedom of religious expression and local autonomy and united on June 17, 1931 to become the Congregational Christian Churches. The other two denominations were the Evangelical Synod of North America, a 19th-century German-American church of the frontier Mississippi Valley, and the Reformed Church in the United States, initially composed of early 18th-century churches in Pennsylvania and neighboring colonies, unified in a Coetus in 1793 to become a Synod. The parent churches were of German and Swiss heritage, conscientious carriers of the Reformed and Lutheran traditions of the Reformation, and united to form the Evangelical and Reformed Church on June 26, 1934. The American Board Mission in Rhodesia (now the United Church of Christ in Zimbabwe) was established on 19 October 1893 at Mount Selinda Mission through the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM). The ABCFM later became known as the United Church Board for World Ministries (UCBWM) and is now called the Global Ministries made up of the United Church of Christ and the Disciples of Christ both in the USA. In 1895, Chikore Mission, about 45 kilometres from Mount Selinda, was also established. Congregationalism Congregationalism is that system of church organization which recognizes the equal rights of all believers, the independence and autonomy of the local Church, and the association of the Churches, through voluntary organizations devised for fellowship and cooperation.The great central text of Congregationalism is Matthew 18:18- 20, in which Christ says to the early Church: “Truly I say unto you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again I truly tell you if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, I am there among them.” (NRSV) From this passage we draw two principles of faith: 1. The headship of Christ, and, 2. The completeness of the gathered local Church. The headship of Christ means that Christ is the head of each local Church. It is commonly but erroneously supposed that Congregational Christian Churches are democratic, or majority-ruled, in



MINNISTERS AT KAMBUZUMA



their government.The completeness of the gathered Church is based upon these words from Matthew 18. This means that God has given to the local Church every power necessary for its spiritual functions. In the UCCZ congregationalism enables the local Church to be empowered to do their own things but which are in line with the Synod policies. From 1893??? to 1997, the clergy through Church Superintendent had the mandate to appoint ministers to Churches and the laity had little or no involvement. This system was later replaced by the calling system, which is currently in use.



THE CHURCH AND CALLING SYSTEM



When the policy was enacted in 1998, most churches embraced it, especially those in the capital, Harare. This same era also marked the formation of the three Conferences namely the Northern Conference, Eastern Conference and the Western Conference. In UCCZ the calling of a pastor is one of the most important decisions that a church will ever make. The potential benefit to a church of a Godly ministry is very great. A mistake, however, could cause great difficulty to both the church and the pastor. It is, therefore, vital that churches should know how to go about calling a pastor. The Church seeking a pastor must ask important questions: What isthe church looking for in a pastor? How long does it take to call apastor? How should the church reach the decision to call a minister? Howare differences within the congregation to be handled? The minister who is a candidate for the pastorate also has important questions to consider: How is he/she to know the Lord's will concerning a call? Are there some churches from whom he/she ought not to accept an invitation to preach with a view? What safeguards are there to ensurethat he/she does not make a mistake?



Conclusion



This issue has raised issues concerning the formation of UCCZ, congregationalism and the next article will dwell much on the procedures of the searching and calling a Pastor critically looking at the Document 1C. Reference List Butman H.R. The Biblical Basis of Congregationalism. Rowland M. A History of United Church of Christ.



2 Vatumenyi mangwanani, Vatumenyi madeikoni, Vatumenyi mizi yavo yeshe.
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Keeping Christian Faith Intact in the Age of Emerging Technologies by Thomas Madhuku Imagine in a church, half of the membership present are glued to their smartphones, the pastor standing at the pulpit periodically scrolls his latest iPad where all the bibles from King James version, New International Bible, New Revised version, you name it are all installed and oh numerous bible commentaries and hymn book. Many people ask questions if we should dump our traditional hard copy bibles and carry it right in our phones (convenience). Technology is as old as mankind, so what’s the fuss about it when temples were built using advanced technology of that time? Technology is hard to ignore because it has been integrated into our day to day lives, talk of clothing, the printing machine that has enabled bibles to be distributed in every corner of the world, our own houses are a result of technology, how about schools where we got our civilisation, transport system, our buses, trains and planes that have enabled the gospel to reach far away countries like Zimbabwe, it’s all technology at play, so literally technology is part and parcel of our lives and cannot be ignored.



Technology can be destructive to the life and well-being of a Christian



Long back, fragile Christians were saved from some sins because of their fear of the eyes of the world. They would feel that if I walk into a brothel or a beerhall, I may risk being seen by church members, so in a way they ended up following the right path. Now that the world has been brought together, compressed into one small, services that were out of reach of a Christian Brother or Sister can now be available just by a click of a mouse. Online stores, dating sites, brothels can all be accessed while a brethren is sitting in the comfort of his bedroom with such services delivered on your door step. That makes sinning so EASY. Christian communities take pride in being there for each other in times of need or bereavement. Part of a pastor’s duty is to visit members, sharing the gospel with them, uplifting their spirits. For years and still up-to now, Volunteers believe theirs is a mission to visit members and non- members sharing and spreading the word of God. With the invention of WhatsApp messenger, are we not taking advantage to tell our pastors on WhatsApp that we are not at home simply because we are not comfortable with them visiting us? If pornographic sites and applications are the most visited across the world, are Christians not part of the numbers since, smartphones have enabled us to watch it without anyone knowing. And what does it do to our faith, it leads us astray as we end up either cheating or hiring sexual services from hookers in the streets. In addition, technology also offers unlimited access to spiritually uplifting material such as bibles, music and gospel teachings that only a few people watches.



Using technology to keep our faith intact



Technology has brought it with convenience in a lot of areas that previously impacted on our Christian faith. The fact that bibles have been compressed into a mobile application means that we can always carry it and use it whenever we feel we are likely to be tempted into straying away from the Christian path.



The coming on board the television and DVDs can also be an advantage to us as we can always follow Christian teaching and not wait for Sunday to listen to our pastors, so instead of spending time watching Nigerian movies or romantic movies why not listen to the word of God. So many events that happened in our church have been captured on DVDs, so why not go back and listen to the teachings of our Pastors and captivate our faith. Talk of WhatsApp messenger with its ability to create groups, I am sure we have so many groups where church members can share the word of God and grow each other’s faith. Why should we spend precious time fighting each other over power battles? WhatsApp is one of the best technological innovations to come in the 21st century because of its convenience in terms of both cost and usability. Are we using for the right reasons? Of late WhatsApp has seen a proliferation of dirty and unchristian groups, some are for sharing nude pictures, blind dating and so on. One would wonder if that is the same platform that we can use to advance the kingdom of God. With Google maps, technology now enables a Christian transferred to a new town to locate a church and continue worshipping with others without having to struggle to move around looking for his/her church. Are we using such technologies?



What needs to be done?



As UCCZ, why is our website not loaded with gospel teachings not only for our members but everyone who bumps into it? If anyone need spiritual uplifting, why should they struggle when we have more than 50 pastors all trained and called upon to preach the word of God. Pastors should also have personal websites or blogs where they share their teaching. Even in the bible, prophets had specific messages that they were known for, Amos was known as a prophet of hope while Hosea was a prophet of doom. So if I am in need of uplifting messages after the death of my close relative or friend, It should be easy to simply go to a blog belonging to a pastor of my choice and read teachings, come out a better person, but this is not to be because, the church is failing to fully take advantage of the existence of technology. Technology offers unlimited scope for a Christian of today and only if we know how to use it positively. So in our next edition, we want to explore in detail, technological avenues that UCCZ as a church can explore to strengthen the faith of its members? Till we meet again, its bye bye for now.



Themes in the next issue Readers should expect a number of topical issues to be raised in Gandapansi Volume 1 Issue 2. Among them will be regulars, features and some interviews. Regulars will continue discussions on all the issues raised in Issue 1 and provide follow-ups and responses to feedback. There will be Features where new articles will be featured including two new themes to be discussed if the Club finds writers and these are: • •



Gender equality and equity in the Church – the role of the UCCZ in inclusive development. Profile of UCCZ Past Presidents focusing on their achievements



Then some Interviews will be conducted with key informants in order to provide information on past, current and future UCCZ activities. Focus will be on activities that have a development dimension since the Gandapansi is a development oriented machine out there to cause the Church to go back to basics and pursue developmentas a priority and anchor for evangelism. The UCCZ Writers Club trusts that the readers benefitted from the discussions raised in this issue. We welcome comments and feedback on these issues and readers can submit these through the UCCZ Facebok page - www.facebook.com/uccz.org.zw/ or the e-mail address: [email protected]. Certainly, readers will benefit from the second issue and should look forward to Gandapansi Volume 1 Issue 2 due for publication on 1 July 2017 ahead of the UCCZ July Synod Executive Committee Meeting.
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