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طارق عط ــوي Tarek Atoui



Born in 1980 in Beirut. Lives and works in Paris and Beirut. Né en 1980 à Beyrouth. Vit et travaille à Paris et Beyrouth.



. يقيم ويعمل في باريس وبيروت، في بيروت١٩٨٠ ولد عام



Histoire de bayâd et riyâd al andalus wa al maghreb histoire d’amour arabe From Robinson, C. Bayad wa-Riyad, Hadit/ Qissat, in Enciclopedia de al Andalus. Fundación El Legado Andalusí.



Conjured Geographies In music, heterophony is a type of texture characterized by the simultaneous variation of a single melodic line. Such a texture can be regarded as a kind of complex monophony in which there is only one basic melody, but realized at the same time in multiple voices, each of which plays the melody differently, either in a different rhythm or tempo, or with various embellishments and elaborations.



On and From Tarab On and From Tarab is a 4 to 5 hours long performance on which 15 to 20 musicians from different backgrounds and horizons take the AMAR Foundation large collection of classical Arabic music and records as starting point to re-visit classical Arabic music and performative situations.



In classical Arabic music, heterophony plays a fundamental role in creating the enchantment and mellow trance known as Tarab. The 5 or 6 musicians of the classical orchestra (Takht) develop the capacity of playing the same tune by all the instruments, while ornamenting the original melody from time to time, independently. This takes place in relation to complex and abstract rhythmic grids inside which the musicians follow independent trajectories that meet back at the first beat of the grid. These multiple voices allow the listener to experience Tarab by freely navigating and choosing which instrument to follow. At the same time, these voices anchor the listener in the present moment and prevent a “total” trance when they join back in the beginning of the grid.



Visiting Tarab performance space @ Performa 5 New York, November 2011 Photo by Jade Collet



Inspired by the disappearing tradition of heterophony in today’s Arabic music, Conjured Geographies is a solo performance that uses sounds recorded on 5 of Atoui’s previous projects, their respective spaces and realities, in an attempt to create a new heterophonic space.



Re-Visiting Tarab performance space @ the Sharjah Art Foundation Sharjah, March 2012. Courtesy of Sharjah Art Foundation La Suite performance space @ the Serpentine Gallery London, October 2012 Courtesy of Serpentine Gallery and Sharjah Art Foundation



Last Adventures



Infinite Times Zero (ITO)



Forced Entertainment collaborated with Tarek Atoui to create a compelling theatre performance on an epic scale. With recorded soundtrack mixing electronics from Atoui and live instrumentation from a different special guest musician in each location, The Last Adventures is an intoxicating experience mixing fairy tales, science fiction, children’s picture books and epic myths.



Infinite Times Zero is a composition that addresses sound as a tangible and intangible manifestation, with its own temporality, space, and reality, which transcends human perception and location. In it, Atoui creates purely digital and abstract sound transcending socio-cultural references in overlapping time and space continuums that moves uninterrupted from one city to another following the trajectory of Meeting Points 6 over a ten month period. 



Screen captures of Atoui’s ITO Max MSP patch and software April 2011 to February 2012 Courtesy of the artist



I/E Elefsis



WITHIN



Tarek Atoui collaborated with Chris Watson on recording sounds of the ancient archeological site of Elefsina, its port and abandoned oil factories. This project is a chapter of I/E, on which a studio / container built and designed by Atoui will travel to harbors in different continents, collecting sounds and generating performances and work processes in unusual contexts and situations.



WITHIN was a 3 months long composition presented at the Sharjah Biennial 10. It started in January 2013 with the conversation and collaboration between Tarek Atoui, Council (curators Sandra Terdjman and Gregory Castera), and the teachers and students of Al Amal School for the Deaf. These discussions informed the instrumentation and the structure of the composition, and the multiple roles that Al Amal and its students played in the piece made it a rich platform of encounters and knowledge production. 



I/E container and installation space Athens, October 2015 Courtesy of Locus Athens Morten Olsen solo on Metricize Sharjah, March 2013 Courtesy of Sharjah Art Foundation Chris Watson recording the beaches of Elefsina Athens, May 2015 Photo by Alexandre Guirkinger Courtesy of Chantal Crousel Gallery



Chris Watson recording the stones of Demeter Temple Athens, May 2015 Photo by Alexandre Guirkinger. Courtesy of Chantal Crousel Gallery



Metricize collective performance Sharjah, March 2013 Courtesy of Sharjah Art Foundation



Tarek Atoui is a performer and musician working on the combination of traditional genres with contemporary electronic music. During the opening week of the Biennale, the artist will debut a specifically commissioned performance, Conjured Geographies, investigating the genre of tarab and resulting from the artist’s previous experimental projects. Deeply rooted in the history and culture of the Arab region at large, tarab is mainly composed of orchestrated scores that, following the audience reaction and the social context of the performance, transform into improvisational, repeating patterns, ultimately leading to a state of musical ecstasy. Presenting the multiple instrumental voices of takht, tarab’s classical orchestra, the artist will be situated in the middle of a large space with five surrounding speakers emanating scores from his five previous projects, One and From Tarab, Infinite Times Zero, I/E Elefsis, Within, Undetermined Voice and Last Adventure. In homage to heterophony, Conjured Geographies celebrates tarab’s diverse, harmonic and ultimately social nature.



Tarek Atoui est un performeur et un musicien dont le travail combine des genres traditionnels à de la musique électronique contemporaine. Sa performance solo pour la Biennale de Marrakech mêle les traditions musicales marocaines avec le tarab. Profondément ancré dans l’histoire et la culture de la région arabe dans son ensemble, le tarab est composé de musique orchestrée qui, selon la réaction du public et le contexte social de la performance, se transforme en improvisation sur des motifs répétés, qui conduisent à un état d’extase musicale. La performance d’Atoui explore l’aspect extrêmement participatif du genre, ainsi que le fait que ce soit un trésor de psyché collective, d’identités culturelles, et de combinaisons sociales. Durant la semaine d’inauguration de la Biennale, l’artiste présentera cette performance inédite, réalisée spécialement pour l’occasion. Re:Visiting Tarab, un documentaire développé par Atoui en collaboration avec l’artiste et cinéaste libanais Fouad Elkoury, sera également présenté.



طارق عطوي فنان مؤدي وموسيقار يعمل على جمع األلوان الموسيقية



التقليدية مع الموسيقى اإللكترونية  أداؤه المنفرد في بينالي.المعاصرة



مراكش «جغرافيات مستحضرة» يمزج



ما بين تقاليد موسيقية مغربيه وألوان  يتجذر الطرب.موسيقية من الطرب



في تاريخ وثقافة العالم العربي بشكل  ويتكون من النوته الموسيقية،عام



المنسقة التي بتشجيع الجمهور



والسياق االجتماعي لألداء تتحول إلى



أنماط متكررة تؤدي بنهاية المطاف .الى حاله من النشوة الموسيقية



يستكشف عطوي بأداءه طبيعة هذا



اللون الموسيقي التفاعلية على شكل



تخت وهو الشكل التقليدي لموسيقى



 بحيث يتمركز الفنان في وسط،الطرب



باحة واسعة وتحيطه خمس مقتطعات



موسيقية موستوحاة من خمسة مشاريع



 «واحد ومن طرب» و»النهاية:سابقة له



» «بداخل،»I/E Elefsis »ضرب صفر» و



.»و «صوت غير محدد و آخر مغامرة »وإن «الجغرافيات المستحضرة



هو إشادة بالنسقية المتغايرة



 واحتفاء بطبيعة الطرب،heterophony



.المتجانسة واالجتماعية



Conjured Geographies 2016 A solo performance by Tarek Atoui Marrakech Biennale Association C/O 7, rue de la liberté, 40000 Guéliz, Marrakech - MAROC Tél. : +212 (0) 661 13 18 08 [email protected] www.marrakechbiennale.org facebook # marrakechbiennale
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Screen captures of Atoui's ITO Max MSP patch and software. April 2011 to February 2012. Courtesy of the artist. Page 3 of 5. Booklet Atoui.pdf. Booklet Atoui.pdf. 
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