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نعيم مهيمن



Naeem Mohaiemen Born in 1969 in London. Lives and works in Dhaka and New York City. Né en 1969 à Londres. Vit et travaille à Dhaka et New York.



. نيويورك، يسكن ويعمل في داكا. في لندن١٩٦٩ ولد عام



Volume Eleven (flaw in the algorithm of cosmopolitanism) 2015, digital C-print, typewritten pages (12 pairs) Courtesy of the artist and Experimenter



In the past, I translated a few of my great uncle’s stories into English. That was how I wanted Syed Mujtaba Ali to be remembered. As a raconteur, teller of tall tales, late night adda companion. The stories ran the gamut from “Vacuum packed sweets” (an apocalyptic showdown at an Italian customs stop over a delicately sealed tin of Indian dessert), “Will we meet again” (a night encounter and a could-have-been scuttled by chivalry aspirations), “Indian-British conversation” (on the finesse of dining cutlery as a metaphor for the ambivalent gifts of colonialism), and ”Amphibian Man” (a small compilation of his loves and failed infatuations in Europe).1 Considering this practice of mining family histories, I have to acknowledge that I have been sitting on top of a buried family history for a long time. I have not known, and still do not know, how to discuss this story in a European context, or in fact any context, without doing fatal damage to my family, and in particular to my grandfather’s younger brother Syed Mujtaba Ali. I’ve been sitting on an uncomfortable discovery: the existence in untranslated form of several essays where he expressed admiration for Hitler as a military strategist. I didn’t know, and still don’t know, how to sift through this material without damaging his legacy fatally. This project, in South # 6 (Documenta 14 # 1), is the beginning of trying to make sense of this fatal error in judgment. My mother was upset with my choices in recent projects. She said, “ Eyshob niye ghatagati korar ki dorkar? “ (why muddle around in these stories?) and then “ Duniya’te ki topic er obhab? “ (is there a lack of topics in the world?) But she also said, “ Never mind, it’s in English. No one will read it here .“



1



The first three stories in translation appeared in The Daily Star (Bangladesh) literary page, edited by Khademul Islam. The third story was later reprinted in Prisoners of Shothik Itihash, a companion book for a survey show at Kunsthalle Basel, curated by Adam Szymczyk. The last story was published in The Rest of Now (edited by Rana Dasgupta and Raqs Media Collective), a companion book to Manifesta 7.



Ali was a widely published author during the 1930s to 1950s and his collected works number eleven volumes. He is described as one of the greatest Bengali authors whose work were generally not translated. But among those untranslated works are also the essays where he expressed an admiration for Adolf Hitler as a military strategist. He expressed in these essays the hope, which was shared by others, that the German forces would defeat the British army, and in that process liberate India from British rule. Enemy’s enemy was my friend. A Gunter Grass or Subhas Bose can survive these revelations, but an Ali cannot as easily. One of the greatest acts of distraction of this epoch is the transposition of Europe’s sins against their other, the Jewish victims of the Holocaust, onto the body of a new, and in fact eternal, other, the Muslim. Europe’s sin of virulent antisemitism was thus transposed, in ahistorical and convenient ways, onto the body of ”the Muslim.” Instead of Daniel Jonah Goldhagen’s theory of ”ordinary” Germans, it is their oncein-hundred-moons Muslim visitor who is viewed as the inspiration for the horrors of the Holocaust. But all that is large politics, I want to return to the small, to my grandfather’s younger brother. Lacking a language to speak through this discovery, wanting very much the distance that would navigate my own discomfort, I returned to the form that gives us comfort in these times. The book, its pages, its interlocutors, and its opponents.



Commissioned by South as a State of Mind #6 [Documenta 14 journal # 1] Edited by Quinn Latimer & Adam Szymczyk Thanks Jaret Vadera, Chloe Bass, Zaid Islam Courtesy of Experimenter (Kolkata)



Naeem Mohaiemen is a historian and visual artist. His work explores histories of the international left as forms of tragic utopia within Bangladesh’s two postcolonial markers (1947 and 1971). Mohaiemen’s long-term research project The Young Man Was examines revolutionary left movements of the 1970s. For the Marrakech Biennale, Mohaiemen presents Volume Eleven (flaw in the algorithm of cosmopolitanism), which takes the form of twelve typewritten pages and paired photographs of his great uncle’s book, displayed at the Khalid Art Gallery. Through poetic voicing, this work embodies Mohaiemen’s meditations on the tangled responses to mid-twentieth century politics of decolonization between Europe and South Asia. The pages carry out a prolonged investigation and confession about his great uncle, the prominent Bengali author, Syed Mujtaba Ali, who, he discovers, thought the German military machine would rescue India from British rule. The revelation carries a heavier burden today, when Europe’s sin of fascism has been newly projected onto the body of the Muslim.



Naeem Mohaiemen est historien, écrivain .بصري مؤرخ وفنّ ان ّ ّ نعيم مهيمن هو et artiste. Il utilise ses écrits, اليسار تاريخ إن اعماله تبحث في ses films, sa photographie et ses installations pour explorer العالمي كنماذج وأطر الستكشاف ّ les utopies qui ont défailli, ،المثالية التي فشلت في بنغالدش et les histoires de la gauche ١٩٤٧( عامي ما بعد االستعمار بين internationale. Ses recherches ّ se sont également concentrées البحثي الطويل المشروع .)١٩٧١و ّ sur l’étude des guerres, de la ،» «الرجل الشاب كان،األمد لمهيمن géopolitique et de la notion d’appartenance au Bangladesh, ،فصل بوسيط مختلف كل ّ ينفذ ّ حيث ٍ entre les deux dates clés du المتطرفة ة اليساري الحركات يتفحص ّ ّ ّ post-colonialisme (1947 et ،مراكش لبينالي .السبعينات خالل 1971). Le projet de recherche à long terme de Mohaiemen, The (الع ْي ُب في َ ١١ يقدم مهيمن «الفصل ّ Young Man Was, pour lequel  الدي،»)الكوسموبوليتية خوارزمية ّ ّ il réalise chaque chapitre dans un médium différent, examine  صفحة مطبوعة على١٢ يأخذ شكل les mouvements de gauche اليد معروضة بمحاذاة صور في معرض radicale des années 1970. ،الشعري  من خالل التعبير.خالد للتحف ّ Pour la Biennale de Marrakech, Mohaiemen présente Volume يجسد هذا العمل تأمالت مهيمن ّ Eleven (flaw in the algorithm of والنتائج المتداخلة ات االستراتيجي في ّ cosmopolitanism), qui prend la forme de 24 pages tapuscrites والردود على السياسات التحررية في exposées à la Khalid Art Gallery. إزالة االستعمار ما بين أوروبا وجنوب Par voix poétique, cette œuvre  ّإن نقطة بدايته هي بحث واعتراف.آسيا incarne les méditations de Mohaiemen sur les stratégies, les وشخصيان متعلّ قان بكتابات مطوالن ّ ّ résultats et les réponses emmêlés ،الشهير البنغالي الكاتب ،الكبير ه عم ّ et complexes de la politique  وهذا ما، الذي،سيد مجتبى علي de décolonisation du milieu ّ du 20e siècle entre l’Europe et  كان قد اعتقد بأن،اكتشفه مهيمن l’Asie de l’Ouest. Son point de تحرير اآللة الحربية االلمانية قادرة على départ est une investigation et une confession prolongée et .الهند من قبضة الهيمنة البريطانية personnelle en lien avec les écrits إن هذا االعتراف مثقل اليوم بحمل de son grand oncle, le célèbre  باألخص عندما أصبحت الفاشية،كبير auteur bengali Syed Mujtaba Ali, qui, découvre-t-il, avait un األوروبية اليوم ومن الجديد تسقط penchant pour le parti national.باجحاف على المسلمين socialiste allemand.
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