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AMES COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS WORK SESSION MINUTES June 13, 2011 The Work Session of the Ames Community School District Board of Education was called to order in the Multipurpose Room of Ames High School, 1921 Ames High Drive, in conformance with the Open Meetings Law by President Jurenka at 6:00 p.m. Present: Mary Jurenka, President Dan Woodin, Vice President David Putz, Director Bill Talbot, Director Francis Todey, Director Dr. Tim Taylor, Superintendent Dr. Mandy Ross, Associate Superintendent Karen Shimp, Chief Financial Officer and Board Secretary/Treasurer Absent:



John Hascall, Director Paul Sodders, Director



Approval of Agenda President Jurenka read the published agenda. Director Woodin made a motion, seconded by Director Putz, to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0. Director Putz read the Mission Statement. PUBLIC FORUM Sue Crull, Ames, told the Board she wanted to call attention to an editorial that appeared in the June 12 edition of The Tribune. She read from a portion of the editorial that outlined a recommendation to acquire and demolish five homes in the Roosevelt neighborhood to make room for school expansion. She called the sincerity of the argument into question, saying that the Board had not agreed to demolish homes and that doing so was a recommendation from StruXture Architects. She asked the Board to discuss the issue at this meeting and “set the record straight.” Action Item Approval of Lease Purchase Agreement with Apple, Inc. Director Woodin made a motion, seconded by Director Todey, to approve the adoption of a resolution for a lease purchase agreement with Apple, Inc. Director Talbot made a motion, seconded by Director Putz, that the motion be amended to insert Amendment #1 as follows: “including master lease, exhibits, and Amendment #1” to the end of the original motion. Motion carried 5-0. Ms. Shimp provided the Board with a copy of an amendment to the agreement, requesting the portion of the lease addressing the escrow of funds. The District’s bond counsel advised that portion be removed, because Iowa Code Chapter 74a prohibits local government bodies from escrowing funds. The amendment removes all mention of escrow on the master lease agreement. Director Putz mentioned a portion of the lease agreement where laptop computers used by teachers would be repurposed for use in the schools. He asked why they were being repurposed for students and not for teachers. Dr. Wilhelm explained that many of them are stationary, and many are placed on carts, allowing them to last longer. It is important that teachers have the newer laptops, with the newest browsers for navigating Infinite Campus. Newer technology is required to assist teachers with their tasks. It would be difficult to stretch the repurposed laptops for teachers for four more years.
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Placement of Kindergarten Students for 2011-2012 Dr. Taylor told the Board that since the last update on kindergarten enrollment, numbers have changed. There are now 80 kindergarten students enrolled at Fellows School, which has a capacity for 69 kindergarten students. Meeker School is now 22 students over capacity for kindergarten. Dr. Taylor said one option would be to place two sections of kindergarten at the Northwood Preschool Center. Recent Board discussions have included placing portable classrooms (portables) at Fellows School and Meeker School. Mr. Peters has been investigating the costs associated with purchasing and setting up the portables. The District is investigating the possibility of moving three students in the northwestern most section of the Meeker boundary to Fellows School, allowing for more flexibility at Meeker, should additional kindergarten students enroll there. President Jurenka asked if those three students had siblings at Meeker School. Dr. Taylor responded that the initial research showed they did not. Dr. Taylor told the Board that the District would need a decision about kindergarten placement by the end of June and that this item would appear on the agenda for the Board’s June 20 meeting. Facilities Discussion Directors Todey and Woodin, and President Jurenka provided the Board with handouts outlining suggestions for phasing the elementary facilities plan. Director Putz recommended that Willson-Beardshear and the former Crawford School be included in elementary facilities discussions. He expressed his desire to involve StruXture Architects in planning for a new pool at Ames High School. The Board discussed the amount of space for each of the elementary buildings and if StruXture Architects’ projections for building square footage was too large. Mr. Peters pointed out “we are currently strapped for space” at the elementary level, and that it is too early in the process to begin eliminating space from the consultants’ proposed plans. He said that could be done later in the process, if necessary. Director Talbot suggested the Board put the maximum amount of square footage on the ballot question. Director Putz agreed. Director Todey asked if the Board should consider using the one-cent sales tax to fund a new pool. The Board continued its discussion on the methods of financing for the various portions of the facilities plan, including the elementary schools and a high school swimming pool. Ms. Shimp requested a sense from the Board on a chronological order it would like the elementary schools to be renovated or constructed. President Jurenka called for a break from 7:48 until 7:54 p.m. Director Talbot suggested the District and Board use Ames City Council wards to define boundaries from which to choose members for the Bond Referendum Committee. He said there are four wards and suggested five committee members per ward. Adjournment Motion to adjourn was made by Director Talbot, seconded by Director Putz. Motion carried 5-0. The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m. Attest: _____________________________________ Mary Jurenka, President Minutes approved on July 18, 2011.



________________________________________ Karen Shimp, Secretary
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