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CHRISTOPHER NORRIS ON RADMILA For Radmila, with warmest greetings! I am happy to salute Radmila Nastic for her many years of teaching, scholarship, and service to literature. If that sounds overly formulaic or pompous, then please put it down to the nature of the occasion and not to any kind of formal reserve on my part. ‘Service’ is the right word, whatever its somewhat stilted character, because Radmila is one of those nowadays rare critics who have all the scholarly, intellectual and (yes) creative gifts to do literature justice while never using – or exploiting – literary texts as a means of self-promotion.  I think this explains many aspects of her achievement, including the readiness of otherwise reticent or guarded writers - Harold Pinter among them - to talk to her in ways, and at a length, unusual in present-day literary culture. Radmila has great seriousness of attitude and purpose but absolutely none of the self-importance and over-solemnity that often go along with it. Hers has not been an easy life by any means, and it has left her with a keenly developed sense of how literature – drama especially – not only reflects or represents but may deeply affect our extra-literary experience. And that knowledge has itself been expressed in a habit of ironic good humour - a ‘habit’ rather as Alan Bennett uses the word in the title of his play ‘The Habit of Art’ - that has clearly helped her to steer a path through some more than difficult times. I wish Radmila many more years – as many as she herself would wish – of teaching, writing, political activism, travel (I hope to Wales very soon), and pleasure in the company of her friends around the world. We live in bad and dangerous times with few occasions that call for celebration without some darkening overtones. Still Radmila’s example is heartening to those of us who have so far seen nothing like the horrors inflicted on her country in recent years but who view the emergence of Trump and his UK collaborators with growing alarm. Her life and work are a splendid lesson for our times in the difference between an outlook of seen-it-all cynicism and one of reasoned, principled, and morally bracing scepticism.  Christopher Norris Swansea, Wales
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Циклус предавања поводом 400 година од Шекспирове смрти: „Шта нам данас значи Вилијам Шекспир“, Дом културе студентски град, Књижевни клуб „Магистрала,“ 5. 04. 2016. и 26. 05. 2016. са проф. др Зорицом Бечановић Николић и др Јованом Павићевић Moderating a series of lectures to mark the 400 years since Shakespeare’s death, Students’ Cultural Centre Belgrade
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