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ADDENDUM 3I: 1262 AD: From Livonian and Novgorod Chronicles A Russian Raid on the Town of Dorpat (Yuryev) 1. From the Livonian Rhymed Chronicle, lines 6599-6659 Now when Mindaugas broke the peace, the master, who was an intelligent man, took firm measures and stationed scouts along the frontiers to keep watch on every road leading from the land of the Lithuanians.1 Meanwhile the Russians were seen moving toward Dorpat.2 When the master learned of this, he sent some brothers and many brave warriors there. When they arrived in Dorpat, numerous units of the Russian army were sighted near the city. They approached so rapidly the people had no time to organize a defense, and the Russians took the town and burned it to the ground, bringing grief to many a man that day. But there was a castle nearby, and whoever managed to get to it survived. Canons and the bishop went up to the castle, and the Teutonic Knights came there also and lent their aid. The Russian army was very large, and that greatly dismayed the bishop. The army advanced on the castle, and the clerics were seized by the fear of death. They have always been like that and still are today. They say a man should resolutely defend himself, but they seek safety in flight. The brothers began fighting, shooting down at the Russian army. They summoned the other men in the castle (there were a good many of them), and they all joined in the defense. This made the canons happy. The Russians suffered greatly from their heavy fire, and their own archers shot back. Then they fell back from the castle, satisfied with their raid. They took their prisoners and booty and hurried back to their own land. Meanwhile the master had sent a summons out to all his lands. A great many men along with many brave brothers came to him and he set out toward Dorpat with this army, hoping to do battle with the Russians. His plans did not succeed, however, for the Russians had already returned home. When the master learned of this, he was unhappy that the enemy had escaped him. The above translation is from Smith, Jerry C. and Urban, William L., The Livonian Rhymed Chronicle, Chicago, The Lithuanian Research and Studies Center, Inc., 2001, p.68, and is reproduced with the kind permission of the authors and the publisher. 1. Mindaugas was the Grand Prince (1236-1251 and then the King of Lithuania (1253-1263). According to the Chronicle of Balthasar Russow (pp. 22-23), Werner von Breithausen was the Master in 1262-1264.] 2. Dorpat, known to the Russians as Yuryev, is the modern Tartu.



2. From the Novgorod 1st Chronicle ~1262 AD – 6770 AM In the autumn Prince Dmitry Aleksandrovich and the men of Novgorod set out in a large force for Yuryev. They were accompanied by Prince Konstantin, the brother-in-law of Alexander and by Alexander's brother Yaroslav with their own men, and by Prince Tovtivil of Polotsk with his Polotsk men and with five hundred Lithuanians as well, and only God knows how many were in the Novgorod force, a countless number. The fortress of Yuryev was strong with its three walls, and there were a large number of people within it. They had constructed strong defenses, but the power of the True Cross and of St. Sophia always destroys those who are in the wrong. So as for this town, its strength was for nothing, but by the aid of God it was taken by single assault, and many of the people of that town were killed, others were taken alive, and yet others were burnt alive by fire along with their wives and children. A large amount of booty and a great number of captives were taken. A good man by the name of Petr Myasnikovich was fatally shot from the fortress. Prince Dmitry and all the men of Novgorod returned home with plenty of loot. From the Novgorod 1st Chronicle, Older Recension (p. 83)
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